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THE POWER OF PEACE

An Evening of Anabaptist stories

“Blessed are the peacemakers, forthey
shail be called the children of God.”

An evening of songs and powerful
Anabaptist stories of radical faith
impacted those who attended this
presentation Sunday evening Feb 18, at
Grace Mennonite Church in Winkler.

Both song and storytelling are
compelling forms of communicating.
Both were professionally used at the
Power of Peace special evening. The
program began with the Hutterite
Chamber choir entering the sanctuary

singing “Jubilate Deo”. Other fitting
songs interspersed throughout the
presentations included “Da Nobis

Pacem,Domine (Grantus Peace, Lord)”;
“We Shail Walk Through the Valley in
Peace”; and “Haleluya! Pelotsa rona”, an
African Freedom hymn. The
congregationjoinedthe choir, directed by
Kenny Wollman, in singing “Peace Like a
River”, and “How Can | Keep from
Singing”.

After the opening welcome remarks
and prayer by Bernie Leoppky, the story
tellers stepped forward. There was an
aura of reverence and silence as Bud
Kehler faced the sanctuary full of people
to begin the Johannes Klaassen story.
“Johannes was born in Bessie,
Oklahoma on February 2™, 1895. He
was the fourth child of Michael Klaassen
and Margaretha (nee Janzen). Michael
Klaassen was a minister in the Herold
Mennonite Church in Bessie. The
Klaassen family, as did many
generations before, and many after, took
seriously the teachings of Jesus as
recorded in the New Testament. This
included the teachings from the Sermon
on the Mount and loving your enemies.”

Suspension built up as Kehler told of
WW/I, conscription, and imprisonment of
those who refused to wear the military
uniform and take up arms. Among these
was Johannes Klaassen. He was
sentenced to 25 years in prison. After
some time, Johannes was transferred to
Leavenworth Prison in Kansas. It was
here he spent the last days of his life. On
October 17, 1918, Johannes Klaassen
died of the "Spanish Flu.”

It was only a few weeks later, a day
before the end of WWI, that the
Mennonites of Bessie learned that their
lives were in danger. Within hours they
were on a train to Canada. Rosthern,

Saskatchewan was where they spent their first winter in Canada, and the following
year they settled five miles north of Morden, Manitoba, where they established the
Herold Mennonite Church. Here Michael Klaassen served as minister until his
death in 1934.

Allwas silent in the sanctuary when Kehler made his closing statement: “Today,
Michael's great-great-grandson stands before you facing a general public that is
increasingly ostracizing those who speak out against the war Canadian soldiers are
involved in,in Afghanistan. A great-great-grandson who wonders which generation
is going to be the next to face the question, ‘Will you put on the uniform?’ | give
thanks to God, it wasn’t mine.”

Dora Maendel kept the audience equally spellbound as she told the story of
Hutterites on Alcatraz, or How the Hutterites Came to Canada. Like the
Mennonites, the Hutterites are peace-promoting people. Their story in North
America also begins during WW| when conscription was practiced in the US.
When their young men refused to wear the military uniform and take up arms, they
were imprisoned, harassed and tortured. Maendel told the story of four men, three
brothers and one brother-in-law of the Hofer family. They were shown no
sympathy, only harassment, beatings, and persecution. In Alcatraz they were
placed in the dungeon, which was below sea level and therefore held the worst
cells on that prison island, and made life miserable. Cold, humid, smelly, a
minimum of bread and water, no creature comforts such as clothes and blankets,
but only their underwear, and only a blanket for six hours at night. WW I ended in
1918, and that same year the Hutterites moved to Canada. Letters written during
the years of persecution are still extant and kept in archives for future generations
to read and learn about their ancestors’ faith and commitment to God.

Another war engages the world in arms, this time WW! II. More persecution and
imprisonment of Canadians whose faith and trust in God gave them the courage
to refuse to join the military, but rather ask for alternative service in the country.
The name Sam Martin comes to the fore, and his story was told by Jerry
Hildebrand. Sam Martin of Alberta, was willing to lay down his life for peace. He
was arrested in 1944 and sentto prison in Lethbridge. Because of his mechanical
skills, he was given conditional release to serve as a mechanic. But he was stiil not
a free man. Throughout all the persecution and harassment he received, Martin
maintained a respectful attitude and remained steadfast in his faith in God.

The final story of the evening was an account of the Amish response to violence
in their Pennsylvania tragedy in 2006. Again story-teller Bud Kehler stepped on
stage to give a vivid description of this most recent event. The Amish, like the
Hutterites and the Mennonites, believe that “war and violence is not the way” to
respond to any tragedy. In his closing comments, Kehler said, “The fact that we are
astonished (atthe Amish response) illustrates how hard it is to truly live according
the teachings of the Bible.” He then pointed out four distinctions that guide a
person to live according to the teachings of Christ, namely “Character is important”
whichtakes alifetime of teaching and practice;“Community is important” ~ drawing
strength from God and from each other; “Peace and Reconciliation” is God's way;
and fourthly: “We are to love each other as God has loved us.” Kehler maintained,
“In the end the Amish had made their own impact on the world in the name of
Christ.”

This program was sponsored by the Evangelical Anabaptist Fellowship, the Ad
Hoc Committee on World War Il Conscientious Objectors, and the Baker and
Fairholme Community Hutterian Brethren.- Cleo Heinrichs

DID YOU KNOW that a picturesque stream called W ater Mill creek used to wind
its way from the south east across Henderson Highway, Irving Place and the
Bergen cut-off. Much of it has been filled in because of the Rowandale housing
development, the Co-op shopping Center and the building up of individual lots. At
one time there was a water mill called Matheson Grist Mill located on this creek.
The grindstones from this mill are now lying on Essar Avenue opposite the
Municipal offices [1400 Henderson Highway]. They were found in the creek behind
Grandview Avenue with an elm tree growing through one of them. In September
of 1965 the North Kildonan Parks Board erected these two old mill stones at
Edison Park [Edison and Henderson]. - Marianne Janzen
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Manitoba summer events

Rich rewards within 100 kilometres of home

Communities in Manitoba are again celebrating the year and highiighting
their past through events, programs and celebrations marking their rich,
often vibrant history. Mennonites, now in Manitoba over 130 years, are
marking their heritage with historic anniversary events.

It will be another summer of family reunions, community get-togethers
and centennials, people will meet for fairs and festivals; churches, like
Altona Bergthaler Mennonite, now in its 125 year, willmark anniversaries,
and the MB church conference marks 100 years in Winnipeg.

May 21: "Spring on the Farm™ at Mennonite Heritage Village, 231 PTH 12
North, Steinbach, Info. toll-free 1-866-280-8741.

* * *

June 1-3: Weekend Mennonite Brethren festivities Friday-to-Sunday,
opening celebration Friday at Heritage Baptist Church, 621 College Ave.
Winnipeg begins at 7:30 p.m. with an evening program of dramatic
historical vignettes, story-telling and singing.

A historical tour Sat., June 2 at 1 p.m. centres on MB church beginnings;
with a visit to sites important to the early MB history in Winnipeg; departing
from the EImwood MB Church.

A "Dream Manitoba" celebration banquet is setfor 6 p.m. at a location to
be determined. it will be an opportunity to look back and to look forward,
bringing the past and future together.

Sunday’s centennial celebration (3 p.m.) at Eimwood MB Church will
include music, historical vignettes, story-telling and worship. It will be
followed by 'Faspa’. An artifacts table will offer attendees an opportunity to
bring and display their mementos.

* * *

June 1: Manitoiba Heritage Day at the Pembina Threshermen’s Museum,
near Winkler. 1-204-325-7497.

June 2: Blumenort Fair Day, Blumenort Park. Info. Coun. Bob Brandt, 1-
204-326-6892.

June 8-9: Niverville Olde Tyme Country Fair at Niverville. Info Jeff Stott, 1-
204-388-4600.
http://www.nivervillefair.com

June 15-16: Winnipeg Festival & Relief Sale, at Canadian Mennonite
University; (15) 5-9 p.m., (16) 8 a.m. breakfastto 3 p.m. 1-204-261-6381.

June 30, July 1: Haskett Reunion, Haskett school grounds, Haskett, Man.
Info. Abe Wieler, 204-325-6957. www .Hasketthomecoming.com - E-mail:
hasketthomecoming@mts.net

July 1: Canada Day Festivities at Mennonite Heritage Village, 231 PTH 12
North, Steinbach, Info. toll-free 1-866-280-8741.

July 27-29: Manitoba Sunflower Festival, Free pancake breakfast, great
Mennonite food, lots to see and hear in the arts, and plenty of sports. Altona
Centennial Park, Altona, Man. Ph 1-204-324-9005

July 25-28: Manitoba Threshermen's Reunion & Stampede, Manitoba
Agricultural Museum; Austin, 1-204-637-2354,

Aug. 3-6: Pioneer Days, Mennonite Heritage
Village, 231 PTH 12 North, Steinbach. Info. toll-
free 1-866-280-8741.

Aug. 10-12: Harvest Festival and Exhibition at
Winkler, Man. Free family fun. Stanley
Agricultural Exhibition begins Aug. 9, and runs
simultaneously with the Winkler festival.

Aug. 17-19: Plum Festival, at Plum Coulee, .
Crackles and waffles breakfast, water activities,
and tours of Prairieview Elevator. Info June
Letkeman, 1-204-829-2317

Aug. 17-19: Hanover Ag Society Parade & Fair
(Rodeo begins Aug, 16), Grunthal Fair
Grounds, Info. Coun. Henry Funk, 1-204-326-
2724.

Aug. 25: Kleefeld Honey Festival, Kleefeld
Sports Grounds. Info. 1-204-377-4296 or Coun.
Clif Bakx, 1-204-377-4014.

Aug. 25-27: Morden Corn & Apple Festival,
Morden, Man. Free stage entertainment, corn
on the cob, apple cider. Web site: 1-204-822-
5630 Morden. www.Mordenmb.com. E-Mail:
chamber@mordenmb.com

Sept. 3: "Fall on the farm" at Mennonite
Heritage Village,231 PTH 12 North, Steinbach,
Info. toll-free 1-866-280-8741.

Sept. 7-8: Pembina Threshermen’s Reunion,
west of Winkler, Man. Farming and harvesting
practices of long by-gone years. Old-Tyme
Meals by Valley Harvest Maids. Info. 1-204-325-
7497.

Sept. 8-9: “Hot Spot” Festival at Gretna Park.
Info Town of Gretna, 1-204-327-5825 or 1-204-
327-5578.

Friesens Corporationis celebrating 100 yearsin
2007. The company began as a store and post
office in 1907, operated by the founder of the
company, D.W.Friesen. Tocommemorate they
will convert the Schwartz House, north of
Centennial Park to an art gallery with a
sculpture garden on the grounds of the building.
- Elmer Heinrichs
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Klaas Wieler Blumenort 1 Hufen Isebrand Marienau 11/00/11/32 not given Nachbar
Hinrich Wieller Klein Mausdorferweide 1 Hufen Behrent Elbingsche Laachenhauser 1M/1W/2S/3T 0 no
Michel Willer Ladekopp 15 Morgen information
Isebrand WiehlerMarianau 3 Hufen 11 Morgen Claas Schoenberg 11/01/02/00 0 Weber
Hinrich Neustaedterwald 11/10/02/00 0 Mietsgaertner
One Hufen (about 41 Acres or 16.6 hectares) is equal to 30 Jacob Ellerwald 1 not given 5M Wirt
Morgen. 1 Morgen = 300 Ruten Jacob Kerbshorst 11/04/01/00 2.5M Nachbar
Jacob Thiergarterfeld 11/10/01/00 0 Tischler
All of the villages listed above had significant populations of Johann Ellerwald 5 not given 25M Wirt
Mennonites. Klaas Altendorf 11/00/00/12 0
Hackenbuedner,Kruger &Holzhaendler
b) Church Registers Berend Ellerwald not given 20M Wirt
Behrend Klein Wickerau 11/00/10/32 1H/5M Nachbar
During the early years in Poland (later West Prussia) Abraham Klein Wickerau 11/01/00/21 1H Nachbar
Mennonites were not allowed to have their own cemeteries. Marten Krebsfeld 11/33/10/00 22.5M Nachbar

They had to bury their dead in Lutheran or Catholic cemeteries,
and were required to pay a fee in order to do so. As a result
there are a few Lutheran and Catholic burial registers which
include Mennonites. The following pre-1750 burials of
Mennonite Wielers are found in the burial registers of the
Lutheran parishes of Fuerstenau, Gross Mausdorf, Elbing/St.
Annen and Elbing/Neuheide.

Fuerstenau **:

Mar. 12, 1720 Jacob Wielers Hacker from Jungfer child
Mar. 3, 1722 Michaelis Wielers daughter

Oct. 4, 1722 Nicolaus Wielers daughter

Jan. 30, 1729 Heinrich Wieler

Mar. 15, 1729 Heinrich Wielers child

Gross Mausdorf '*:

Oct. 28, 1729 Peter Wieler Krebsfeld [relationship unknown]
age 1 year and 8 weeks

Apr. ??, 1745 Mennonite Wieler Kleinmausdorf

May 28, 1748 Isbrand Wieler son Peter [no location]
Elbing/St. Annen '*:

July 19,1725 Heinrich Wieler son

June 14, 1727  Johann Wieler son

Apr. 3, 1729 Behrent Willer

May 22, 1729 Henrich Wilerts wife

Elbing/Neuheide'®:

Mar. 13, 1737  Mrs. Wielert Ellerwald

Feb. 1, 1739 Heinrich Wielerts child 18 weeks old

Feb. 17,1739  Johann Wielerts son

Jan. 8, 1740 Johann Wielerts child Anna

Dec. 1, 1740 Heinrich Wielerts daughter Magd.

Mar. 8, 1743 Heinrich Wieler Klein Wickerau son Heinrich
Jan. 26, 1746  Johann Wielerts daughter Magdalena

Mar. 13, 1746 Bahrent Wieler daughter

Nov. 15,1746  Marten Wieler Ellerwald daughter Magdalena
Aug. 14, 1748 Hans Wieler daughter Catharina

Nov. 18, 1749  Johann Wieler son of Elierwald

B. Wielers in Early West Prussian Census and Village Lists

in addition to the 1727 Brandordnung there are 4 pre-1820
West Prussian lists that are useful for Mennonite genealogists.
The Wielers found in those lists are extracted below.

a) The 1772 West Prussian Census'

First name Location Family Land Occupation
Albrecht Ellerwald 4 not given 17.5M Nachbar
Cornelius  Weichselmunde rented a small cottage with wife
and 1 son

Johann Ellerwald 1 not given 1H/10M  Wirt
Peter Ellerwald4 notgiven 15M Wirt

Isaac  Neunhuben not given 3H/5.5M Schuitz/Nachbar

Note that Mennonites were usually not designated in this
census. Therefore some of the families listed here may not
have been Mennonite. These families were listed because they
lived in villages were there were significant Mennonite
populations and/or the family head had a first name that was
common in the Wieler family. Itis also possible that some
Mennonite families were missed.

The family column has the following format: men,women/sons
over 12, sons under 12/daughters over 12,daughters under
12/male servants,female servants.

H = Hufen, M = Morgen, Nachbar/Wirt = landowner, Schultz =
Mayor, Weber = Weaver, Mietsgaertner = rented small plot of
land, Tischler = furniture maker, Hackenbudner & Kruger =
operated small store and inn, Holzhaendler = woodseller.

b) The 1776 West Prussian Mennonite Census'’

First Name Location Occupation = Family Landowning Status

Abraham Kiein Wickerau Lw. 1/1/1/0/1/0 E
Abraham Elierwald 4 Lw. 1/1/1/0/0/0 E
Albrecht Ellerwald 4 Lw. 1/1/0/0/0/0 E
Berend Ellerwald 3 Arb. 1/1/2/1/0/1 E
Berend Hospitalkampe Lw. 1/1/2/3/0/0 E
Berend Klein Wickerau Lw. 1/1/0/0/2/2 E
Claas Altendorf Lw. 1/1/2/1/0/0 E
Cornelius Lichtfelde Malzer 1/1/1/2/0/0 E
Hans Ellerwald 1 L. 1/1/3/1/0/0 E
Heinrich  Kalthof L. 1/1/2/0/0/0 Mi.
Heinrich Reinland Arb. 1/1/0/3/0/0 Mi.
Heinrich Haberhorst Weber 1/1/1/0/0/0 E
Heinrich* Halbstadt Arb. 1/1/2/2/0/0 Mi.
Isebrand Klein Mausdorf L. 1/1/1/0/0/2 E
isebrand Marienau L. 1/1/1/1/0/0 E
Jacob Ellerwald 1 Lw. 1/0/0/0/0/0 E
Martin Krebsfelde Haker 1/1/4/2/0/0 E
Peter Ellerwald 4 Lw. 1/1/0/1/1/0 E

* Last name given as Willer, all others given as Wieler. Lw =
Landwirt (land owner/farmer), Arb. = Arbeiter (laborer), Weber
= weaver, L. = Landmann (farmer), Maelzer = malter, Haeker =
proprietor of a general store, E = Eigenthumer (owned their
residence), Mi. = Mieter (renter).

¢) The 1789 West Prussian Mennonite Land Census'®

First Name Location Land Comments
Abrah. Ellerwald 4. Tr. 17.5M

Abrah. Ellerwaid 4.Tr.  10M

Behr. Nogathau 1H/15M (Concession 1785)
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Berh. Ellerwald 2.Tr. 17.5M (Concession 1785)
Bernh. Drausenkampe not given (30 year lease)
Cornel.* Lichtfeide 17M

Frantz City of Elbing not given

Heinr. Klein Mausdorf 2H/15M

Jacob Ellerwald 1.Tr. 5M

Joh. Zeiervorderkampen 15M (hereditary lease
since 1787)

Joh. Ellerwald 1.Tr.  1H/5M

Peter  City of Elbing not given (renter)

Widow Krebsfeide 27.5M
* Last name Willert, all others given as Wieler.
d) The 1811 Census of Mennonites in the Elbing Territory™

Location
Fuerstenau

Name or Relation (age or ages)
Martin (49), wife (30), sons (13,8,2),
daughters  (19,16,15,9,3)
Klein Mausdorf Heinrich (67), wife (52), son (9), daughter (28)
Ellerwald 1 Abraham (61), wife (56), son (16), daughter (22)
Ellerwald 1 Cornelius (43), wife (56), daughters (23,22,21)
Ellerwald 1 Peter (51), wife (566), daughters (9,6)
Ellerwald 2 Widow (45), sons (25,8), daughters (23,19,15,12)
Ellerwald 3 Johann (41), wife (61), daughters (8,6)
Ellerwald 4 Johann (45), wife (55), sons (29,25,17),
daughters (21,19)

C. Family Lists

The following are family lists which have been constructed from
all pre-1820 West Prussian sources available to the author.
The list is arranged according to the first names of the heads of
the househoids which were established around 1800 or earlier.
The names of the household head as well as sons who were
known to have lived to maturity and likely went on to have
children of their own are highlighted in bold type.

Ab1

Abraham Wieler b. Aug. 19, 1740%°

m. d. May 16, 1796 Klein Wickerau, WP
Agatha Dyck

b. ca. 1743

d. Jan. 7, 1817'° Ellerwald I'®

Children:

Franz
b.ca 1762
bapt. 1782° m.(1786)° Sara Wiens

Johann b. Dec. 23, 1783%*Ellerwald 4*°
bapt. 1803° m. (1809)® Agnetha Penner

1772 Klein Wickerau 11/01/00/21 (1 Hufen) listed as Wiener
1776 Klein Wickerau 11/10/10 E

1789 not found

See reference 20 Volume 2, page 31.

Ab2
Abraham Wieler
b.ca. 1750 — 54

m. d. Nov. 29, 1812'°

. ) Ellerwald |, WP'®
Catharina Reimer b. ca. 1755 — 57
d. Oct.27, 1812'°

Ellerwald |, WP'®
Children:
Isebrandt b. Apr. 1782
d. May 27, 1782
(The following children as listed as heirs (Erben) and were of

age (mundig) at the time of Catharina (Reimer) Wieler’s death
in 1812)'®:

Maria b. before 1790
Anna b. Mar. 25, 1793
m. (1813)° Peter Dyck bapt. 1810°
Johann b. before 1790
Isebrandt b. Sep. 29, 1792 Ellerwald 1

bapt. 1812° m. Anna Schmidt

1811 Ellerwald I: Abraham age 61, wife age 56, son age 16,
daughter age 22.

Ab3

Abraham Wieler b.ca 1741

m. d. Oct. 25, 1805"

Agneta Epp b. Mar. 1742
d. Mar. 8, 1799

Ellerwald 1V, WP™
Elierwald v, WP'®
Children:

Son b.June 9, 1770 d. June 13, 1770"

Helena b. Feb. 1777 d. Mar. 20, 1777 (1M)"®

Abraham b.ca 1773 m. Maria Wieler

bapt. 1793°
1772 not found
1776 Ellerwald IV 11/10/00 E
1789 (one of two Abraham Wielers in Ellerwald 1V)
Lived in Ellerwald 4 in 1770 and 1777

Ab4

Abraham Wieler b.ca 1773 West Prussia

m. 1797 - 99 d. Nov. 29, 1807  Ellerwald [V, WP'®
Maria Wieler b.ca 1778

d. July 8, 1805  Ellerwald IV, WP™

Children:

Abraham b. Sep. 11, 1800%° m. (1825)%%° Agatha Dyck
Bapt. 1821°

Franz b. Dec. 15, 1799 d. Dec. 21, 1799%

Maria b. May, 21, 1801 d. June 5, 1801"
















