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Highlights of
the 2004
MINVIHS Annual
Meeting

by Elmer Heinrichs

Members of the Manitoba Mennonite Historical Society
met at two locales in Winnipeg Sal., Feb. 5, first in the
Sommereld Mennonite Church on Simcoe 1o hear about
Sommerfeld Church history, and then at the nearby Home
Street Mannonite Church for its business sessions.

Vice-president Roland Sawatzky reported that the
board met in Winnipeg, in Steinbach and in Gretna. He
then went on to mantion the shared responsibility board
members neaded [o assume since it lacked a president.
He highlghted the processing and managameant of the
Society's records.

Soma of the Society records may still be in personal
holdings of pasi board and committes meambears, Also
receiving consideration weare MMHS-Heritage Village
connections, and it prudently decided against buying
liability insurance.

Several steps are in process to ensure ready access of

i ommtininead dun peaps 71

Gerhard Ens receives award from Roland Sawatzky.

— Fraces by Eimed Hernchs

Mathaniel and Norman Plett receive award an behalf of
their brother Delbert Pleti.

MMHS recognizes

lifetime achievements

The Manitoba Mennonite Historical Society recognized
the work of two men for their service fo the society, and for
their work in advancing, publishing and promoting
Mennonite history,

The Society recognized Gerhard Ens, a teacher and
founding member of the society, with an honourary lifetime
membarship award for his significant service to the
Mennonite commumnity,

Delbert F. Plett, who died last Nov. 4th at age 56, was
recognized posthumously with a Carificate of Recognition
for his significant contributions to the preservation of
Mennanite history,

Both men were historians. Ens was a long-time leacher
at the Mennonite Collegiate Institute in Gretna, and Plett,
former society chair, was a Steinbach lawyer,

Lawrance Kiippanstein, retired Mennonite Heritage
Centre archivist, paid Ens fribute by recognizing him for his
significant service o the Mennonite community. Ens
worked 1o found the MMHS, and his 10-year presidency
was a capsione of his work with Mennonite Heritage
Village

Acting president Roland Sawatzky presanied Ens with
an honourary life membership for his service o the

i imtinral an page 0y



Soclety mambers mfumm plan for the future.
— Proto by Bar Frissen
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the society’s records for future generations, Conrad Stoesz
and Doncvan Glesbracht have made an inveniory of
MMHS records, now held in two places, and it has planned
io bring the collections together 1o make one record.

Past board and committes members are urged to
deposit any MMHS files still in their possession 1o the MHC
Archives. The Soclety s considering hiring & summaer
student to process the collected Sockety records.

Whila noting the joint beginring of MMHS and MHY and
that separate organizations were needed (o better atlend o
the needs of sach, Sawalzky mentioned it would be in tha
bes! interest of each and the larger Mennonite constitusncy
if the organizations complemented and assisted sach
other.

Mavis Dyck, local history chair, reported that Hanry
Unger and David M. Friesen had retired from the
committes; the recruits for 2005 ara Mary Bueckert and
Adolf Ens. Dyck also highlighted the publication of the
Sommearield Gemeinde Buch,

She added that a spring evanl is planned for Macgragor
EMC, and if there is sufficiant interast, bus transportation to
the area will be available for this April 16 avenl.

Membership and Publicity chair Elmer Heinrichs

reported on MMHE mambership, its quartarly publicatsan,
Heritage Posting, and board approval of an MMHS logo it
heiped prepare.

Genealogy and Family History committee chair Bill
Schroeder highlighted its Family History Contest and
Family Roots Day, and noted Glenn Penner's talk on the
use of DMA at CMLU March 18,

Publishing and Marketing chair Jake Patars highlighted
the submission of the John J, Friesen manuscript Creating
Communities: A History of Manitoba Mennonites for a naw
book, the upgrading of the MMHS home page, and the
invaniory made of MMHS publications,

Monumeants and Hisioncal Sites chair Conrad Stoesz
reported that Lawrance Klippenstein leads a group
overseeing repairs and relocation of the Altbergthal School,
that lecterns along the Post Road are to be refitted, and
that the Ens Heritage House in Reinland may scon
becoma a hisloric site.

Stoesr, who also chairs the Consciantious Objector
Monument commities, indicated that the CO website had
brought much altention to the CO cause and new intarest
may now be drawn io the idea of a parmanent marker.

Ciral History chair Donovan Giesbrecht noted the
interviewing of 12 participants. The committee’s goal is to
record audio interviews with post-WWIL Mannanite
immigrants 1o Canada, He dascribed transcriplion and
franslation of the inlerviews as a slow and tedious projact

For Finance, treasurer Ber Friesen reported bwo major
transactions last year: the transfer of the remainder of the
funds raised for the Mexico archives and museum, and the
publication of the Sommerfeld Gemeinde Buch. In a
special project, 32,000 will give suppor to a summer
sludent.

Colleen Epp and Anna Ens were re-glecied to the
MMHS board. The committes representatives for 2005
were approved (see Board and Committee listing on page
11).

Co-odifors
Cofleen Epp and Sarah Schwab

Editorial Commities
Elmar Heinrichs {chair}, Gilbari Brandi, Collean Epp,
Ber Fresen, Maranng Janzen, Sarah Schwab

Layoun
Ted Barg

Tha Manitoba Mennonite Histoncal Society Newsletier, Hornlage
Pasting, wilcomes lethers and reports petaining to the histerical
mbanesis of sociaty members.

Comespondence can be mailed 1o the Hedlage Posting ediiors,
1310 Taylor Avenue. Winnipog, Manitoba R3M 328, or e=malled 1o the
edilor al: editorfimmns.omg

‘Wishails: www. mmine. o
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Mennonite community in fostering its faith and preserving
itz history through teaching in the classroom, in church, on
the radio and in writing, editing and publishing,

Pletl also had a passion for history and tumed 1o his
own roots and heritage in about 1978, He siudied the
history of the Mennonites who immigrated to Maniioba in
the 1870s, as well as the history of Russia, Polish-Russia
and Flanders,

Piett organized the first of five Mennonite heritage tours
which refrace the steps of Ménnonite ancestors in Europe.
He alzo wrote and complled 14 books on conservative
Mennonites, namely Kleing Gemeinde, Oid Colony and Old
Order Mennoniie.

Sawatrky presenied posthumously a Cerfificate of
Recognition to Delbert, received by Delbert's brothars
Morman and Mathaniel, for his contributions o Mannonite
history through the collection and preservation of historic
documents, research, writing, and publication,




Beginnings
of the
Sommerfeld
Mennonite
Church

from a lecture by Adoll Ens; excerpted by Colleen Epp
The story of Anabaptist-Mennonite history is full of
migrations:
# from Holland to Prussia in the 1500s
= farther @ast in the late 1700s to Mew Russia, now
Likraine;

* n 1870s o Manlioba;

® in the 18920s and 1840s southward to Mexico and
Paraguay.

Tha two strongast motives wane to find a place wharne
thay could live cut thair faith and whare they could make
thair living in peace. To ensure those condifions, they
negotiated special agreaments (Privilegium ) with the local
gowarmmants,

In Russia they prosperad once the ploneering
adjustments were overcome, Within 40 years of their first
sattlement in 1788 the originally sllotted lands were full and
overfiowing, Already in 1836 the first “daughter colony™ -
Bergthal — was founded, far enough removed from the
ather seiflemants to develop traditions of its own,

When Russia gave notice that the privilegium was going
io be madified during the 1860s, & third of the Mennonites,
including the entire Bergthal colony, decided 1o emigrate,
Coming as an entire community, Bergthal could keep all of
iis institutions intact: the church and s ministerial, the
school, fire insurance, and the orphan bureau
(Waisanamt). Indeed, Bishop Gerhard Wisbe and
Oberschulz Jacob Peters were able to persuade the
waalthiar members of the church community to help the
poorer anas, so that all could afford to make the move

The Bargthal immigrants settled in the area east of the
junction of the Rat and Red Rivers. Here the govermmeant
had set aside an area of 8 townships for exclusive
homesteading by Mennonite and other German settiers,
From 1874 to 1877, virtually the entire Bergthal Colony
was ransplanted to the East Reserve,

Led by Bishop Gerhard Wiebe and other ministers, the
church continued uninferrupted. However, in the first years
it became clear that the weather could sasily make many
of the new village sites unlivable, Too much water, late
seading time, early autumn frosts, grasshoppers convinced
many of the Bergthal immigrants that the government's
choice of land for them had not been the best. By 1878 and

1879 some were looking for a batier location.

The second large group of immigrants from the Oid
Colony in Russia had followed them o Manitoba,
beginning in 1875, They had negotiated for a new fract of
land west of the Red River, Bul the several thousand
Mennonites who amived here from Flrstenland, Choritza
and other colonies from 1875 to 1880 had not nearly fillad
the 17 iownships of this West Reserve. This bacame the
destination for many Bergthal people who had already
homesteaded in East Reserve villages.

Thus, in about 1879-1881 a large number of families
redocated to the west of the Red River and foundad new
villages here: Ali-Bergthal, Meu-Bergthal, It meant
pioneering a second time, with all the hard work that
entailed, 1 alzo meant thal they were now far away from
thair church and community.

In 1881, the church took a second step toward dividing
itself into two groups. It assigned Minister Franz Dyck o
create a Kirchenbuch (church reglster) for the new group
on the west side, He called it Kirchenbuch fir die
Gemeinde zu West Lynne. [West Lynna, a small town
across the River from Ermerson was the postal address for
ihese new selilers.]

When Bishop Wiebe retined in spring of 1882, it was
clear that his replacement should be from the western
group, since Bishop Stoesz remained on the East Resarve,
The chioice fedl on Minister Johann Funk of Alt-Bergthal,
Together with Bishop Stoesz. Funk now sarvad in the
leadership of the large, geographically divided Gemeinda,

But Funk's half of the Gameinde Iived next io *Oid
Colony” satters. Unlike thair Kieine Gemeinda neighbours
In the East Reserve with background in Molotschna
Colony, thedir mew neighbours on the West Reserve were
quite similar o them. Many came from the daughter colony
of Flrstenland which had maintained church practices
much like the Bargthal congragation. Indeed, Bishop
Johann Wiebe had agreed with the Bergthal Bishop
Gerhard Wiabe to continue with these practices in Canada,
In 1880 Johann Wiebe had bagun the first register on the
West Reserve for the Reinl@nder {or Old Colony) Church,
Mot all of the settlers had joined. Some af them now joined
the “Wast Lynne” Gemeinde. They paved the way for
others 1o switch affiliation: some because they were being
dizciplined by the Reinl&nder for things that were
accaplabie to the West Lynna group; others who wanted
marg changes than even the West Lynne group had
adoptad..

With the coming of the railway and with it railway towns
- Gratna, Rosenfeld, and later Altona — an even greater
varaty of options became available. Soon the supply of
leachers who had come from Russia was too small to
provide for each village school. Some community members
saw the need for a secondary school to train new feachers.
Opening such a school soon involved educators from the
USA Mennonites and cooperation with the Manitoba
Department of Education. Gradually, it seemed fo soma
lsaders, the church and community were losing control or
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Did you know ...?
submitted by Marianne Janzen

F  Winklar iz named afler Valentng Winkler,
onea of the anginal setilers of the area who
owned land near the townsite.

April 7 i a special day in Winkier's history.
Oin that day in 1908 the village was
incorporated, Then on that day in 1952
Winkéer became a town, In 2002 on thal
same day Winkler was named a city,

Thousands of years ago the area around
Winkler formed the beaches of Laka
Agassiz.

In eardy 1900's Winkler had 7 elevalors with
a capacity of 276,000 bushels and was the
largesi grain market in Wesiam Canada,

In 1898, before Winkler was incorporated,
the RM of Stanley passed a by-law that the
residants of Winkler could keep pigs in the
viltage from November 15 to April 1,

COin a Saturday in April 1900 ane thousand
pecple wers in the village of Winkler to see
off the people who were moving to
Saskatchewan 1o star settlements in the
Rosthem anea

In 1911 85% of Winkler's population
considanad their ethnic onglin o be
Garman, but in tha first census after World
War | it was just over 2% while BE%
indicated they ware of Dulch argin.

I ovtimaedd from page 3¢

aversight of their own schools. Altester Funk lived right in
the midst of all this change and bore the burden of giving
wise Christian leadership to the church, Very soon he was
caught in the middle, between those who wanied even
more changes, more rapidly, and those for whom thare had
already been too many changes in such a shor time: from
Russia to Manitoba; from Bergthal io the East Reserve,
from the East Resarve 1o the west.

Cinly & few yvears after Johann Funk was ordained as
Altester, two new church registers were bagun in the larger
West Reserve Mennonite community, They are dated 1885
and 1886 and neither is as comprehansive as the wo
"official” ones, It is not clear who produced these new

registers, but they ended up with Johann Funk, as did the
majority of the people listed in them, They include somea
Bergthal people but also some “Odd Calony” peopla.
Gradually, I seems, Allester Funk was drawn mora and
more 1o this smalker group and gradually he lost the
confidence of the majority of the West Lynne Gemainda.
This larger group then asked to be served by Allester
Stoesz of the East Reserve rather than by Funk.

Altester Stoesz could not serve 5o large a group,
divided by the river and a long journey by horse and buggy.
Hence, by the early 1890s he bagan to work loward
electing anothar Altester on the West side. Whan Abraham
Doarkzan of the village of Sommarfeid was ordained o this
position in 1694, the separation of the Wast Lynna
Gemeinde was more or less complete. About 7/8" of tha
members remained with the West Lynne Gemeinde, The
Church Registers begun In 1881 by the East Reserve
minisier Franz Dyck now became the property of the group
under Bishop Doerksen. That group eventually ook the
formal name of Die Mennoniten Gemainde zu Sommerfeld,

& misch smaller group of some shily familkes left to form
a new Gemeinde with Bishop Johann Funk, Only about
twenty of those were of Bergthal Colony = Bergthal
Gemelinde orgin, Yel this group evenlually formally took
the name Bergthal Mennoniten Gemeinde.

Although they weare now two separate church bodies,
they continued to cooperate in significant ways. As the
Manitioba government became increasingly involved in
elamantary schoal education in the Mennonite villages,
Sommerelder and Bengthalar made common cause,
frequantly siting on the same local school board and
members of the same larger Schulweredn, During World
War | they worked jointly on delegations to the Manitoba
govemnmaent regarding education and ko the federal
government in Ottawa regarding exemption from military
Servica.

Austin/MacGregor

Bus Tour

2005 April 16
Taour growp will leave Winnipag with the first stop at
the MacGragor EMIC Church. Paymant for the tour will
ba colleciad thara. Individuals travelling in private
vehicles must join the group at the EMC Chureh.

Features: a brief history paper on the T Mennonite

congregations in the area a lour of these congregation
meafing houses, MCC store, Manitoba Agricultural
Musaum

Price is $40,00 pp inclusive,
Meal and registration only $12.00. I
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Family Roots Day — march 19, 2005

by Bar Friesan

For many years the Family Roots Day has bean hald in
Steinbach. Sinca the Society becama more directly
involved through its Genealogy Commities, they decided io
hold it in Winnipeg again. It was held al the Canadian
Mennonite University campus and the Mennonite Heritage
Cantra on a typical Manitoba Saturday in late winter,

The day consisted of networking with many individusls
intarested in gensalogy through discussions around tables
of displays of those who illusirated thelr research work,
There was a keynote address on the Mennonke DMNA
projact, and a sares of lectures on the Sommerfeld
Gameainde Buch project including a brief history of the
Gemaeainde and a briel how to’ on using this genealogical
toal.

The keynole address was given by Glenn Penner on
the Mennonite DNA project. This progect attempts (o
establish how many Mennonite progeniiors thene are, o
datarming the number of progenitors Tor each Mennonite
family namea, to look af the ancestry of Mennonites before
the 18" cantury, and to use DNA data as an akd In making
ganaalogical connections within families and betweean
families. He described how DMA can halp in establishing
these facts. From lextual records it ls estimated that about
300 family names survived from the Dulch-Prussian era
and it is hopad that DNA can help to group all the
descendants from these progenitors and maybe help
establish what happened o the others. In making
conneclions, he gave an example of how some famiies
may be unexpeciedly related, Lel us say, he suggested,
that in the early 17" century a Jakob Penner had two sons,
Jan and Klaus. At this ime last names were not yet
commondy needed, accepted, or standardized. When they
had descendants each family decided to adopt their
father's name as their last name, Jan's son adopted the
surnama Jansen, and Klaus® son adopted the sumame
Klaussen. 50 In this family & Penner, Jansen, and
Klaussan ane directly retated. DNA would conclusively
astablish that since the DNA of up to third cousing would

Participants listen intently to the Roots Day
presentation. ~ Bhodos by Bort Friesen
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Glenn Penner explaing DNA project.

be identical or naarly identical to establish that fact. Then
miore distant redatives would have a diminishing identical
DMA. For this to be useful, the pool of data must be
significant. Therefore Pannar is appealing for many people
to bacome involved in the project. The procedure is simple
and the cost as of today is about C$300. For more
information, contact Glenn Penner directly.

The other lectures centred on the Sommerfeld
Gamainda Buch which the sociaty published and launchad
in Nowvembear 2004, Lawrenca Klippensiein gave a briaf
history of the Sommerfeld Gemeinde from its baginnings in
Manitoba after the 1870s immigration. Over a process that
began in 1881, the Sommerfald Gamainda was formalized
in 1884, Tha Gemeainde ragister covers tha years for 18581
o 1935 11 is still being maintained by the Gamainda.
bartha Martens gave a description of the procass of
praparing the register for publication. Alf Redekopp then
lustrated how 1o use the ragister as a genealogical toal.

The day was attended by nearly 100 for the key note
addrass and most ware able 1o stay for the aftemcon
sassion on the Sommarfeld Gemeinde Buch. Thers were
over 15 displays which generated a lot of interaction, ideas,
and wonder at the mysteries salved.




G’EHEALOG’Y w=== The Bergthal Colony Schroeders — Part Il

Johann Schroeder (1807-1884) and
Johann Schroeder (b. 1763)

by Glann Pennor

A, Introduction

Wharaas thare has been very [itle written about the
family of Simon Schroader (1817 = 1876) and his ancestry
was unknown untl recently (see Part I}, there iz a
cansiderable amount of information avallable on Johann
Schroadar (1807 — 1884), his family, and his ancestry,
Much of this information comes to us via an unpublished
Schroadar genealogy compiled and distribuled by Katie
Paters in the 1870's.” Since this genealogy & not widely
available, and since much new information on the
ancastors of Johann Schroadaer has, in the meantima,
become available, i is worth presenting genealogical and
famnily history data on this family again.

B, Johann Schroeder (1B0T — 1884)

Johann Schroader was born on Nov, 11, 1807 in
Rosanthal, Choritza Colony, Russia, the son of Johann
Schroader and Katharina Kasdorf. An axcellent biography
of Johann Schroader can be found In the June, 1996 issue
of Preservings.” From this article one can see that Johann
Schroader lived a rather axciting e, According to this
articia he was one of the original setilers in the Bergthal
Colony, On the other hand documents from the Odessa
State Archives indicate thal he may not have moved until
about 1848, According lo thess documents Johann
Schroader enterad into a contract 1o purchase the property
of tha late Johann Leyke (who died on Sap, 22, 1845) of
Bergthal village from Jacob Martens and Wilhalm Remped,
guardians of Leyky's children, for 571 Rubels.? Although a
Bargthal Colony vobters st for 1847 shows that he was
living in the village of Bargthal Johann Schrosder was still
registared in the village of Kronsthal In the 1850 Russian
census.” Various village lists and censuses ane currently
available for the Bergthal Colony up to the year 1869 and
Schroeder Is found in Bergthal village in many of these.®

C. Johann Schroeder (1763 = 7)

According to Katie Peters’ genealogy of the Schroeder
family, Johann Schroader was born on Sep. 25, 1763 In
the village of Klain Lubin, Wes! Prussia.’ He was the son of
Isaak Schroeder. He was baplized Into the Frisian
Mennonite church at Montau, West Prussia in 1779.°
According o Benjamin Unruh's book he immigrated from
Krebswald (actually Kerbswald), West Prussia, to the
Chortitza Colony in South Russia In 1788." He was about
26 years old at the tima and likely a landless, single man,
The Mennonites of Obear- and Unter- Kerbswald belonged
to the Frisian Mannonite church at Thiensdod. The records
of this congregation, which weare started in 1777, do not
mention Johann Schroeder (L.e. no mention of a marriage
or births of any children),®

A Chortitza Colony kst of 1783 has Johann Schroeder
in the village of Neuendorf.” A census of 1795 finds him in

Rosenthal, age 32, with wife Katharina, 21, and her
parents lsaak {age 60) and Anna (age 53) Kasdorf.” In the
census af 1787 his family consisted of 2 males and 3
femalas.® Al the time they had B horses, 20 callle, 2 sheep
and 2 pigs. The Chortitze Colony census of 1801 lists
Johann Schroeder, carpanter (Zimmemmann), 31 yaars ald,
wife Catharing, 26, daughters Anna, B, and Kalrna, 4,
ingether with his wife's mother Anna Kasdor (age 60} and
a servant Aron Lepp, 21. At the time the family had 7
horses, 18 cattle, 2 sheep, 4 pigs, ¥ plow, 2 wagons and 1
spinning wheel." According to the farmstead lists of 1802
and 1806 the ariginal owner of thair was Mathanial
Gertzen, who moved to Schoenwiese. ™ The naxt mention
of Johann Schroeder ks in the census of 1808, which states
that he was a Mennonite carpenter originally from
*Krebawald”, He was 42 years oid, his wife Catharina was
33, his children were: Johann (4], Anna (13), Catharina
{5), and Magdalena (4).

Johann Schroeder appears to have lefl Rosanthal for
tive newly founded village of Kronsthal sometime betwean
the founding of the village in 1808 and 1812. Vaccination
lists, available from the Odessa Siate Archives, show that
his son Johann was vaccinated in Rosenthal in 1808 and
his daughter Sara was vaccinaled in Kronsthal in 1814,"
Other documents from the Odessa archives (see later)
miegnticn him in Kronsthal in 1812, Indeed, an 1814 village
list for Kronsthal gives the following family: Johann (50),
wife Katarina (30}, children Katarina (12}, Helena (8), Sara
(3}, Johann (6) and Margaretha (1). Af this time he ocwned
T horses, 15 cattle, 53 sheep, 2 pigs, 1 plow, 1 harmow, 2
wagons and 2 spinning wheels.” The census of 1816 gives
Johann Schroeder (50}, wife Cataring (30, children
Johann {8), Catarina (14), Helena (12), Sara (5). Margareta
(3) and Anganetha (1), with sarvant Maria (16) and fathar-
in-law Offert (77)." As can be seen, sometime between
1808 and 1814 Johann Schroeder remarried to Catharina
Oifert. Catharina Olfert came to Russia from Petershagen,
West Prussia with her father Abraham Olfert (b, ca 1740),
gister tha (b. ca 1787) and brother Johann (b. ca 1776)
in 1803."** At the time she was 18 years old. According to
the 1808 census she was the 21 year old maid of Isaak
Kasdorf of Rosenthal, Johann Schroeder's brothar-in-law
and reighbor at the tima!

The interesting circumstances surrounding the death of
Johann Schroedar's first wife, Katharina Kasdord, and his
remarriage to Katharing Offert are found in the records of
the Guardianship Committes for Foreign Settlers in South
Russia which, in turn are found in the Odessa State
Archives." What follows are rather approximate
translations from the Garman of B reports madea by the
Chaortitza Colony Gebiets Vorsteher (Obarschultz) Pater
Siemens 1o the Guardianship Committee, ™

To the New Russian Guardianship Department of
the Foreign Colonies of the Chortitza Regional Council.

{Crmthasst on page 7
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WCantivaed from page G0
Raport #1

The Regional Council in compliance with the
Guardianship Depariment reparts that on the 17" of
October last, & tragic event took place in the Chortiza
Colony in the villags of Kronsthal. The wifa of tha
aforementioned househaolder, Johann Schroeder hanged
herself in the shad. Althaugh that woman often showed
zigns of weakness of mind and insanity which she alluded
to shortly befora her death, the Ragional Council was
susplcious as to whether she had been given reason to
have taken this tarrible stap. Her husband has admittad at
timas to having agitated and offended her.

And what raisad aven more suspicion was that
Schroeder immediately after the death of his wife, enterad
inty & marisge ralationship with his maid-sarvant
Katharina.

The necassary investigations ware underiakan by the
Reglonal Council's Chairman Siemens, after his return
from Jekaterinoslaw on the 267 of the said month, fogethar
with the two Elders, Johann Wiebe and Jakob Dueck. Thus
Schroeder, together with his maid-servant weara called in
for a hearing/interrogation on October 30 before the
Regional Council and both times it was evidant that the
unfortunate woman was subjected to many agitations and
insults in her weakness and tharafare it is thought she toak
tha step In despair.

After the worship servica in the church an the 107,
Schroeder and his maidsenyant were called forward befora
the Elders and the Ministers/Teachers and had to
separataly give statemants re tha death of the woman.
When questioned whether they were not guilty of the death
of the woman, both answerad with “Yes'.

When however, they were questioned about their
unbacoming bahavior towards the unfortunate waman,
they both screamed like mad animalz against the Regional
Council as well as the Eldars, charging thearm with wanting
o ruin their lives, Because of their gross behavior, they
ware bannad from the Church.

The Regional Council in compliance with the
Guardianship Deparment hereby reparts how the Council
has dealt with these two,

Gebieths Vorsteher - Siemens
Baysilzar — Redakopp
Bevsilzer — MNeufeld

Mo 142

Movember 19. 1812

Report #2

Pursuant to an order of the Guardianship Bureau dated
the 13" of this month under Mo 2579, which the Regional
Council recaived on the 22, ra the Householder Johann
Schroeder and hiz maid servant Katharina, the Reglonal
Caouncil in compliance with the Guardianship Bureau
amrested and kept the above under 2ecure watch, 2o that
tha Office of tha Metherands Court may proceed promptiy
with the investigation.

(zehieths Varsteher — Siemens
Mo 165

Dec 28, 1812

Report #3

The Regicnal Councll in complianca with the
Guardianship Bureau reparts that on the 3™ of this month,
the investigation by Mr Sasidetal Mikolal Gestermavitach in
the case of householder Johann Schroeder and his maid
zervant of Kronsthal was carrled out and according 1o his
axamination of documents, declared that the above was
not guilty of the viclent death of his wife, and thus in
compliance with the Guardianship Bureau and requested
the Council to further deal with Schreader and his maid
sarvant,

Gebieths Vorsteher — Siemans

Baysitzer — Laycky

Mo 29

March 7, 1813

Report #4

Upen orders of the Guardianship Bureau of the 13" of
Ihe previous month, under Ma 747, in the case of Johann
Schroeder of Kronzsthal, the Regional Council in
camplianca with the Guardianship Buraau, has recaived
the abave order on the 20™ of the same month in its
Council.

Gebieths Vorsteher - Siemens

Baysitzer - Laycky

Mo, 69

Jung 8, 1813

Report #5

According to the order of the Guardianzhip Bureau of
the 27" of this month, under Mo 1241 in the case of the
Mennonite Schroeder in Kronsthal and his wife who hiung
hersalf, reparts that the Regional Cauncil has fulfilled all
the requirements of the Sandatels Mosganawa, in
complianca with the Guardianship Bureau, having received
the order on the 27" and promptly carried out by the
Coauncil.

Gebieths Vorsteher - Siemens

Baysitzer — Hedekop

Mo 106

July 249, 1813

Report #6

The Regional Council in compliance with the
Guardianship Bureau states that Mr. Sasartal Muchanowa
on December 22, 1813, in the case of Johann Schroeder
and his Katharina in Kronsthal, at the Ragional Council
according o his order, demanded a signature from the
Fagional Council, which was given to him, that Schroeder
in the Ekaterincslaw Netherdands Court on the 12" of this
mionth should take place. Since hawavear, tha raads wera
impassable, the Regional Council requests the
Guardianship Buraau that it ba postponad with the
Metherands Court until the roads are better,

i o pagne
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ACanrinned from poee Tl
Gehbeths Vorstaher - Slemens
Bevsitzer - Levcky
Mo B
January 10, 1814

Report #7

Pursuant to the Regional Council order of February 17,
under Mo 383 which was received an tha 27" of the sama
marnth, in the case of the Mennonite Johann Schroeder,
the Regional Council harewith presents (o the
Guardianship Bureau, that if Schroeder iz ordered before
the Jekaterinoslaw Metherdands Courd ra invasbigalion
about his wife who hung herself, the Fegional Coundgil will
promptly place him before the aforamentionad Cauncil.

Gebieths Vorsteher - Siemens

Beysitzar - Laycky

Mo 33

Mar 7, 1814

Report #6

Ag a result of the order of February 11 (Mo 209) to the
Ragional Council in the case of Johann Schroeder, that the
same is not found responsible for the hanging and death of
his wife and can be acquitted, the Guardianship Bureau in
compliance with ......... ? receivad on the 277 of the sama
manth and corveyed o Schroadar.

Council Chairman — Siemens

March 2, 1815

DOne can only speculate as to the frue cause of the
suicide of Katharina (Kasdarf) Schmedar. Al Ihe lime sha
took her own life she left behind 4 voung children,

&g the autharities ware delibarating what ralas Johann
Schroeder and Katharina Olfert plaved in the death of
katharina Schroader, thay ware involvad in analhar
scandal. The following 5 repons deal with the attack on
Kronsthal Mennonita Mardin Siemeans (b, ca 17B0) by
Johann Schroeder and Comelius Banman (b, ca 1732),
also of Kronsthal.™

To the New Russlan Guardianship Bureau of the
Foreign Colonists of the Chortiza Regional Council

Report #1

The Regional Council in compliance with the
Guardianship Bureau raports that in the [meaating] of this
Council of Dec 31 [Mo 185] last vear, in the case of the two
houssholdars Jahann Schroedar and Kornelius Balman of
Kronsthal in their beating up of Martin Siemens of the
same village, was conveved to the Guardianship Bureau
and that the two ciminals on last Mew Year's more
detailed dascription o the Guardianship Bureau in
compliance with Instruction 20 3 were provided. Because
of bad roads thasa bwa could not ba brought in, 2o it is
reported that the two, Schroeder and Balman were ....7 by
Martin Siemeans in 1812 and Balman was insulted in 1813
Whereupon according to Church practice he was fined with
B davys of church waork.

For the 1513 insults done to Balman it was found that
both had committed punishabla offences which however,

because of lack of Church work was siill outstanding...? In
terms of punishment Schroeder and Balman were not
galizfied . . . . 7 50 that Siemens wanted to discipline
himsalf, Schroeder did not want to agree, but on Dec 27,
1813, Lea., the following day of the aforementioned month
Schroader and his Katharing and Balman used trickery (o
invite Slemens t© Schroeder's housze for a friendly visit.
Upon entering he was hit on the head with a fist by
Schroader and Balman caught him by the feet and thay
dragged him into the shed. This was whera Schroeder's
wife, Katharina, hanged herself. They hit Slemens 20 hard
that ha is still sick in bed, Siemens condition was so
sarious on the 4 and 8 days that It was feared he would
dig, however by now he is able ta l2ave his bed,

Bacausa of this the Reglonal Council repots to the
Guardianship Bureau that because of bed roads it could
not b deliverad. as the Councll could not deal with the two
arrested as should have been,

Gabiaths Vorstehar — Siemans

Bevsitzer — Leycky

Mo, B

January 10, 1814

Report #2
Geb. Vorsteher - Siemens
Baysitzer — Laycky
Mo 14
d. 168, Febmar 1814

Pursuant to the order of the Regional Council of
February 11 of last year, Ma 360, in the case of the two
kronsthal Mennonites Johann Schroeder and Komelius
Balman, the Guardianship in compliance reparts that the
above order was recelved and appropriates copies o tha
Schultzen (Mayars),

Report #3

The Regional Council issues to the Guardianship
Buraau in complianca | that the housaholder Martin
Siemens of Kronsthal, requests of the Regional Council
and of both, i.e., Kornalius Balman and Johann Schroader,
who because of the beating of Siemens brought fo cour, is
begging that both be freed and is evidancad by the
follzwing signature of Siemens. Because of this the
Regional Council requasts the Guardianship Bureau on the
bagiz of Siemens’ request as well as on the confinuing
appaals of Balman, that both be raleasad as socon as
possible, with the promise that they do not repeat these
avil acts and after this bahave as good and honest man
towards all.

If these could ba fread withaut furher punishment the
FRegional Council requests that the Guardianship that
punishment assigned o Komelius Balman and Schroader
be removed.

Gabiaths Vorsteher — Siamens

Beysitzer - Leycky

Mo 14

February 16, 1514

o inned i poape ¥
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(Commmicd Fam paps 4/
Report #4

Az indicated at the end of this writing, we give notice
that we ara headily sorry for tha beating of Martin Siemens
and that we shall not commit such evils anymore, but will
use all our strength in baing paaceful and diligent
householders for the rest of our lives. In pledge of the
above, both Schroedar as well as Balman signed in the
prasence of the Regional Council on June &, 1514;

[signature of Johann Schroedear]

Cornallus Balman marks this .7 XXX

Gebieths Vorsteher — Siemens

Bavysitzar — Leycky

Beysitzer — Kopp

Report #5

Purzuart to the order of the Regional Council of
Fabruary 2, , No 1265, which was raceived on the 22 of
the same month, in the case of the wo Mennonites,
Johann Schroaedar and Kormalius Balman of Kronsthal, wha
beat up the househaolder Martin Siemens ... 7 That the
sama ba fraad from arrest and that, in the future thay
promise not 1o repeat such an action, which the Regional
Council racaived from tham in theair own handewriting
and .7

Gebiaths Worstehar — Siamans

Beysitzer = Kopp

Mo 894

D June 18, 1814

There is one other, earlier, mention of Johann
Schroeder in the Odessa documents.” Sometime around
1800 Johann Schroeder and Peter Unger (1753 - 1818)
entered into a contract fo build & mill for a priest named
Muransky in the village of Tomakovika. Since they were
going to use Colany lumber the Guardianship Office
prohibited the confract to be fulfilled despite a petition from
the Chorditza Colony Vorsteher Pater Siamens, that
Schroeder and Unger had promised to replace any lumbear
they used. Thess documeants are dated batwean Dec. 27,
1800 and Mar. 7, 1801.

According to all of the information available to us
Johann Schroeder was survived by 3 sons Johann,
Abraham and Pater, All three appaar to have been
landless. The guestion arises as to what happenad to the
Kronsthal property of Johann Schroedar, As was oftan the
case, Johann Schroeder entered into a 2econd marrage
with & much younger woman {abaut 20 years his junior), In
these circumstances when the husband died he left behind
a middie aged widow with young children. In such cases
the widow remarried ocut of necessity and the propery was
purchased by her new husband. | suspect that was case
with Johann Schroeder and Katharina Olfert.

We can construct the following family for Johann
Schroedar:

Johann Schroeder b, Sep. 25, 1763 Klein Lubin, WP
m. ca 1794 d. Kransthal,
Chortitza, Russia

katharina kasdorf b, ca 1774 West Prussia
d. Ogt. 17, 1812

Anna b. ca 1795 m. Bernhard Braun
Katharina b.ca 17497 d. July, 1801
Helena b. d. Aug. 1801
Katharina b. ca 1802 m. Gerhard Wall (BGE A53)"™
Helana b. Mav. 5, 1806 m. Petar Funk [BGE A35)
Johann b. Mav. 11, 1807 [BGEB ASG)
Sara b.ca 1811
Elizabath b. ca 1812 d. befare 1814
2" m. 1813
katharina Ofert b, ca 1784 Wast Prussia

d.

Margaretha b. ca 1813

Anganetha b. Mar. 15, 1815
m. Heinrich Wiens (BGB A29)

Abrasham b,
Sara b. Jun. 7, 1824 m. Dietrich Rempel
Peter b. May 21, 1825 im. Susanna Dirksan

Anna and Bermhard Braun lived on the Daniel Peters
estate in 1852.7" In the 1850 sensus he and his family were
listed under the family of hiz brother-in-law Johann
Schroader (family #6 in Kronsthal)

Sara and Dietrich Rempel moved to the Schiachtin
Colony where she died in 1882.%

Peter moved o the Yazykovo Colony In 1869, tha year
the colony was founded where they lived in the village of
Mikolaifeld. According to the Yazykovo census of 187273
Peter Schroeder came from Kronsthal and was registered
in the last census (1858) as living with his brother Abrabarm
(Family #9), Af the fime (1858} he was 30 vears old, his
wife, Helena Franz [Dirksen), was 20 vears old. They had
a foster daughter, Helena Bemhard Bemhard Braun. The
latter was certainly a daughter of their nephew Bambhard
Bernhard Braun,™

Abraham Schroader is listed in 1848 as a housshold
head in the village of Kronsthal.™ If we assume that he was
at least in his early 20's at thizs time wa can concluda that
he was born sometime between 13168 and 1825, We alzo
krniow that he was the head of househald 89 in Kronsthal in
1858. He is nat listed in the voters lists of 1847 and 1858,
s0 it can be assumed that he was not a landownear.** Ha
is also not inthe 1863 Choritza Colony “grain lists™ which
accounts for nearly every household In the calony.™ It is
possible that he died sometime between 1858 and 1363,
Thera Iz no further information on Abraham Schroader.

References, footnotes and acknowledgements will
appear at tha and of the [ast installment of tha Bargthal
achroeders series,

Mote: The confinuation of this article will appear in the
fall issiwe,
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Events

This year marks the 130th anniversary of the coming of
the first Mennonite setilers to the West Reserve in the
summer of 1875, This will be marked through events,
programs and celebrations marking the Mennonite
heritage. I'd like fo give credit to historian Lawrence
Klippensiein for bringing this to my attention in his recent
isswe of Windows on the West Reserve

w W

The calebration of the 125th anniversary of the
Altbergthal community confinues in 2005, Several evenis
of celebration hedd in 2004 are o be followed by a largar
reunion this year. The homesteaders of the community
obtained their homastead papars in 1879 and 1880,

The 16th annual Back Forty Folk Festival will be held in
Mardan on June 5 from 17 AM to dusk. Tickels ara $12 for
adults and 57 for studants.

Halbstadt, comprised of the former school districts of
Halbstadt, Strassberg and Blumenthal (Houston), is
halding a Heritage Reunion Picnic with a book dedication
and monument unveiling at the Halbstadt Community
Cantra, July 2-3. Register nowl

L Ll

Lowe Farm Bergthaler Mennonite Church centennial

Letters to the Editor

Dear Editor;

| would appreciate it i your readers would respond o
vy request for information as asked balow.

If anyone has any information peraining o a
"Bergthal Reserva”, please contact ma, Maranne
Janzen al <benge!1@shaw.ca>, | would also like 1o
know when the Mennonite setilements wera first refarmed
io as the "East” and “West™ reserves. Was it known only
ic the Mennonites as such, or to others as well? Your
help In-answering these questons would be very much

appreciated,

Sincersly,
Marianna Janzen

Editor's Nota: We appraciate the comments and
letters. Please feed free to submit your comments and
we will publish all letters that are relevant o the mandate
of Heritage Posting to Heritage Posting Editors 1310
Taylor Avenue, Winnipeg, Manitoba B3M 326 or e-mail;
edilon@mmbs.org

celebrations are set for July 2-31
L]

L

Now home to the Millennium Exhibition Centre and a
fine agualic centre is Allona's most besubiful Centannial
Park, which will host the Maniioba Sunfliower Festival on
July 15-17. The annual event atiracts thousands to Altona,
the Sunflower Capital of Canada. The town of Altona |s
also working on developing 8 hentage area, perhaps
located along the railway tracks that run through town, The
town council and the town heritage commities have been |
invited to congider how the Altbergthal School might fit into
such plans,

= erTr—

w & &

The Altona and District Research Centre is supervising
the translation of some documents donated recently, and
the indaxing of genealogical materials found in The Altona
Echo and its successor publication. For further info, contact
aschmidbi@mb. sympatico.ca.

Currant projects of Neubergthal's national site program
includa the renovation of a housa-barm located in the i
village. Chairperson of the local heritage board, Margruite i
Krahn, has axhibited her paintings tilled "Village Life" at the
Mennanite Heritage Village in Steinbach, Mannonite
Heritage Village, situated at Steinbach, will hold its biggest
avent of the year, Pioneer Days July 28 to August 1 - four
days of pioneer activities, parades, sleam power,
threshing, milling, horse shows, petting zoo, crafts,
Mannonile food, children's activiies and music.,

Tha Winklar Harvest Festival and Exhibition, full of fres
family fun, will ba held Aug. 12-14. At the same time

Stanlay Agricuttural Socsety holds a Light Harse & Pany

Show.
L] L] -

The town of Plum Coulee dates back to the 18805 when
commercial grain farming fourished and it was one of the
trade centres that sprang up o serve this agricultural
hinterland. This active community stages its 4th annual
Plum Festival Aug, 19-21.

L]

The 38ih annual Corn and Apphe Festival takes place

between August 26 and August 28 in Morden.
& i L

Gratna will be the site of the 2005 "Hot Spot” Festival,
Sapt 8-10th. Several significant donations have been
recaived for the Heritage Gallery of the Buhler Paerforming
Arts Centre. One is an old curtain from an early Gretna
theatra, contributed by Peter Hildebrandt.

The Pambina Valley Threshermen's Musaum holds iis
Pembina Threshermen's Reunion Segt. 9-10. It brings o

iife farming and harvesting praclices of by-gone days,



MMHS 2005 Standing and
Board Committees

Board Executive
Gilbert G. Brandt, president

Genealogy and Family History

Collsan Epp, secratary

Bart Frinsan

Evalyn Friesan

Maranne Janzen, vice-chair

Al

Bill Schroader, board rep

Richard Thiessen, consultant
cowabmasiar

Wernaer Toaws, chair

Historic SHes and Monumaents

Aba Ens

John Giesbrecht
Lawrance Giesbrecht

Ed Hoeppner, chalr

Ray Klippanstain

Peter Priess, vice-chair
Roland Sawatzky
Conrad Stoesz, board rep

Local History

Jo Braun

Mary Bueckeri

Mavis Dyck, vice-chalrboard rep
Adall Ens, chair

Henry Fast

Bart Friesen

Dave Harms

Martha Martens, secretary
John Penner

Membership and Publicity

Gilbert Brandt, vice-chairboard rep

Colleen Epp

Elmer Heinrichs, chalr
Marianne Janzen, secretary
Sarah Schwab

Publication and Marketing

Paul Friesen, vice-chair/boand rep
Jake Peters, chalr: Hans Wernar

Board Committees
Conscientious Objectors (CO)

Adolf Ens

Bill Rairmar

David Schroadar
Conrad Stoesz, chalr
Hans Warmner

Oral History

Donovan Glesbrecht, chair
Katherine Martans, secratary
Marg Meufaid

Hans Warner

Finance

Donovan Giesbrechl, treasurer
Ber Friesen, bookkeaper
John |, Frinsan

Rita Fast

MMHS Representative and
Liaison Appointments 2005

Representatives

Journal of Mennonite Studies
Roland Sawalzky

Divergant Voices of Canadian Mennonites
Ken Reddig, Royden Loswean

Mennonite Historical Society of Canada
Gilbart Brandt, Berl Friesan

Liaison [informal)

Manitoba Historical Socisty
Gilbert Brandt

Mennonite Heritage Village, Sieinbach
Berl Frissen

Meubergthal Heritage Foundation
John Giesbrecht

Winkler Heritage Soclety TBA

Post Road Hertage Group, Emarson
Conrad Stoesz

Altona & District Heritage and Research

Cantra
Lawrence Giesbracht

Mennonite Memaorial Landing Site
Royden Loswean

Steinbach Herllage Commitise
Royden Loswean

Museo ¥ Centro Cultural Manonita, A.C.
George Rempel, Adolf Ens,
Henry Ens

Mennonite Human Rights Museum
Roland Sawatzky
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State of the Society

by Gilbart G. Brandt

Greetings from your new Society President. The
Manitcba Mennonite Historical Society is filled with
hardworking, creative individuals—
people who woluntear much time and
affort io make the organization function
smoathly, How do | know? | have
observad the mambers in action. But
more than that—| have heard from others
about the great work our Sociaty is doing.

I recently spand a few days in British
Columbia. As is my habit, | visiled tha BC
Mennonite Historical sockety's archives,
Whila thera, several individuals commented thal they wera
anvious of our Mandoba group, Why'? Because we did so
much, and seemed o move ahead continuously. Cne
person asked, *How can your group do =0 much, and ba
invalved in 50 many projecis?”

I quickly respondead, “We have many hard-working
membears, members who have spant many years working
at seaing projects through to the finish,”

As | bagin my term as Prasident, ket ma say a huge
"Thank-you” to all of you in the Society—as members, as
commitiea participants, as board mambers. You are the
Society; you make the Society funclion effectively.

Mot everything is pedect, not everything s complated.
But, we ara moving forward. | for one, trust that this will be
a great year, a vear in which tha MMHS grows and
bacomas an aven maora anrching association, one that
rings with axcitemant.

Bool &
Filmm WNWotes

by Sarah Schwab

Ed Falk of Winkier recently compiled a collection of
letters held by the lale Peter Hoeppner, who was once a
resident of Waldheim. For further information, pleasea
contact Ed by phone 1-204-325-8929 or by e-mail at
edialki@mb.sympatico.ca.

Dr. Hans Wemer, a lscturer af the University of
Winnipeg, is currently writing a new history of Winkler,
which is scheduled for publication in 2006, Additionally, an
earlier history written by Frank Brown has been reprinted
by the Winkler Heritage Society (WHS), and can be
ordered by contacting sharmsi@mis.net. For furiher
information regarding the projects of the WHS, please
contact ken Loewen at kKhioewani@mis.net.

Boundary Trails Prodwctons is producing a
documentary for CTV"s “Manitoba Momeanis®, This
preduction company is a'so working on a fitm that will
includa documeantation about Oid Fort Dufferin and tha
wark of the International Boundary Commission, For further
details contact Jameas McChelland of Emerson at 1-204-
Ir3-27T3,

Hilton and Ralf Friesen have recently completed a book
entitted Abraham 5. Friesen Steinbach Pioneer. For further
information regarding this publication, contact Hilton at 1-
204-6E8-25960,

The following dates have
baen sot for bath
Exacutive and Board
maatings, Please take
note, i anyone has ilems
for discussion

Tha Executive and Boa
ane hore to serve all the
marmbers,

Meeting
Schedules

Executive Meatings Board Mestings

April 12 May 11

June 14 Ol 20

Sapt 20

MNow 29 Annual General Meeting
Jan 10, 2006 [(AGM) March 4, 2006
Feb 7




