

















(Continued from page 6)

George (16), Absolon (14), Anthon/Anton (14), Gillis/Gills/
Julius (12), Elias (11), Philip (10), Conrad/Cohnert (9),
Esau (8), Samuel (8), Thomas/Tomas (8), Erdman (7),
Tobias (7), Salomon (6), Stephan (6), Adrian (5), Melchior
(5), Siebert/Siewert (5), Albrecht (4), Jonas (4), Leonhard
(4), Nathaniel (4), Adam (3), Fridrich/Friedrich (3),
Zacharias (3), Barthel (2), Carl (2), Christian (2), Dau (2),
Gabriel (2), Giesbrecht (2) Christoph (1), Dionisius (1),
Ernst (1), Jost (1), Lorentz (1), Ott (1), Riediger (1),
Reinhard (1), Sebastian (1), Thiemon (Timon) (1). There
are also 215 widows, 13 unnamed family heads and 3 sets
of siblings who are listed as Brider, Gebrider, or Erben.

One can easily see that a majority of men shared a few
given names. In fact the 5 most common names are
shared by over one-half of all named Mennonite household
heads in the census. This must have led to a significant
amount of confusion when identifying Mennonite men. It
was not uncommon for one village to have two or more
men with the same name (both first and last). This situation
continues in many Mennonite communities to this day and
has led to the use of some often amusing Low-German
nicknames to be used in order to distinguish between men
of the same name.

An interesting aspect of first names is what form of the
name is used. For example, the German versions of the
names dominate. Hans and Johann are used exclusively
whereas the Dutch version Jan is not found. This is also
the case for Heinrich and Jacob, which were used instead
of the Dutch Hendrik and Jab. There is only one Knels and
only one Willm whereas Cornelius is used 108 times and
Wilhelm is used 34 times. On the other hand the name
Gills or Gillis is used 11 time but Julius is only used once.

Another striking feature of the list of first names is how
unusual some of these names are (with reference to what
are considered traditional Mennonite names) and how
some first names, commonly found in 1776, have
essentially disappeared among the Russian and North
American Mennonites.

Some first names are found exclusively in villages
where the Mennonite population was Flemish or Frisian.
For example all of the men named Absolon, Erdmann,
Esau, Melchior, Steffan or Tobias are found in Frisian
villages. Those named Anthon, Elias, Isebrandt or Philip
are found in Flemish villages. The names Thomas, Gillis
(Julius) and Leonhard are predominantly Flemish and the
names Samuel, Soloman and Siebert were predominantly
Frisian.

The following are comments of some of the rarest
names found in the census:

Thiemon Boll (1732 — 1782) of Marcushof was
probably Timon Bolt. Interestingly the Thiensdorf/
Marcushof church records give his name and that of his
widow as Boll in the death register. He or his parents were
likely from the Montau region where there were several
Timon Bolts going back to Timon Bolt, who was married to
Eva Bartel in 1694.

Sebastian Esau of Pletzendorf (1735 — 1804). He lived
in Pletzendorf until after 1789. It appears as if he retired to
Klein Lichtenau. it's possible that one of his children was

living there. The 1727 Brandordenung lists 3 Bastian
Esaus in Altebabke, Petershagen and Tiegenhagen. These
may actually be just one or two men who owned and
insured multiple properties in different villages. There is
also a Sebastian Klaassen (1738 — 1794) of Kunzendorf/
Gnojau whose death is recorded in the Heubuden
Mennonite church records. He is one of the men missing
from the 1776 census.

Reinhard Willms (1737 — 1778) of Laakendorf. His
death is found in the Mennonite burial register of the
Furstenau Lutheran church. The name Reinhard was
exceptionally rare among the Low-German Mennonites.

Riediger Martens (1724 — 1805) of Rosenort. He is
mentioned several times in the Lutheran records of
Furstenau. His name does not appear in any other census
lists of Mennonite church registers. The name Riediger is a
very old Germanic first name and is often found in the form
Rudiger. The Mennonite last name Riediger derives from
this first name. The Firstenau register uses the Dutch
version of the name, Rutger. We do not know if he had any
descendents. He likely belonged to the Rosenort Flemish
Mennonite church.

Ott Olwitz of Hohenwald is also found in the 1772
census and the 1789 land census. Ott is likely short for
Otto. Ott (or Otto) is also a rare family name found among
the Prussian Mennonites.

Lorentz Sparling of Dorposch (1718 - ?) is found in the
Przechowka church records. He is also found in Dorposch
in the 1772 census.

Jost Leben of Tiegenhof is Jost Loewen (1742-1786).
He is not found in the 1772 census. Jost (or Joost) is of
Dutch origin and is also a rare family name found among
the Prussia Mennonites.

Ernst Vodt of Montauerweide. The Mennonites of
Montauerweide belonged to the Frisian Mennonite church
of Tragheimerweide but Ernst Vodt is not found in the
Tragheimerweide church records. He may be the Ehrenst
Voht who was born in West Prussia but married Maria
Wedel (b. 1749) in Brenkenhofswalde, Brandenburg.

Dionisius Nickel (1717 — 1794) of Barwalde was a
member of the Orlofferfeld Frisian church. He is referred to
as Tens Nikkel in the 1772 census. He is not found in the
1789 land census.

Christoph Hag of Klein Montau may also be the
Christoph Haage of Rothhof in the Weisshof district who is
found in the 1789 land census.

Part 2 of this series will look at the family names,
occupations and economic status of the families found in
the 1776 census. A list of corrections and additions to the
census will presented. Any suggestions for the names of
the 13 unnamed household heads would be greatly
appreciated and should be sent directly to the author.

The electronic version of the 1776 census of
Mennonites in West Prussia can be found at:

http://www.mennonitegenealogy.com/
prussia/1776_West Prussia Census.htm

Footnotes and references will also appear at the end of
Part 2.

— Glenn Penner (gpenner@uoguelph.ca)



















