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However, if there are known male descendents of these men, it
is possible to connect these families by DNA analysis. The most
useful DNA for this purpose is Y-DNA, which is passed on from
father to son, as are traditional European family names. Men
from the following ancestry have been tested:

2 descendents of Cornelius Wieler (1740 — 1789); C01

2 descendents of Johann Wieler (1727 — 1790); Jo06

1 descendent of Johann Heinrich Wieler (1758 — 1802) Jo07

1 descendent of Abraham Wieler (1741 — 1805); Ab03

1 descendent of Jacob Klaas Wieler (1794 — 1855); see

section on Nicolas Wieler

The Y-DNA results for the first 5 men are a very close match.
The descendent of Abraham Wieler is also a close match. On the
other hand the DNA results for the descendent of Jacob Klaas
Wieler do not match the others. That the match between the first
4 men is so close is not unexpected. Both Cornelius (C01) and
Johann Wieler (Jo06) lived in the Elbing/Ellerwald region and
are very likely descended from Johann Wieler (d. 1682), the first
Mennonite Wieler in the area. The close match of the descendent
of Johann Heinrich Wieler implies that this family has it’s origins
in the Elbing/Ellerwald region and is also descended from Johann
Wieler (d. 1682). There are 3 reasons why the Y-DNA of the
descendent of Jacob Klaas Wieler does not match the other Wieler
men. The first is a possible illegitimacy somewhere along the male
line of this family. Illegitimate births among unmarried females
are recorded in West Prussian church register and are extremely
rare. [llegitimate births to married women were likely to be even
less likely. Another unlikely possibility is that somewhere along the
line a male child was adopted by a Wieler family and took on the
Wieler family name. Church registers show that Mennonites very
rarely adopted children from outside the faith. Church registers and
government documents also indicate that adopted children usually
kept their original family names. The third possibility is that the
Mennonite Wielers are descended from two, unrelated ancestors.
It seems unlikely that the large number of Wieler men who would
have been born around 1700 or earlier were all descended from
Johann Wieler of Ellerwald. DNA testing of more Wieler men is
definitely needed in order to properly address this.

If you are a male Wieler and are interested in participating
please contact the author* or Erwin Wieler (Surrey, BC; ph: 604-
535-2406; email: eowieler@pacificcoast.net).

*Contact information:

Glenn Penner, 306 — 27 Cardigan St.Guelph, ON, N1H 7V6.
email: gpenner@uoguelph.ca .
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A new book by Sam Wayne Reimer, formerly of Steinbach,
and now Vancouver, will be launched at McNally Robinson,
Grant Park Plaza, Winnipeg, at 6 p.m. on Monday, 6 October
2008. The paperback volume is entitled Grey Matter Graffiti.
Rob Peters, of Circle Graphics in Winnipeg, has designed and
produced the volume, printed at Friesens in Altona.

A short family album-sketch in paperback titled Peter H. and Maria
Klippenstein: A Short Sketch of their Life and Work depicts the
coming of their parents to the East Reserve and then moving to the
WestReserve where they settled with their own family of 13 children.
Authored by Lawrence Klippenstein, and published by “The
Cousins”, it consists of 36 pages of story and photos. It is available
for $18.00 plus postage. Contact lawrenceklippenstein @mts.net.

Margaret Morris and Grace Wohlgemuth, with assistance from
Lloyd Penner, have edited Aron M and Maria Penner Family
Book 1887-2006 (St., Anne, MB: by the family, 2006), pb., 233
pp- It provides a very valuable insight into the life experiences
of a large family basically rooted in a Church of God in Christ
Mennonite (Holdeman) community, i.e. the school districts of
North Greenland, South Greenland and Montezuma northwest of
Blumenort near Steinbach, MB. For copies contact Lloyd Penner,
Box 1658, Stetler, AB, TOC 2L0 or 1-403-742-7676.

Along with its celebration of a 125" congregational anniversary,
the Altona Bergthaler Mennonite Church has published Bergrhaler
Church of Altona: Celebrating 125 Years 1882-2007 (Altona, MB:
the congregation, 2007), hdc., 100 pp., and edited by Al Schmidt, et
al. It is dedicated to Margaret and Menno Funk, long-time deacons
in the congregation and descendants of Aeltester Johann Funk who
was ordained bishop in 1882 to serve a group out of which the
Bergthaler congregation emerged around 1892.

Elmer Heinrichs continues to publish a Mennonite history column
in News in a Minute published in Altona, MB. He has recently
written a piece on the early history of the village of Schoenau west
of Altona. It will be appearing in the next issue of Heritage Posting.
To get samples of News in a Minute contact Elmer at eahein@mts.
net or phone him at 1-204-324-6826.

Neubergthal Notes continues to appear as a publication of the
Neubergthal Heritage Foundation. The June issue features wash
day and other life- in- the- village articles about the past of that
community. To contact the office of NHF email NHFl @mts.net or
phone 1-204-324-1567. For tours of this community, use the same
numbers.

The journal, Rhubarb, edited by Victor and Garry Enns, features
the theme “Mennonite Mavericks: My Uncle Henry” in its spring
issue, Number 17, 2008. It is a 48- page paperback publication of
the Mennonite Literary Society and can be purchased for $8.00 at
the Mennonite Heritage Village bookstore. Contact info@mhv.ca
or call 1-204-326 — 9661.

Margaret Loewen Reimer, formerly with The Canadian
Mennonite, has reissued, in a fourth edition, One Quilt, Many
Pieces: A Guide to Mennonite Groups in Canada (Scottdale,
PA and Waterloo, ON: Herald Press, 2008), pb., 139 pp., $14.00.
Contact MHYV at info@mbhv.ca or 1-204-326-9661.

A History of Mennonite Gardens and Orchards in Russia and
Manitoba, written by Mary Ruda Fuchs, has been published by
Mennonite Heritage Village, Steinbach, Manitoba ( pb., 34 pp,
$5.00). Order through email or phone as noted above.

Jacob M. Fehr, author of several books in Low German has now
published Waagon Raeda: Low German Poems and Stories
(Swift Current, SK; by the author, 2008), pb., 101 pp., $12.00. To
order call 1-306-778-9126.

No. 26 of Windows on the West Reserve has just come off the press.
It also commemorates the 50th anniversary featured in this issue of
HP. To get copies of WWR, contact lawrenceklippenstein @mts.
net Earlier issues are still available in hardcopy for cost of copying
and mailing.

Book and DVD Launch.

You are invited to a launch of the book Remember
Us: Letters from Stalin’s Gulag (1930-37) and to see
the documentary film, Through the Red Gate (www.
gulagletters.com) by Ruth Derksen Siemens. The event takes
place on 9 November 2008 at 7 p.m. at the Springfield
Heights Mennonite Church, 570 Sharron Bay, Winnipeg,
Manitoba. Admission Free. Sponsored by the Mennonite
Heritage Centre in Winnipeg.

An Academic and Educational Conference

Title: Mennonites and Money: Wealth and Poverty Past and
Present

Dates: 9-10 October 2008

Place: University of Winnipeg, Eckhardt Grammate Hall

Registration: No pre-registration required. Admission free.

For further info: Call Dr. Royden Loewen, 1-204-786-9391 or
email r.loewen@uwinnipeg.ca

If interested in the Journal of Mennonite Studies, in which
selected papers of the conference will be published, contact
the editor, Dr. Loewen at address given above. Back copies of
the Journal are still available.







