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NMMHS reviews
past year

by Elmaer Heinrichs

After maating in Meu-Bergthal last year, the Manitoba
Mannonite Historical Soclety held its annual meeting in the
Sunflowar Capital, Aitona, in the West Reserve Sat.,
Fabruary 7. Meatings in rural centres are part of an effort 1o
famiiarize smaller communities with the work of the
sochely

Pleased with a higher tumoul, President Jake Peters
tokd more than 60 amateur histonans that in 2003 the
provinclal board had met in Niverville and Pium Coules, set
up a financial committes, began a reviaw of its own past,
and reports told how the society fosters an appreciation of
history.

Altona Mayar Melvin Klassen welcomed historians to
town. [ was the day of tha town's wintar carnival, and
Kiassan noted how the sociely's work nuriures history, the
efforl of teachers in encowraging gensalogy in schools, and
agreed the recording of history was of greal imporiance.

Altona historian Ted Fresan, who just published his
cwn memoirs, welcomed historians 1o Altona Meanmoniie
Church, and nofed that a recognized hislorian, Frank H.
Epp was ils first pastor, Ha also natad thal tha first
Mennonita historical sockaty was founded al Altona.

Foregoing a banguet to highlight the annual mesting,
the socialy sdded an Allona & district showcase avend
highlighting author readings, histoncal archivas, and
rastoration activibies. :

For mambearship and publicity, chair Ed Hoappnar
raported a hike in mambership dues 1o cover rising cosis, a
meambearship sufvay now N progress, and Issuing Hemfages
Posfing quartany

Adoll Ens reporied thal lacal history focused on two
areas of activity: workshops and preparing to publish tha
Sommareld Gameinde Buch, orginally Wast Lyane
Manmorite Church.

Members haard thal cormactions are being accapted lor
a future raprint of the Remnlaendear book.

Bert Frasan said that two W.C. Miller Collagiata
studanis received the Henry E. Platt mamonial writing
confest avands, publcation and manuscrpt translation
wiork in progress, hiring a student for several data antry
projects, and plans for A Family Rools Day at Steinbach
htarch 2T

Publications and marketing reported angoing work an

Bert Friesen, MMHS
treasurer, accepis
registrations from
members,

Jake Peters, MMHS
president, welcomes
the members fo the
Annual General
Meeting. This
completed his term
as president.

— Perina by Ted Barg

the history of Mennonites in Manitoba book project. with
final revisions, followed by selection of a publisher, ax

CMLU Press, The book is seen as a8 welcome coninbution to
Manitoba's history, for Mennonites and the public.

Chair Conrad Stoesz said projects hislonic sites and
monuments is engaged in are: Post Road bus tours, &
reburial of Mennonite remains In the Kleefeld area, marking
and creating an inventory of Mennonite historic sites, and
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involvamant in Altbergthal’s 125th anniversany in 2004,

Donovan Giesbrachi reportad that a new oral history
committes has begun inferviewing Mannonites who came
o Canada after WW I to produca an auwdio of people
fedling thair story.

Chair Conrad Stoesz says the Conscientious Objectors
o War manumeani commities has decided that educaton
and promiotion of the Mennanita paaca position is also
wital. Matarials are baing preparad for Mennonite churches,
with a8 Wab sile on Canadian COs soan o be launched.

Wamer Toaws and Maranne Janzen, both of Winnipeg
warna added, while John Giesbrechl, Lawrance Giesbrachi,
both of Altona, Royden Loawan, Steinbach, and Pald
Friesan, Donovan Giesbrachl, Roland Sawatzky, William
Schroeder and Conrad Stoesz, all of Winnipeag, were re-
alectad,

Traasurer Bert Friesan's fiscal report showad MMHS
with a 2003 year-and surplus of 34,235 due o axtra
donations (far two yaars), and prasaniad a budged for a
2004 £21,584 shortfall due to payout of the Meaxico project,

Margruite Krahn provided an update from the
Noubergtal historical committee.

Jack Klassen entertained the audience with excerpis
from the Dee Trajchimoaka. — Photos by Ted Barg

Ted Friesen long time supporter of the Historical
Soclety autographs his Memoirs. — Phata by Ted Barg

a prind job by kocal history and the Man. Mannoniles
boak

T.E. Frigsan told how Mennonite Histoncal Society of
Canada is aiming to tall the history of the most “guiat”,
and co-spansaring a work by Marena Epp on Mennonita
womean in Canada.

Altlona's showcase featured: Al Schmidt, Albona
archives, Joa Braun, Mennonite history classes, and Ray
Hlippanstain, Allbargthal turning 125 and Margruita
Krahn's Meubargthal story.

Krahn told how the village's past comes alive with a
wirter fastival, a Mannonile Journey and art.

Melvin Klassen, Mayor of
Altona, welcomes the
member of the society to
Altona for their Annual
Genaral Meeting.

— Phaso by Conrad Stoess




Land Dedicated for Ministry Centre

by Bert Friesen, with excerpts from the M. B. Herald

On Frday aftermoon, January 23, 2004, 8 crowd of
about 100 braved the elements to participate in a land
dedication service for the new Ministry Centre of the
Mennonite Brethren Conference. The new cenire is to ba
located at 1330 Taylor Avenue, Winnipeg

It was a cold aflemoon, but a bonfire had been bullt to
give the llusion of diminishing the effects of the extreme
iemperatures, Board members from across Canada, and
giaff from the Canadian and Manitoba M.B. Conferences

participated in the celebration,

The service began with the chair of the Canadian M. B
Conferance Board of Managament, Herb Suderman,
setting the theme thai this site would be a light io the

community and the world. Its mission was to be a witness 27
1o the gosped, This was supporied by the prayer of the

Executive Secretary of the Canadian M
B.Conference, David Wiebe, that all who worked
there would be part of fulfiling that mission
Then many of the staff affirmed this promise in
the many languages that the Canadian M. B
Conferance is using In its witness around the
world, Each person added a small log 1o the fire,
symbelizing the growing ministry in Canada

The moderator of the Canadian M. B

Conference, Jasha Boge, closed with a prayer
affirming the suppart of afl the membars of the
conference in this effort, A display of fireworks
which wene enjoyed by not anly the parcipants
in the service but also all the neighbours

completed the caremony

The camntre will house the stall of the
Canadian M. B. Conference and the Manitoba

MMHS BOARD
MEETING
Feb.24,2004

Tha Manitoba Mennoniis
Historical Society Board met for its
recrganization mesting at the
Mennonia Heritage Centra in
Winnipeg on Feb. 24, 2004, The
exacutive for 2004 consists of
Roland Sawatzky (vice-president),
Anng Ens (sacrelary) and Berl
Friesen (treasurer). The positicn of
president remains vacani and at the
time the board met, final consent had
mot been obtained from the person

Jasha Boge and Herb Suderman unvedl the Ministry
Centre sign as Canadian M. B. Conference personnel look
— Phofos by Conrad Sioasz

David Wiebe, Canadian Conference Executive Secretary, leads the
land dedication service as boanrd and staff personnel huddle

M. B. Confarence. Tha Centre for M, B. Studies #round a fire.
and the Christian Press will also relocate.

indicaling soma intarast in baing tha
meamber-at-large. | was lafi to the
axacutive o discarm how the position
of prasident should be filled.

Membears were also appointed to
tha varnous standing committeas of
the socaly and o the organizations
on which the sociely is represantad,
Positive commeanis wera heard aboul
tha annual genaral meating held in
Altona ([Feb. 7), including the
wonderful hospitality of the local
organizing committee, The
discusson of projections for 2004
focused on compliance with the new
privacy bagislation, increasing

meambearship of the society and
partcularty the pool of persons
willling fo be involved in commilttees
and the board, laadarship
succassion, review of fimancial
policies and management of the
records of ihe society. Each of tha
standing commitieas was also given
the opporiunity to report on
developments since submitting their
annual repord, Jake Pelers, the
retiring president of MMHS was
thanked for his very capable service
The next meeting of the board is
scheduled for May 12, although the
location is still to be announced.
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First Manitoba Mennonite Teachers' Society

by Lawrence Klippenstaeln

This iz the final parf of & series of arficles on fhe first
Manidobs Mennohile Teachaers' Sociaty of the West
Resene. The minutes from TE3Z - 7922, vsed for
researching this senes, is avalable af the Mannonite
Hertage, Centre in Winnpeg.,

In this concluding podion of excarpls from the minutes
of the Geman-English Mennonite Teachers' Society of the
Wast Resarve wa will look at proceedings from the meating
of Friday and Saturday, Movember 1-2, 1906, held in Plum
Coules,

H. H. Ewert, by now chairman of the Society, openad
the meeting with a brief appropriate maditation.

J. 8. Wolkef, Winkler, presented a paper enfitted "How
to Combine Geography and Nature Study”. Then followed
other papers such as "Decorating the Classroom,” by
Susie Hooge from the Edward School; "The Aims and
Methods In Teaching English," by A, D, Johnson; "The
Teacher as Citizen”, by J. J. Sawatzky teacher from Plum
Coulee; "Dealing with Mewly Enrclled Beginners,” by Sara
Woth, secretary treasurer of the Sociaty. H.H. Ewerl from
tha Mennonite Educational Institute, spoke on "Religious
Instruction in the School".

Twa mora presentations scheduled for the sessions
were not available, One of the topics missing, i.e.
"Gymnastic Exercizes.” was taken up in a discussion
ANYWaEY.

Guests of the Friday evening session were v
educators from Winnipag, Mr. Agnaw and Mr. Flatchar
(after whom the Fletcher Bullding in Winnipeg, used for
educational administrative offices for some timea, was
probably named).

The following officars weare elected for the naxt yaar:
H.H. Ewert as chairman, H. H. Hamm [from Altona) as
vice-chairman, Sara Woth a3 secretary-treasurer. The
program committes was o indude JB. Braun, Gretna, J.
3. Waolkof , Winkler, and P. H, Giesbrecht from Aliona. It
was agraad that the next meaeting would be in Winkler. &
treasury report noted the balance remaining of $4.80. with
a collection at these sassions having brought in 35.17.

Twenty-2ight names are listed among the teachers
attanding, although the recorded list fails to include several
people who gave presentations, and who were presumably
also teachers of the area. Among those present wene G,
= Komelsen and G. E. Kornelsen of Steinbach, From
recards checked, this seamad to ba tha firsl sessions of
the Society at which a teacher from Altbergthal was
presant, that is J.A. Schallenbarg. Allbergthal , apparently
had opened as a public school in 1204, and built 8 new
school building that yaar (this building is now located in
Altona, waiting to be converted info an interpretive centre
of some kind).

Schoolz reprezented in the recorded list of teachers
presant included: Winkler, Blumstain, Blumental,
Strazsbery, Rosenheim, Rosenbach, Brunkild, Langevin,

Weidenfeld, Atona, Steinreich, Edenburg, Meu- Kronstal,
Steinbach, Maeuhaffnung, Edenthal, Kronsfeld, Edward,
Halbstadt, Altbergthal, Gretna, Greenfam, Plum Coulee,
Amstardam, Blumfield, Rosenort, and Grosswaida,

A researched assessment of the contribution of the
Society to the davalopment of the southarn Manitoba
Mennonite schoolz is much needed. This was clearly a vital
institution, and it is hoped that more records, s, beyond
1822, can be located somewhere. It iz not known when
the organizetion disbandead, but this is the place to
acknowledge the late Harry 3. Friesen of Winkler for
helping to preserve the records on which this seras has
been based. It is possible that Mr. Friesen was the last

Mennonites and Refugees:
A 25 Year Retrospective

A history conferance examining tha inleraction babsean
Morth American Mennonites and refugees will take place
an Septamber 30 and October 1, 2005, at the University of
Winnipeg. The conference is held on the 25" anniversary
af the coming of the so-called Vietnamess ‘Boat Peopla’
and cther Southeast Asian refugees in 19731280, This
was & time when many Canadian and Amearican
Mennonites became directly imvolved in refuges
sponsarship.

Research papers will follow four themes;

= the histonz, cultural and theological context which led
Marth Amarican Mannonites to lake leading roles in
refugee sponsorship programs;

& the cross-cullural axperience of both the refugees and
the Mennonite hosts during the months of actual
sponsorship and settiemnant

¢ the organizational response by Mennonite institutions
such as MCC Canada and other institutions o the
coming of the rafugeas

s the leng-term inter-ethnic relationships — direct and
indirect — hetwaen Canadian/Amarican Mannaniles and
newcomers from the southern hemisphere, specifically
those from Africa, Latin Amearica and Southaast Asia

The conference will take place in Eckhardt Gramatte
Hall at the Liniversity of Winnipeg on Friday, Saptamber 30
and Saturday, October 1, 2005

The conference is hostad by the Chair in Mennanite
Studias, University of Winnipeg. It is sponsored by the
Divergent Waoices of Canadian Mennonites subcommittes
of the Mennonite Historical Society of Canada with funds
from Mennonite Central Committee Canada.

mambers of the Planning Committee include; Sandy
Dooey, lonka Hristozova, Larry Kehler, Rovden Loewan,
Ken Reddig, Stephanie Stobbe, Tim Wicher. For further
irformation contact Rovden Loawen, Chair in Mennonite
Studies, Univarsily of Winnipeg, 515 Portage Ave.,
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada, R3E 2E3 or email o
r.Loewani@uwinnipe].ca
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It’s kﬂpﬂ firme! — aiabout life, work and pilay in a Mennonite family

by Elmer Helnrichs

Fazpa s a book about family by Eleanor Hildebrand
Chornoboy, who grew up on a famdly farm in the S0 of
Edenburg and attended a one-room schoolhouse. This
compiation of siofes about two second- and third-
genaration Maniioba Mennondte familbes who arrived in
Canada from south Russia (Ukraing) In 1874 has been
fondly recelved by readers,

Faspa was a snack tima betwean lunch and supper,
and traditionally, it was served in Mennonile homes daily.
During summer Faspa with homemade bread was often
brought to the man working in the flelds. The serving of
Faspa was also seen as a show of hospitality,

These stories have universal appeal — about horme-
based medical practices, daily home and farm (e, todlet
training, tha impact of Mannonite sons going off to war, and
rural telephone party lines. they come spiced with a haaithy
dosa of humour, a deep sense of pathos, and practical,
home-grown information about the reral way of life of these
Mennonite Canadians.

In thaze vignettes, the author talls about the
axparences of children and grandchildren of her
grandparents, earty Mennonite setllers to souiharn
Manitoba. Specifically these are the stores of the Petar 5.
and Katharine Hildebrand, Edenburg, and Johan M. and
Helana Sawalzky, Blumenthal familkes.

The Hildebrands were children of Hildebrands and
Doerksens, of Sommedeld; and the Sawalzkys weara
children of Sawatzkys, of Halbstadt, and Hidebrands, of
Sommerfeld.

The pages in the book tell about momants of that first-
genaration's children and grandchibdren (the author's aunts
and unches, and cousins). With different families and many
shared similar names, stories are prefaced with a
genogram (chart) to indicate whom it's about.

But readers, especially thosa with Meannonite roots, who
lived hare in the first half of the twentiath century will fasl
that thesa stores about experiances of everyday life bear a
surprising resemblance o a way of life and norms in other
families, and even eisawhere on the rural Prairies.

in the book Charnoboy offers short introduciions, and
for each fitlingly tells readers what fo expect. Topics like
iife and times, booze and prohibition, childbirth and babiaes,
and smiles and chuckles, each with a series of compact,
subtie stories, delicataly told.

And suitably readers learn right at the outsel what the
book is all about, How “Mennonites brought a way of iife
with them io Southern Manitoba. The family remained the
canterpiece of each custom and tradition, It was a culture
af church, family, friends, hard work and some play.”

Today's border patrol along the U.5./Canada boundary
betwean Gretna and Emearson is 8 remindear for old-time
residents of RCMP officers on horseback who patrolled the
International Boundary during Prohibition years in the
1920s searching for illicit trafficking.

Then Americans were eager to buy liguor, and one path

Eleanor Hildebrand Chomoboy reads from her

new book Faspa. — Phota by Ted Bang
from Canada to the Unites Stalas thal the bootleggers
fownd ran directly across Paler 5. and Katharina
Hildebrand’s yard. On nights when they got stuck in
potholes or snowdrifts, Hildabrand falt obligated to halp.

“After all, it was the neighbourly thing to do,” writes
Chomaobiay.

The book tells about good times in daily life, ia.
mathars giving birth o healthy babies, and families joining
a young couple o celebrate at a wedding, but it was also a
time of hard work, of poverty and accidents, and
sometimeas, both mather and baby dying in chiddbdrth,

Pearhaps thare's no more telling chapter about
Mennonites, and their fealings about famiy and faith, than
ara fourd in the “war and peace” saction, Whike fromming
on going o war, when asked about his boys, Mr.
Hildebrand, at tha Gretna P.O., could reply "My boys are
dioing good.”

Simply put, this is a book about Mennonite family lifa in
southermn Manitoba early in the 20th century, and the author
has capturad it well.

About the Author

Eleanor grew up on tha family farm in the school district
of Edenburg where she attended a one-room schoolhouse
Graduate of MCI, she holds her teaching credentials, a
Bachelor's degree and a Master's degree in Family studies
at the University of Maniioba, Her professional life has
been dedicated to children with special needs and their
families. working towards inciusion of all children who are
gified with different strengths.
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GENEALOGY — The Early Mennonite Gerbrandt Family — Part 2

By Glenn Penner*®

Johann Gerbrandt b, before 1725
m. d. Aug. 24, 1765
Tiegenhagen, West Prussia

Dirk{?)  b.ca. 1745

This family was Frisian.

According to the Tiegenhagen Catholic church records
Johann Gerbrandt lived in Tiegenhagen from 1747 to
1765.% He is also listed in a land lease of 1764.* His
death is recorded in the Tieganhagen Catholic church
records and he died at a location referred to as Alt
Rosevalt.™ His son Dirk was baptized into the Orlofferfeide
Frisian Mennonite church,®

Johann Gerbrandt b. ca 1718

bapt. 1761

m, d. Nov, 22, 1781

Blumanort, Wast Prussia
Margaretha b. ca 1721

d. May, 26, 1781

Blumeanart, West Prussia
Possible children of Johann Gerbrandt:
Margaretha b, ca 1745 d. July 7, 1747
Johann b. ca 1745 d. Apr. 10, 1748
Peter b. ca 1748 d. Apr. 24, 1748
Agnetha b. ca 1751 d. Jan. 28, 1753
Johann b. ca 1757 d. Aug. 12, 1788
Thomas b. ca 1761 d. Aug, 5, 1768
Dranied b.ca 1766 bapt 1788

This family was Flemish.

The first 6 children listed above are found in the burial
register of the Lutheran Church at Flrstenau."” In each
case the father is given as Johann Gerbrandt, but the
village is not given. Mennonite deaths in the village of
Biumenart are found in the Firstenau Lutheran records.
Thie baptism of Daniel Gerbrandt, surviving son of Johann
Gerbrandt, of Blumenaor is found in the Gross Waerder
{Flemish) Mennanite baplismal register,”’ Johann
Gerbrandt, his wife, one son (Daniel?), and 3 daughters
are found In the 1772 and 17786 censuses, in Blumenort.”"
He was the owner of 8.5 Morgen of land.” There are no
Gerbrandts in Blumenort in the 1789 land census,
indicating that his land was not inherited by his son.”

Johann Gerbrandt b.
m. d,
Catharine Meufeld b ca 1726
d. Apr. 27, 1796 YWest Prussia

This family was probably Flemish.

This is likely the Johann Gerbrandt listed in Kiain Mausdor
in 1788." The death of Catharina (Neufeld) Gerbrandt is
listed in the Gross Mausdorf Lutheran burial register.™

Johann Gerbrandt b, ca 1757

m. Sep. 18, 1782  d. July 14, 1830
Wengelwald, West Prussia
7?7 Quiring b, before 1764
d.
Helena b. Aug. 29, 1783  d. Sep. 26, 1790

Anna b. Mar. 11, 1785
Katharina b.Feb. 17,1787  d. Sep. 12, 1827
Heinfich  b. Dec. 7, 1782

Jacob b, June 2, 1798 d. June 29, 1788
Helena b. Mar. 21, 1800

This family was Frisian.

The marriage and death dates, and tha dates given for tha
children of Johann Gerbrandt afe found in the Thiansdod)
Marcushof (Frisian) Mannonite church records.” Johann
Gerbrandt was living in Meudolstadt at the time of his
marriage, It is possible that he is the son of Jacob
Gerbrandt, who died in Meudolstadt in 1785. He later lived
inm Augustwald, whera his children ware bom and whera ha
is recorded as having 2 Morgen of land in 1788.°

Johann Gerbrandt b. ca 1720(7)

i, d. cal¥rm

Tieganhagen, West Prussia
Dirk{7) b. ca 1745 bapt 1761
Johann(?}) b.ca 1769 bapt. 1785
Maria (7) b.ca 1764 d. Feb, 28, 1770
Maria (7) b.ca 1771 bapt. 1785

This family was Frisian,

The baptisms of Dirk, Johann and Maria are recorded in
the Orioferfelde (Frisian) Mennonite church books, and
they are listed as surviving children of Johann Gerbrandt.™
Tha death of a daughter Maria is recorded in the
Tiegenhagen Cathalic burial register.™ This Johann
Gerbrandt is probably the one who is found in
Tiegenhagen in 1772 and 1776." He may also ba the
Johann, son of Jacob Gerbrandl , who was baptized in
1736, According 1o the Orofferfelde church records a
widow Hans Gerbrand! marmied Hans Listz in Tegenhagen
in the pariod 1778 o 1779, Sha is lkely the widow of this
Johann Gerbrandt. A possible son, Dirk, was baptized in
1761 and is recorded as moving to the Tragheimensveide
cangregation in 1777,

Johann Gerbrandt b, ca 1753

m. Mar. 25, 1784 d. Apr. 28, 1793
Schanhorst, West Prussia
Maria Wall b.
d.

Johamn b, June &, 1785 Leska, Wast Prusssa
Helena b. Sep. 26, 1TB8  Schinhorsi, West Prussia

FC owidnuwsl an pagye 7
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This family was Flamish

He was the son of Peter Gerbrandt (b. ca 1718). He and
his brother Peter seem 1o have moved to the Heubuden
congregation, whers he was married in 1784." He
raturmed to Schénhorst scon after and is recorded there in
the land census of 1789." His widow remarried to Johann
Fast on Feb. 4, 1794, according to the Ladekopp (Flemish)
Mennonite church records. '™ Peter's death and the birth of
his daughter Helena are also found In these records.

Johann Gerbrandt b. ca 1765 Gross Wickerau,
West Prussia
m. about 1805-07 4. Russia
Calharina b. ca 1786 West Prussia
d. Russia
Thomas b. ¢a 1808 m. Catharina Penner

Thiz family was Flemizh.

Johann was the zon of Thomas Gerbrandt {1741-07) of
Grass Wickarau, Wast Prussia. Johann Gerbrandt mowved
to Russia in 1805 as a 37 vear old single man. The
immigration records (found on paga 87 of Peter Rempel's
boaok) include him in the family of Isaak Klassen.™ This
family is found in & 1816 census of the Chortitza Colony,
and was living in the village of Chortitza at the time.™ Son
Thomas is the ancestor of many Gerbrandts in Russian,
Morth and South America (see Part 3).

Mathaniel Gerbrandt b, o5 1734

m. bafora 1765 d. Mov. 14, 1788  Kerbswald,
Yest Prussia
Susanna Block b. ca 1738
d. Awg, 19, 1784 Neustadterwald,
West Prussia
Wilhelm (7} b ca 1766 [see eniry for Wilhelm)
Maria (7} b. ca 1768 d. Aug. 28, 1785
Mathaniel b, ca 1771 d. May 28, 1771
Jacob d. ca 1773 bapt. 1785
2"'m. 1785
Helena Pauls b.
d.
Dirk () b. ca 1787 bapt. 1804 (Kerbswald)
Heinrich b, Apr, 3, 1793 Kerbswald
David k. Feb. 21, 1797 Kerbswald

This family was Frisian,

Mathanial Gerbrandt was the son of Jacab Gerbrandt of the
Gross Werder (zee above). The death of Susanna Block
and son Mathaniel ware recorded in the burial register of
the Flrstenau Lutheran church, and occurred in
Meustddtarwald.”” The daath of Nathaniel Gerbrandt and
daughter Maria, as well as the baptisms of zonz Dirk and
Jacoh are found in the ThignsdorfMarcushaof (Frisian)
Mennanite church records.™ His marriage to Helena Pauls
{of tha Klain Weardar] was recorded in the QOrlofferfelde
{Frisian) church bocks.'® Nathanlel Gerbrandt likely movad
from Meustédterwald to Kerbswald in 1785, Probably due

to his marriage o Helena Fauls, who was orginally from
the Klein Werder ragion.

Feter Gerbrandt b, o5 1719

Im. d.

Agatha b.ca 1720
d.

Peter b. ca 1749

Johann b. z2 1753

Thiz family was Flarmush.

Peter Gerbrandt was recorded az a weaver in the 1772
West Prussian cansus but is not found inthe 1776 cansus
of Mennonites.”® His sons Peter and Johann seem to have
mowved o the Heubuden area, The baplism of Peter (in
1770y and the marriage of Jehann (in 1764) were recorded
in the Heubuden [Flemish} Mennanite church boaks.™ The
years of birth are estimated from the ages of this family in
tha 1772 cansus,

Peter Garbrandt b, ca 174849

m. about 17233-85 d. Nav, 3, 1809 Krebsfeld,
Wast Prussia
Anna Berglen) b, za 1764
d. Dac. 31, 1808 Krabsfald,
West Prussia
Fetar b, May 22, 1797 Krebsfeld
Bapt. 1818 d. Jul. 7, 1868 W. Pruszia
Helena b, Oct 1736 d. Sep. 3, 1808 Krebsfeld
Child({?)

This family was Flenizh,

The daaths of Petar, Anna and daughter Helena are found
in the burial register of the Gross Mausdorf Lutheran
church. The birth of son Peter is racarded in the Ladekopp
(Flemish} Mennonite Familienbuch. The baptism of Peter
Gerbrandt's surviving son Paler of Krabsfald can ba found
in the Gross Werder (Flemish) Mennonite baptismal
register. According to the Gross Mausdorf records Peter
Gerbrandt was survived by 2 children when he died.

Thomas Gerbrandt b. ca 1741

m. about 1762-67 d. Mar. 2, 1797 Gross Wickerau,
West Prussia

b. before 1747

d. after 1790

Elizabeth Wiens

Jaharin b. ca 1768 o Russia in 1805
Bapt. 17328

Anna b. ca 1768 rmi. Barn. Friesen (1802}
Bapt. 1738

Daughier b, 177273 d. Juna 18, 1773

Arend b. ca 1775 d. Apr. 4, 1790

Thamas b. ca 17T to Hussia in 1815

Dirk(?) b. Jan. 5, 1784

This family was Slemizh,
Thamas Garbrandt was known to hava lived in Gross
Wickerau from before 1772 until his death in 1797, The
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baptisms of his childran Johann and Anna are recorded in
the diary of Altester Gerhard Wiebe of the Flemish
Mennanite church of Elbing/Ellerwald.”® The deaths of
Thomas Gerbrandt, his daughter {name not recorded ) and
san Arend, are found in tha burial records of the Elbing!
Meuhelde Lutheran church.® There is some guastion as to
whether Dirk was his son {see Part 3 of thiz series).

b.ea 1779 Gross Wickeraw
d. after 1836 Grossweide,
Malotschna, Russis

Thamas Garbrandt

m. aboul 1800 -1806

Barbara Klassen(?} b, oo 1782

Elisabeth k. Feb. 2B, 1807("1  m. Paul Loawen
Martin b. July 27, 1307 d. Aug, 28, 1807
Jacob b, July B, 180E d. Aug. 3, 1808
Anganetha b, Oct. 19, 1804 d. Mar, 12, 1812
Abraham b Sap. 5, 1811 d. Oct. 19, 1811
Barnhard b Oct. 25, 1812

Johann b. Dec. 16, 1813 d. July 10, 1814
Barbara b. Oct. 3, 1814 d. Oct, 3, 1814
Jacob b. Dec. 26, 1815

Barbara b. Sep. 10, 1817 d. Sep. 20, 1817
Anna b, Sep. 18, 1818 d. Sap. 29, 1818
Johann b. about 1519720 d. 1820

Barbara b. ca 1822

This family was Flarsh,

Thiz family lived in Meuteich, West Prussia fram 1808 to
1818, and all dates for thal time pardod come from the
Ladakopp (Flamish) Mennanite church reconds.'™
According to pages 122, 146 and 160 of Patar Rempal's
book, tha Thomas Gerbrandt family, which consisted of
Thomas, hiz wife {no name given], sons Bemhard and
Jacab, and daughter Elisabeth, moved to Grossweide in
the Molotschna colony in Russia in 1819." They ana
recorded as living in the village of Grossweide in the 1535
census of the Molotschna calany.™

Wilhelm Gerbrandt b. Jan. 17, 1766 Oberkerbswalde

m. Ocl &, 1801 d. Sep. 2, 1849 Qberkerbswalde

Sara Schrider b. Sep. 2, 1780 Oberkarbswalde
d. Jan. 26, 18350 Oberkerbswalde

= aly b. about 1801

Heinrich b. June 26, 1803

Katharina b May 8, 1806

Elisabeth  b. May B, 1806

This family was Frsian.

The Wilhelm Gerbrandt family lived in Oberkerbswalda in
1811, and the astimalad births wear of hiz 200 iz based on
his age at that time.'” The dates for Wilhalm Gerbrandt and
Sara Schrider ara from the ThiensdorfMarcushof
marriage register, ™ According to this record Wilhelm was
the san of Mathanil Gerbrandt of Oberkerbswalde, who
died in 1798 at the age of B4, and whose wifae died in 1795
at the sge of 62, Tha father of Sara was Abraham
schrader. This marriage register was contrucied from tha
earlier, original church records. Tharefore some of the

family connections may be assumptions by the person whao
put togethar tha marriage register. Thare is also the record
of the baptism of a Wilhelm, son of Dirk Gerbrandt, of
Kirschwald in 1783.%

Wilhalm Garbrandt b cg 1745
. d, Jan, 1, 1819 Cirloffarfelde
Anna Lialz k. ca 1747

d, Dec. 25, 1812 Orofferfalde
Helena  b.oca 17723 Bapt. 1787
Jacak b. ca 17801 Bapt. 1796

Thig family was Fasian.

The deaths of Wilhelm and Anna and the baptisms of thelr
children are found in the Crofferfalde (Frisian) Mennonite
church recards.™ This family is found in the 1772 Wast
Prussian census, the 1776 Mennonite census and the
1789 Land census.” "

Other, Unconnected, Gerbrandts

The following is a list, with original sources, of othar
Gerbrandts found in sady Wast Prussian racords which |
hawve not been able to connect with any of the above
families.

Agnatha Gerbrandt, wife of Isaac Reimer d. Feb. 12, 1778
age 37 (b, za 1741}
Source: Firstanau Lutheran burlal register."

Agnete Gerbrandt, wife of Jacob Berg of Lackendaorf, d,
Jan. 18, 1785, age 40 (b. ca 1755)
Source: Furstenau Lutheran bural register.’

Anna Gerbrandt (Mrz.) of Kerbswald who died on June 23,
1795, Mennonite recards say she was 76 yaars old,
Lutheran records say that she was T4 yvears old.

Sources; ThiensdorfMarcushaf {Frisian} Mennonita church
racards:™ Elbing St. Annen Lutheran burial register,™

Aron Gerbrandt, who died in Orleff on Oct. 5, 1816 at the
age of 70 years, 1 manth and B days (b. Aug. 28 1746).
Source: Ladekopp (Flemish) Mennonite church records, ™

Bemhard Gerbrandt, who diad in Ordoff an Aug. 12, 1810
at tha age of 61 years (b. ca 1749), He isreferred toas a
Jungesell”, i.e. a bachelor,

Sourca: Ladekoepp (Flomish} Mennaonite church records.™®

Catharina Gerbrandt, who was mamied to Claas Wiens of
Hermmenhagen. Their son Claas was baptizad into the
Heubuden {Flamish) Mennonite church in 1786, She died a
widow on Jan. 30, 1803; aga of B4 yaars (b, ca 1739
Sourca: Heubuden church records.®

Dirk Gerbrandt, who died on Mar. 9, 1751, i
Source; Elbing St. Annan Lutharan burial register. ™

Dirk Gerbrandt, who died on Mar. 2, 17358, B
Source: Elbing St. Annen Lutheran burial registear.™

Dirk Gerbrandt of the Elbing area. Unnarmad childran of a
Dirk Gerbrandt died on the following dates: Sep. 29, 1755,

Wakziraed an page 9
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Events

APRIL 24 - Stores from New Immigranis. The Local
History Committee of MMHS i1s sponsoring this event in
Winkler.

& ® W

JUNE 26 — Ceremony of Reconciliation being planned
by the Evangelical Reformed Church of Switzerand
honouring Hainnch Bullinger and Felix Manz., This event is
by imvitation only” with some 100 “Anabaplists” invited, For
further information contact All Redekopp, Mennonite
Hearitage Cantra.

" ® ¥

Mennonite Hertage Village 40th anniversary
celebrations this year, For further information contact;
infai@mannonitehartagevillags.com ar call the Musewm at
204-326-0661.

® B ¥

SEPT 30—0OCT 1, 2005 — Symposium by the Chair of
Mennonite Studies. The Symposium will celebrate the 25™
anniversary of the coming of the Indo-Chinese refugees
("Boal Peopla™) whao setiled in Canada, often sponsored by
various church groups,

We also want {0 mention the upcoming community
reunions and anniversary celebrations for Altbergthal
peophe (former and now), and the folks connected with the
Thames (Bergfeld) 5.D., aready scheduled for late August
this year. For info on the latter, contact Bill Penner at the
Altona Credit Union ph. 324 6437,

- 8

JULY 23-25 — Heppnar — Hosppner Renunson, This
evant iakes place at the Marvin M. Schwan Retreat and
Conference Cenire, Trego, Wisconsin, Information on
accommodationfodging and meal package rales is
available from Damell Heppner, 2004 Heppnar-Hoappnar
Reunion, P.O. Box 577, San Leandro, CA 04577,
Registration should be in by April 30, 2004,

- 8

The Mennonite Heritage Village was the site for another
successful "Roots Day,” Some eighteen displays were st
up 8s numerous people came to check on their family
roots.  This annual event has attracted amatewr
genealogisis from many communities and is considered a
highdight for those searching out the past.

I il froems poige )

Mav. 11, 1758, June 15, 1763, Juna 28, 1763 and a
daughier, age 2V years, on Fab. 28, 1774, Thare was also
a daughtar Maria, who died on Aug. 23, 1785 at the aga of
15 years,

Source: Elbing S1. Annen Lutheran burial registar,™

Dirk Gerbrandt, whose son Jacob marmad Amalia Momber

an May 14, 1820,
Source: Grandma database version 4.11."%

Garhard Gerbrandt, who died in Orloff on Apr. 4, 1814 at
the age of 61 years (b. ca 1753},
Sourca: Ladekopp (Flamish) Mannonite church records. ™

Hainrch Gerbrandt, llegitamate child, who diad on June
24, 1778, 2 waaks old.
Source: FOrstenau Lutheran burtal register. ™

Jacob Garbrandt, of Trappen, near Finkenstein (Elbing
araa), who married Margaretha Dirksen on Oct. 24, 1802,
Source: Zayer Lutheran marriage records. ™

Johann Garbrandt, of the Klein Waerder, whose son
Johann was baplized inlo the Tragheimerweide
congregation in 1781.

Source: Tragheimerseide (Frisian) Mennonite church
records."”

Johann Gerbrandt, whose daughter died in Aschbude on
Apr. 1, 1757, May ba the samea Johann as above.
Source: Nauheide/Elbing Lutheran church records.™

Judith Garbrandt of Hermenhagen, baptized into the
Heubuden (Flemish) Mennonite church in 1785. She

Married Jacob Klaassen and they moved from Sandhof,
West Prussia to Lichifelde, Mokotschna Caolony in 1818,
Source: Heubuden baptismal register.™ Zeyer Lutheran
birth records.** Mennonite Genealogy Inc. card fila.

Margaratha Gerbrandt, wife of Diedrich Rempel, d. July 1,
1782, age 48 {b. ca 1744),
Source: Neuheide/Elbing Lutheran church records. ™

Margaretha Gerbrandt, who married Peter Classen of

Orioff on Apr, 20, 1778,
Source: Ladekopp (Flemish) Mennonite church records, ™

Peter Gerbrandt, diad on May 2, 1726,
Source: Gross Mausdorf Lutheran burial register.

Peter Gerbrandt, whosa son died on Dec. 31, 1725.
Source: Firstenau Lutheran burial register.™

Peler Gerbrandt, died on Fab. 11, 1728 in Einlage.
Source: Elbing St Annen Lutheran church records. ™

Peter Gerbrandt, died on June 10, 1733 in Einlage.
Source: Neuheida/Elbing Lutheran church records. ™

Selcka Gerbrandt, who marriad Abraham Paters of
Tiegarfeld on Feb. 20, 1783,
Sourca: Ladekopp (Flemish) Mennonite church records, ™

Susanna Gerbrandt of Marenburg, baptized inte the
Heubuden (Flemish) Mennonite church in 1782,

Source: Heubuden baptismal registar.™

To be continued

Referances will appear at the end of tha last installmant of
the series on this family.

* g-maill: gpennen@uogualph.ca




10

Glances at our Manitoba Churches

by Bert Friesen

Griswold M.B. Church was founded on June 5, 1928
with Henry Pennar of Alexander as its leader. Thara weara
22 mambars which mat in homes unfiil 1828 when a church
bulding was bought in Griswold with a seating capacity of
150 paople.

In 1854 the congregation built @ new church in
Alexander. Their dedication service was hald on
September 18, 1854, Tha name was changed o Alexander
MEB Church. On April 16, 1973, there was a unanimous
dacision (0 close the church, All membearships wara
transferred to the Brandon MB Church

The churches leaders included: Jacob Abrahams
(1930}, J. J. Friesen (1831-1932), P, J. Heide (1833}, J. M,
Wittenbarg (1934-1937), Pater Mandthar (1938-10944),
Abraham Friesen (1945-1851), Abe L. Klassen {1352},
John J. Krueger (1953-1960), H. C. Schroeder (1961-
1884}, Pater J. Doerksan (1868-1971),

Armaud Town Hall.

The Arnaud Mennonite Brethren Church, located in the
Municipality of Franklin, was affiliated with the Manitoba,
Canadian and General Conferences of the Maennonite
Brethren Churches. The congregation began iis history on
June 14, 1825, consisting of 23 membars. Thay oniginated
from the Soviet Union with the founding leader being
Abram Peters, Thay began their senvices in the Unitad
Church building and then tater moved into the town hall, In
1935, the congregation moved into their first permanant
bulkding. Operation of the church was paid by tha income
coming from a piece of land that was farmed by the church
mambers,

Church membership reached its peak in the years
1840-1943. Becausa of fire, thay neaded to rebuild in
1852, Church membership was 26 in 1965 and because of
declining atiandance, the church dissolved on April 17,
1980

The leaders of tha church included: Abram Pelers
{1925-1927), Abram Nightingale {1927-1933), Henry P.
Toews (1933-1948), Isaac Toaws (1248-1959), David
Thiessan (1953-1967), Edward G. Thiessan (189687-1875),
leadership committes - Waldo H. Thiessen, Edward G.
Thiessan, and taka P. Janzen (1875-1878), Edward G,

Thiessen (1976-1980)

Mennonites settiad in the Ste. Elizabeth, Amaud, and
Dominion City areas in 1925, They meat to worship in
private homes and rented faciities when these bacamea
availabla. In 1929 it was decided to build a meeting house
at Ste. Elizabeth. This was the first meating house built by
tha 18205 Russian Mennonia immigrants in westam
Canada

Traval conditions and means made it difficult for the
entire group to worship together at Ste, Elizabeth. So in
1844 another meeting housa was built in Arnaud. The
Mennonite Brethren families had already built a meeting
house in Armaud in 1935 so0 many of the other Mennonite
families worshiped there until 1944, An atiempt at
remalning an equal congregation in the Lichtenauwer
Mannonitan Gameinds did nat work out 8o two
independent congregations emerged after 1944, the
Lichienau Mennonite Church at Ste. Elizabeth and the
Amaud Mennonite Church. They did co-operate in some
programmes such as the Jugendvernsin. For Some major
celebrations, such as the 40th anniversary of the
seftlement in 1965 the three congregations, Lichlenau,
Amacd M.B_, and Amacwd M., celabirated together. The
Amaud Mennonite Church continued o survive after
Arnawd M.B. congregation dissolved in 1880 and the
Lichienau congregation 1990. The leaders of the
congragation wara: Johann Poattker (at Ste. Elizabath
1933-1944) (at Arnaud 1944-1996), Abram Warkentin
(1944-1865), Peder Hardar (1953-1853), John Krueger
( 1862-1876), David Wiabe (1877-1886), Jacob Funk

{Chsaitrerresd’ oor e J 1)

Arnaud Mennonite Church,

Dak Lake Mennonite Church.
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Molochna 2004

Molochna "04 “Mennonites and Thair
Meighbours, 1804—2004" i an intermational
conference commemorating the bicaentennial of
Mennonite settlement in the Molochna region of
Lkraina. The dates are June 3-5, 2004. The
hoat instilution is the Melitopal State
Fedagogical University, Ukraina.,

The conference organizers are looking
forward to presantations on all aspects of tha
history of the Molochna Mennonites and their
interactions with their largar enviranment and
thelr neighbours,

Mennonitas playad & unique mala in the
bolochna az engines of change and
miodernization. They ware kean observars who
recorded fundamental developments in both
their own communities and those surrounding
them and challenged the all-engrossing
principles of the Soviet systam,

The conference conveners and organizers
include: Setline Bobyleva (Ukraina), Harvey
Dwck (Canada), Alftred Eisfeld (Garmany),
Mikalai Krylav (Ukraine], Peter Letkemann
(Canada), John Staples (USA), Peter Klazzen
(LUSA), Palr Wiebs (Russia),

Group Activities

The MMHS suggests that groups (church or
neighbourhoad) looking for activitias shauld
consider tours 12 various Mennonite areas. Join
a bus tour of the historc Post Road. Visit
beautiful southern Manitoba and see traditional
Mennonile sireet villagas. Tha Post Road,
established in 1878 by Menncnites, was build to
guide travelars along an almost featureless
praire landscape.

Contact Conrad Stoesz al 3886781 or BEY-
E57 5 for further details,

F et irmasened Frowm ponee JE

(1986-1990), Abe Meufeld (1930-1981), Byran
Rempel-Burkholder (1882-1993), Lyneall Bargen
gnd Bryan Dyck (15893-2000], Lynne & Omar
Martin (2001- ).

Tha Mennanite congragation at Oak Laka
was an affilate congregation of the Schimsdazar
Gemeinde of Winnipeg from its founding in 1932
until 1974. The congregation meet in rented
facilities until 1949 when they built their ocem
meeting house. In 1990 they built a new
meeting house in the town site, The
membership was 53 in 1963, In 1953 the
membership stood at 70 and in 2000 at 43, The
leaders of the congregation were; Peter Penner
{1928-1945), Jacob Enns (1956-1963), Jacob
Sawatzky [1856- }.

MMHS Board Members — 2004

Gilbert Brandt
67 Flatt
Winnipeg, MB R2K IN3

Anna Ens
117 Lanark Streest
Winnipeg, MB R3N 1K3

Colleen Epp
113 Harl Ave.
Winnipeg, MB R2L DK4

Bert Friesan
1216-160 Hargrave 31
Winnipeg, MB R3C 3H3

Paul Friesen
118 Qvarwater Cove
Winnipeg, MB R3R 35

Donovan Giesbrecht,
C205 Adington Straat
Winnipeg, MB R3M 1%5

John Giesbrecht,
F.C. Box 1056
Allona, ME ROG OBD

Lawrence Giesbracht
P.C. Box 927
Altona, MB ROG 0BOD

Marlanne Janzen
205-333 Edisan Ave.
Winnipeg, MB R2G LS

Royden Loewen,
P.O. Box 21441
Steinbach, MB R5G 157

Jaks Peters
A7 Resewood Place
Winnipeg, MB B2H 1MS

Alf Redekopp
2249 Hama Strast
Winnipeg, MB R3G 1X2

Roland Sawalzky
35-828 Preston Ave.
Winnipeg, MB R3G 024

William Schroader
434 Sutton Awve,
Winnipeg, MB R2G 0T3

Conrad Stoesz
2 Lakse Grove Bay
Winnipeg, MB R3T 4M2

Art Toews
935 Windemere
Winnipag, MB R3T 142

Werner Toaws
408 Columbia Drive
Winnipeg, MB R3Y 1J9

gobrandt@brandifarmily.cam
669-4439 (R)
BEE-TATE (0]

aens@mennonitechurch.ca
4808-6044 (R)

colleensowni@hotmail.com
661-6836 (R)

birie@mis.net
943-1828 (R)

pfriesen@omu.ca
B3T-A417E (R)
487-3300 {0

donovangiesbrechtiihotmail.com
2R4-7404 (R)

johnormagmts.net
324-5933 (R)
3248474 (D)
324-7701 ()

IsgiasbrEdmts. nal
324-8127 (R)

bengel@mis.net
043-8270 (R)

rlogwani@Zuwinnipeq.ca
326-2715 (R)
THE-2381 (O)

j-peters@uwinniped.ca
237-1464 (R)

aredekoppi@mennonitechurch.ca
TT2-8010 (R)
BES-6TE1 (O

mmsawatzidsfu.ca

779-6532 (R)

b_zchroeder26@:hotmall.com
BE2-1806 [R)

csipesz@mennonitechurch.ca
452-4076 (R)
BRS-6TE1 (O

arftoewsi@aal .cam

475-3615 (R)

W.Toews@shaw.ca
485-6865 (R)
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BEoolx Notes

Ted D. Regahr, Faith, Life and Witness in the
Northwest, 7903-2003; Centennlal History of the
Northwesf Mennonite Conference {Kitchanar ON:
Pandora Press, 2003), Pp. 524,

Faor many Mennonites acraoss Canada and the Unitad
States the story of the Morhwest Mennonite Conference is
not well known, Thanks io Tad Ragehr wa now have a
centannial history of this conference, which began with
three small Alberia congregations in 1903, and aventually
included member congregations from Alberta,
Saskatchewan, Montana, and Alaska.

Ted Ragehr, crginally from Coaldale, Alberta, has
authored & number of books and articles, including
Mennonites In Canada 1933-1970: A People
Transformed, publishad by the Univarsity of Toranto
FPrass, He now livas in Calgarny.

Tad Friasen, of Allona, Maniloba, and Tarmarly with
DWW, Friesen and Sons, and published his mamairs in
Memaoirs: A Personal Autoblography of Ted Friesen
(Altona, MB: privately published, 2003], hardcover, 130
pagas. Tad's invalvameant in varicus Mannanila
organizations, often at the founding stage, makes this a
valuable contribution o wider araas of Mannonite histery in
Manitoba and Canada. Ted was also involved in an earlier
publication entitted Dawid W, Friesan: A Tribute (pb., 24
ppl. For further info contact the author at Box 720, Altona,
Manitaba, Canada, ROG OVO or phona 1-204-324-5408.

The Maubergthal Hertage Foundation releasad its
Winter 2004 issue of Neubergthal Notes recently. For
subscription information contact krahnpgiborderdand ca or
1-204-324-1567, Rose Hildebrand of Altona is editor,

The Mennonite Old Colony Vision, by David M.
Quiring, camries the sub-title, Under Siege in Mexico and
the Canadian Connaction. This book exploras the wordd aof
the OHd Colony Mennonites who left Canada for Mexico in
the 1920s. Roydan Loewen states, “The book is &
sympathetic but not uncritical evaluation of the worlds of
the ONd Colonists. . . The argumeant that the Oid Colanists
survived and can survive within a traditional communitarian
ethos will be controversial, but its making is timely. Tha
waork iz also exceptionally well researched. The wider

Mannonite community will be wall servad in having this
work i print.”

The book [paparback, 190 pages) is published by
Crossway Publications, Steinbach, Manitaba,

Jack Thiessen has done much research into the Low
Germman language, and brings us a new edition of his Low
German dictionary. The Dictionary of Mennonite Low
German is published through the University of Wisconsin
Press, Aside from a concise histary and grammar of the
language, this diclionary containg more than teenty-five
thousand entries taken from everyday spaach, popular
sayings and lileratura.

Max enn Moritz, opp Plautdietsch aewasat van Jack
Thiassen. This old classic has baan translated into Law
Germman by Thiessen hag the German and Low German in
parallel columns providing us with & two-fald ook at the
adveniures of Max and Moritz, a couple of "buben” (boys)
who enjoy life. Published by Edition Tintenfasz {2003,
paparback, 62 pageas)

How to obtain these books:

Unless octharwise spacified, all boaks may b obilained
frarm:

Mennonite Boaks at 1-204-688-T475 o amail to
mennonitebooks@brandtfamily.com

Mennonite Heritage Centre at 1-204-888-6781 or email
to aredekopp@mennonitechurch.ca
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