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House’s Hotel 130 Years Later

by Edwin D. Hoeppner

Readers of Herfage Posfing,
interested in the early history of
Mennonite setilement in Manitoba, will
undoubted!y be familiar with the
House's Holel incident of July 1-3,
1873, This involved the land delegaies
Klaas Peters and Heinrich Wiebe of
tha Bergthal Colony, and Comelius
Toews and David Klassen of the
Kleine Gemeinde, guided by William
Hespeler, Canadian immigration
agent, and a small group of Metis
inhahitants of what was then known as
White Plains, approximately 50 km
wesl of Winnipeg

Research by the author a few years
ago indicaled that the site of House's
Hotel was on the same river lot at
Pigeon Lake as that of the present
Schonfelder Mennonite Church. One
hundred and thirty years ago both
Pigeon Lake and S5t, Francols Xavier
were a single community known as
White Plaing; still earlier that
setilementi was known as Grantown,
foundad in 1824 by Cuthbert Grant
Many Métis saftlers relocated there
from thedr earfier residence at
Pembina, Morth Dakota — just a few
kilometres south of the site of Fort
Dufferin — north of Emerson,
Manitoba, . . Various accounts of that
encounter have appeared in our
historical liferature. All of these

Log house next to the House's
Hotal.
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Hnu:s:l': Hotel exterior, Lﬂrn;m:i Klippenstein and Ed Hup.pnﬂ
at entrance. — Photos by Ed Hoeppner

accounts are brief and a few are factually inaccurate and confused. ™", the best
and most useful versions have been produced by William Schroeder™® and
Lawrance Klippenstein.®

On June 17, 2003, Lawrence Klhppenstein hosted a bus four of the Wasi
Reserve Post Road, The group consisted of members of the St. Francis Xaviar
Historical Society and friends from the While Plains area. Rudy Friesan of
Pigeon Lake, a member of that tour had previously suggested o Lawrence
Klippensiein that they befieved thal the House's Hotel bullding was still in
existence and thal the original House's Hotel site was on the kol now oocupied
by the Schinfelder Mennonile Church

Az a result of this exchange Lawrence Klippenstein and the author, with
keen anticipation, drove oul to St. Francis Xavier on Friday June 27, where by
prior arrangement, we were met by Rudy Fresenofthe St. F. X. H. 5. ata
replica log house not far from the site of Cuthbert Grant’s former log “manor”
Mr. Friesen conducted us on a most interesting tour of the entire area. Cur
central object was to view the putative Housa's Hotel structure and in due
coursa Mr. Friesen took us to see it

Thie structure is a targe kog building of al least 2% - 3 storeys high. At
present it is on a crumbling concrete foundation. We were able to enter it and
wigw the interior in the dim light coming through a gaping hole in the roof. All
interior partition walls, floors and ceilings had long since been removed and the
Interior wall surfacas were completely covered by % inch plywood sheels — as
were the entire exterior wall surfaces — 5o it was impossible for us o
determine whether any windows had been presant originaily. Tie rods, of thick
steel rebar joined by expertly smithed loops crossed the interior space and
braced all walls against the outwardly-directed pressure of the grain that was
formerly stored in the building. There had been two upper floors in addition to
the main Aoor, As the phoios indicale, a lumber lean-io shed on the north and
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Oregon Genealogist
Visits Winnipeg

by Bart Friesen

Tim Janzen, Mennonite genealogist
from Portland, Oregon, visited
Winnipeg in the first week in July
2003, He was on a crogs-continent
tour, combining family vacation time
with scme gensalogy seminars and
resaarch in the Canadian cities of
Calgary, Saskatoon, and Winnipeg.

Whike in Winnipeg, he meat and
lalked with various individuats and had
a meating with represantatives of the
Soclety. A wide range of topics was
discussed. Two main points emenged,

First, there I3 a great need for more
volunigers to do genealogy work, This
stams in part from the ongoing
avallabfity of new source malerial as
well as a backlog of material, which
needs processing, Some of the work in
transliteration, some translation, and
other is data entry work. If there are
any individuals interested, please
contact the edilors.

Second, there was discussion
about the best way to make
geneaiogical information accassible,
Currently, the provincial historical
sociaty sites make such data
available. Qur site, mmhs.org, is one
af the most haeavily utilized, Then thera
are other sites for specialized data. A
proposal is on the table to have ona
Canadian based site for Mannonite
geneglogical data, Janzen favours this
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proposal, It was emphasized that the site should have data in two formats.
First, the format thal reproduces that of the onginal source, Then, second, a
searchable report formal. Researchers want o be able to see the original form
and context of the data because this often assists in interpreting the data.
Searchable data makes the work easier o prooess,

Janzen had a wide-ranging discussion with many individuals about
particular projects. He welcomes contacts. He remains supportive of cur society
and continues as a member

There was one sad note to his visit to Winnipeg. Shortly after amrival his
family vehicle was stolen, He spent many hours and days trying to recover the
viehicle and make alternate travel arrangements, This took time away from
other planned activities, In the end the vehicle was recovered but alas it was
not road-worthy, Foriunately, not many family and personal belongings weare
left in the vehicle 5o not too many replacement things will need to be
purchased. However, it was nevertheless a complicated process because being
a foreigner in Canada presented some hurdles but more was the fact that he
was having io deal with his American insurance company that was having to
process the incident which happened in Canada. Therefore, for exampla, he
could not rent @ Canadian based vehicle and take it fo the USA and leawve it
there; this was not covered by his American insurance company, So par of the
family vacation time had to be sacrficed. Winnipeg, al least for the Janzens,
will be known as the theft capital of western Canada. The fnp will be
remembared for possibly unintended reasons.

The Heritage Homesiead, owned and directed by Abe E. Ens,
provides a look into community life of years gone by, It is one of
the few remaining “house-barn” combination buildings in NMorth
Amarica. Aba Ens is a retired farmer and community leader in the
Winkler area. On July 18, 2003, Ens received special recognition
for his past accomplishments. He was inducted into the Manitoba

Agricultural Hall of Fame, Brandon. — Photo by L. Klippenstebn
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FIRST
MANITOBA
MENNONITE
TEACHERS'

SOCIETY
(Part II)

by Lawrance Klippensieln

Tha name of this article ought
reaily o include the words "of the West
Reserve”, as the first aticle in the
saries made clear, (Heritage Posting,
June, 2003, p3). A simiar leachers’
society, or conference had bean active
irt the East Reserve before the West
Reserve prganizalion began. Here we
cantimug the seres with some minttes
from the first mesting of the westhern
GroLp.

AL the time of the outset of
maatings for the Weastern Local
Conferance of the District School
Taachers in e Mennonite Settlemant
of Manitoba, Edenburg village, a few
miles aast of Grelna, was a lively
cantna of aducation and church life in
thie Wast Resare. Its school, bullt in
1883, and numbarad 5.0 330, was
probably the first school to become &
public school in the West Raserve.
Benjamin Ewerl had comea 1o the
school in 1892 [1). Tha Teachers'
Society hald #s firs! session in
Edenburg on 2T October 1893,

Saven leachers were present for
this meetng (see the Herltage Postimg
Mo, 41, June, 2003 for a list of all
leachers invohaed in the first year).
Prasant in tha first maaling wera:
Bermhard Friesen, John M Friesen, G.
Limpracht, Henry Graff, C.B. Fast,
Abram Friesen and Bengamin Ewert
(the person who ook down these
minules). Heinrich Graff of the
Blumstain School chaired this session.

In the forencon Mr.Ewert taught his
pupils in several subjects including
Garmman reading, arithmetic, English
reading and visual aids (2). Thess
lessons were then critiqued n the
afternoon Ses80n.

Ona concein was the fact that

some school frustees wene strongly opposad o “sounding out” words. The
Conference did nol give serous consideration o "sounding oul” in English,
because it was felt by soma teachers thal this mathod of learming to nead
waorked better in Garman than in English. Others insisled on using only tha
Bible as the reader. This was an essaential feature of the private schools of that
firma.

Regarding the use of visual aids, teacher Grafl suggested that fairy tale
pictures would prove most effective as reading aids, All leachers indicated that
they used visual aids.

Johann Friesen and Bemhard Friesan wane expacled to give the closing
presentafions, bul declined with sllence. No reason for doing 50 s recordad. It
was decided thal another meeting of the conference should convene at the
Blumstein School on the last Friday of November. Benjamin Ewert would make
a preseniation, and again a crifigue would follow. The Edenburg teacher
iMr.Ewert) was thanked for hosting the sassion of the evening.

Notes

1. See John Dyck, "Edenburg”, in Adoll Ens, Jacob E. Peters and Otto
Hamm, eds. Church, Family and Village: Essays on Mennonite Life on the
Waest Reserve (Winnipeg: Manifoba Mennonite Historical Society, 2001), 280-
82,

2. Mr. Ewerl began his first year of eaching al Edenburg with 39 pupils and
finished the tarm wilh 45, Ibid, 282

Request for Materials for Virtual Exhibit

The Mennonite Heritage Centre is seeking materials documenting the
experiences of Mennonite Conscientious Objectors (COs) in World War
Two (1939-1945). If you have photographs, letiers, interviews, audio
recordings etc. relating to this important time in Canadian history, pleasa
contact the Heritage Centre. Wi are propesing to creats a new inleractive
web exhibit to highlight this expenence.

During WW | people could simply claim their CO status bul during WW
Il each person wanting CO status had fo be questioned by a judge. It is
astimated that there were 10,000 men who made the decision 1o object to
taking up arms against the enamy on grounds of consciancs. Some spant
time in fail for their refusal to take up arms. Most COs were permitted to do
alternative service which meant being assigned to work in lumber camps or
work in mental hospitals, farms, and factorias.

The goal is to have a site that will ba both a tribute to the contribution
that the COs made to Ganadian society, as well as a witness o the way of
paace for our world today.

Contact the Mennonite Heritage Centre, 600 Shaftesbury Bivd.,
Winnipag, MB R3M 0P4, 204-888-6781 or e-mail at
achives@mennonitechurch.ca for further information.

Hutterite Colony Bus Tour
Visit the James Valley Colony, Elie, MB
Date: Saturday, September 27, 2003
Time: Begins al 12:00 Noon and conlinues o 500 p.m,
Cost:  $30.00 (includes a coffee break)

Tour leaves from the Mannonite Hentage Cenire, 600 Shafiesbury Bivd,
al 12:00 noon sharp {please ba there by 11:45am.)
This is your opporiunity to ask guestions of the Hullerites:
B Thair theology B Their history = Thed communily ifestyle, efc.
To register, please call Bert Friesen,
Mennonite Heritage Centre, 204-888-6781




SIGNIFICANT
EVENTS

September 21, 2003
[(Sunday): Mingling, Mamones,
Memorabiia and Memonals. The
115" Anniversary Raunion of the
Burwaldae Schoal Dhstrcl and
Community. For detaits call lke
Froaso al 204-452-6528 or Marjane
Hildabrand af 204-325-8644,

September 27, 2003 (Saturday).
Hutterite Colony Bus Tour, See
boxad ad in this issue of Herifage
Pasiing for detaiks,

October 18, 2003 [Saturday).
Mennonites and the Challenge of
Mullicilluralism, presented by the
Chair in Mennonile Studies,
University of Winnipeg. This
Symposium also celebrates 25
years of Mennonite Studies at the
University, Beskdes the keynote
address by the Hon. Jean
Augushng, Sec. of State for
Multiculturalism, the lectures will
focus on the |fe of Mennonites as
iy taach, stsdy, Sing and writs.
For conference details contact
Royden Loawen, University of
Winnipeg (rloawen@uwinnipeg.ca
or Phone TEE-9391)

October 30 — Novemnbaer 1, 2003
(Thursday = Saturday). Mennonite
Economic Development Associales
(MEDA) meats in Winnkpeg. This
event should attract many hundreds
and provides a glimpse irto tha on-
going work of Mannoniies (oday.
Contact the MEDA office in
Winnipag (ph: 204-956-6430 for
further details)

December & -Touch of
Christmas, Experience the warmth
and joy of a simple Christmas by
participating in this event at the
Mennonite Heritage Village,
Steinbach, The day includes
children's choirs, home baking.
sleigh rides, activities for the whole
famibly

Abaove: Interior of
Housa's Hotel.

Left: Rudy Friesen
examining wagon
wheel at House's
Hotel,

— Photos by Ed
Hooppnar

{4 il frvm paig )
was added latar.

The provenance and history of the building are not known at this point. It is
oid, and certainly large enough 1o have served as a hotel and tavern bul neither
we nor Rudy Friesen can definitely say that it was House's Hotel. However on
that day, Friday, Juna 27, 2003, we were very conscious that it was 130 years,
almost 1o the day, since July 1/3, 1873, that cur Mennonite land scouts had
been lilerally “on the spot”, protecied by William Hespeler who was prepared 1o
use his revolver and hunting knife, where, by one of those ironkes of history, a
Mennonite church stands loday,

EndnaodesBlblography

1, Margared MacLaod and W, L Morion, Codfbar? ra of Gramiown (Toronio, Canada
cCiafiand and Stewarl, 15963 1974)

£, A of 51, Framcis Xeeviar, Council and Local Hisipry Commiiies, Our Firgd Hundreg Yesrs
[Stninbach, Manfoba: AM of 52, Francis, T980) pp, 308-30%

A Klaas Pebes. D Bergihaier Mennonden (Hillsboro, Kansas 1822-1925, reprined by Dia
Mennonitischa Post, 1980) pp.12-15 in 1ha onganal &nd po. 173-14 in the raprint

# H. J Gerbrandl, Adveniee i Fath (Altona, Manfoba: Bergthadar Mannonibe Church ol
Maniloha, 1970) pp. 5455

& Willlam Schrondar, The Bargptha' Colony, rev. ad. (Winnipeg, Manioba: CMBC Publications,
1680} p. 70

& 'William Schrosdar and L. Kippanstain, “The Land Soouis” n Lawsanca Klippanshain and
Julius G Tosss, ods., Mennonita Mamaories - Safiling in Wesiem Canada (1677, SWinnipag.
Mmniicha) pp. 1818



Memorial
Stone
Unveiled
at Lena
Cemetery

by Jake Peters

On July 20" the Lena Mennoniie
Church descendants gathered at the
cdd church cemetery o witness the
unveiling of a memarial sione, This
was 8 special homecoming for aboul
200 former residents and family
members tracing their roots back o
this church commienity. It was windy
with & mixture of sun and cloud, a
near-perfect day for the senice

We parked our cars whera the
former church bullding stood, now
used a5 a graln unloading and storage
area. Our immediate aitention was
drawn to the new cemeatery fence, a
carsfully groomed cemelary, and a
large field stone on the easl side
draped with a while cloth, Several
family clusters ware already gathered
around cemetary stones iMroducing
family and friends 1o their ancesiors.
Others sal in their lawn chairs facing
the camelery waiting for the service 1o
Bagin.

Shority after 2:30 Jake | Friesan, a
mamber of the planning commities,
welcomed former members and
descendants of the Lena church
community to this special celabration,
Thiz was followed with a responsive
Imvocation by Margaret Enns Peters,
and the first of several hymns led by
John J, Neufeld. The highlight of the
afternoon for me was listening o the
memorial senvice address brought by
Ana Epp Ens, who spend her early
childhood vears In the community. As
she traced the history of the church we
ware reminded of the struggles of
pionear familkes, and the enduring faith
and hope revealed by grandparenis
and parents who decided to bulld a
community arcund the church naar

Anna Ens, writer of
the history section
of the Lena
Mennonite Church
book produced for
the cccasion, giving
a well developead
and interesting
address.

group, 1828) and Jacob Enns {member of the last
baptismal group, 1966), with the unvelled plaque,

Former Lena Mennonita
Church members Mrs.,
Louise {Gerhard) Martens
aged 98 and Mrs. Mary
(Isaac) Friesen aged 95,
represent the women of
this faith community who
through the years gave
selfllessly In service o
family, church and
Ccommunity.

= Fholos by John and Ellie Oyck

Lana. Ana acknowledged the coninbulkons of commilted church leaders who
had served tha community ower tha years,

This history lesson underined the need o remember the past. Today we are
placing & historical marker in this cemetery to remamber a pionear church
community. Johin J. Dyck invited two long-time Lena residents, Jake Enns and
Mary Friesen (age 95) to assist with the unveiling of the memaorial sione. Tha
inscription on the bronze plague reads as follows: Lena Mennonite Church
1926-1068. Psalm 26: 8 "Lord, | have loved the habitation of thy house,
and the place where thine honour dwelleth,™ This plague is placed here by
the descendanis of the Mennonite immigrant ploneers of 1826-1928 who
left strife-torn Russia fo settle in Canada, a land of freedom and
opportunity, and who with the establishment and nurtvre of this church
teft a legacy of faith.

After the service many would capture this moment on filtm. Friends of
heritage buildings will be pleased to hear that the old church building latar was
miowved 1o Mather, where it is stifl used by the United Church congregation
today

To conclude the senvice Jake Peters broght greetings from the Manitoba
Mennonite Histoncal Society, a sponsor of this project. He expressed
appreciation Tor the vision of the planning committee, the successful completion
af the project, and for wide suppart from the community. After a few
announcements the sarvice closed with a prayer by Peter J. Petars, A
fellowship faspa and sharing followad at the Killamey Mennonite Chunch. The
sharing arcund the tables, and ai the mike, reflacted the legacy that mamy
treasured, and wished to share with others, even outsiders,

This historical marker siands as 8 reminder for all the descendants, thosa
here ioday and those to come. Our hope is that other communities will be
ancouraged fo undertake similar projects, May God continue o bless the
scattered Lena Mennonite Church,




GENEALOGY

More on the Mennonite Hoeppners in West Prussia

by Glenn Penner

This is a short follow-up on the Hoeppner arlicle
published in the previous issue of Heritage Postings, Due
to severe lime constrainis a few pieces of important data
did not gel inio the previous article.

The Catholic church records of Tiegenhagen inciude
the burial of a Mennonite Anna Hepnernn on Fab, 27,
1745." Unfortunately no other information is provided. The
guestion now anses as lo where she fits in. There are two
possibiliies; a) Peler Hoeppner (1707 — 177TB] lived in the
Tiegenhagen area before maving to Marienwerder and had
a daughter Anna, who died there in 1745, b} Anna Hepner
was the first wife of Jacob Hoeppner Sr. and ha moved
from the Tiegenhagen ares to Kkein Mausdorfarwaide after
her death. The Tiegenhagen Catholic burial register usually
mentions the father's name when a child's burial is
recorded, wheneas adult females are often [but not always)
recorded without reference to husband {or former husband
in the case of a widow), Therefore | suspect that Anna was
the first wife of Jacob Hoeppner. He was baptized in
Dangzig in 1738. His marriage was not recorded in Danazig
since ha would probably have transferrad to the
Tiegenhagen Mennonile church when marrying Anna
sometime in the early 17405, After har death he would
have remarried (around 1748-47) and it was likely thal his
second marriage preciptated his mowva 1o Klain
Mausdordferweide, This is, of coursa, all speculation and it
iz likely we will never know for certain whera Anna Hepnar
fils Im,

Tha wifa of Jacob Hoeppner (1748 - 1826), Sara Dyck
(1763-1826), is balieved to be the daughter of Abraham
Dryci of Neustiterwald in West Prussia. The axact origin of
this information is unclear. The only documenied evidence
I could find was the Bohnsack Lutheran church records
which refer to her as Sara Abraham Dyck.” More recently |
hawve found a concrete connaction. The diary of Alester
Gerhard Wiebe of Ellerwald, Wesl Prussia, contains a
letter, dated Sapt. 3, 17893, in which he (Hosppner)
wondars why he has not recened any Comaspondance
from his father-indaw Abraham Dyck of "dem
neustadtschen Walde®

Several books and articles discuss the journey of the
first group of families, led by Jacob Hoeppner, from West
Prussia to Russia. 11 s often mantionsd thal there was a
farewell service held in front of the Bohnsack church, Many
pacple have been under the impression that this was a
Mennonite church. This was, in fact, the Lutheran church,
Very few Mennonites lived in the Bohnsack area, and
Jacob Hoeppner was ong of only two Mennonites who
lived in Bohnsack,

Whan the Hoeppner brothers moved to Russia they left
bahind two male cousins to carmy on the family name in
Wast Prussia. One was Anton Heoppner (1737 = 1787) of

Marienwerder, The other was another Anfon Hoappner (b,
1740). He was living in Schotland, near Danzig in 1776
with his wife, 2 sons and a daughter.* He is likely the father
of Antonie, who was baptized into the Rosenort church in
1790.* The Hoeppner name appears in the records of the
Heubuden Mennonite church from 1808 to 1816.° One
record is the death of Amnton in 1816. The births of his
grandchildren, children of his son Abraham, are also
recorded. The baptisms of bwo of these children ara later
recorded in the Gross Werder baptismal register.” | have
collected the information on the families of Anton and
Abraham Hoeppner in Tables 1 and 2, respectively.

Table 1
Anton Hoeppner b, Aug. 10, 1740 Danzig area
{probably Schottland)
d. Mov. 20, 1816 Miinsterbarg
m. 17603
Margaratha b, about 1745
d. Ausg. 27, 1809 Koczelicke
Children:
Anton b.ca 1770
bapt. 1790
Abraham b.ca 1773 see Table 2
daughter b. 17T70-T6
Hednrich d. 1780's m. Agatha Kroaecker

Anthon Hoeppner died at the residence of the school
teacher Dirk Dueck. Nothing is known about son Anton
Hoeppner after his baptism in 1790 or about son Heinrich
Hoeppner after his marriage in 1811, It is possibie that theay
appear in later church records that | have not yvet seen,

Table 2
Abraham Hoeppnar b, abouwt 1773
d. May, 17, 1857 Tiegenhof
M. unknoswn
Children:
Justina b. June 2, 1810 Caldow

Wilhalmina b. May, 28, 1812 Caldow
bapt. 1831

Abraham b.Mar. 7, 1814 Caldow
bapl. 1836

Agatha b. about 1817
Bapl. 1837

Margaretha  b. about 1820
Bapl 1840

This family probably left the village of Caldow (Kalthof)
in the Heubuden area after 1814, Babtwean 1831 and 1840
they lived in Marienau and belonged to the Rosenor
Mennonite church. Somedime after 1840 Abraham
Hoeppner (Sr.) moved to Tiegenhof, and belongad 1o the
Tiegehagen Mennonite church, where he died in 1857,

fCaatimitel on porge 7)
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GLANCES AT OUR MANITOBA CHURCHES

by Bert Friesen

Whitewater Mennonite Church

The Whitewater Mennonite Church was organized April
18, 1827 by Mennonite familias from the Soviel Union who
satfled in south westarn Manitoba. The firsl elder was
Franz F. Enns of Lena, Maniloba, who had been eldar of
the Terak Mannonite Church in Russia. On June 18, 1938
.G, Naufald succeadad him. In 1958 the church had 565
members and a lotal poputation of 1209 persons in 257
families,

It was a multi-congregational church with the following
affiliates or local congregations; Whitewater (162
members), Rivers (98 mambers), Ninga (63 mambars),
Lena (BO mambers), Crystal City (135 membars), Manitou
(28 mambers). Five of these groups had thalr own
meatinghouses. In 1958 all worship was in German. In
1936 a meating house was bullt near Boissevam. A [arger
meating house was built in the town in 1960, In 1947 this
church was merngad into the Conference of Mennonites in
Manitoba.

The laaders of the congregation wera: Franz Enns
(1931-1938), Gerhard G, Neufald (1930-1995), Pater
Janzan (1931-1942), Abr. Neufeld (1931-1936), another

Gerhard G. Meufeld (1831-1848), Jacob Bom (1932-1984),
Peter Harms {1850-1857), Bemhard Meufeld (1850-1874),
Ed Cornelsen {1258-1865), Jacob Harms (1858-1870),
Jake Neufeld [1967-1894), Peter Paters (1971-1083),
Wemner Neufeld (1872-1973), Henry Harder (1982-1283),
Reuban Siamens (1985-1586), Valery Ishicki (1887-1889),
Al Rempel (1995-2000), another Peter Janzean (2001- ).

Lena Mennonite Church

in tha 19205 Mennonites, consisting mosthy of
immigrants from Russia, began sefiling in the Lena area of
Manioba, A group began to meet for worship in 1926 and
became part of the Whitewater Gemeinde. The
congregation grew to about 75 members just before
disgolution in 1968, Many of the members joined the
Killarney congregation.

The leaders of the congregation were: Franz Enns
(1826-1231), Hermann Sawatzky {1933-1934), Hainrich
Epp {1934-1945), Jacob Pelers (1946-1956), and Abram
Neufeld (1956-1968).

I v i s 0/

Since the village of Klein
Mausdorferweide was the parental
home of the three Hoeppner brothers
who emigraled to Russia, | have
included a detailed map of this village. =1
Prasumably this is whare the
Hoappnar brathars spent thair H“
formalive yaars, and where their
parents spent most of thair adult lives. - i

1. Tiegenhagen Catholic Church
Recards, LDS film #462757.

2. Bohnsack Lutheran Church
Recards. LDS #

3. The diary of Gerhard Wiabe can
be found in microfilm #279 at the

Mennanite Heritage Cantre (MHC), :| ‘| { n:lﬁ

R Ein

Winnipeg.

4. An electronic version of this
pansus id available at the MMHS web '1
site www.mmhs.om

5. Adalberl Goartz, “1782-1735,
Baptisms in Rosenort, West Prussia”
in Mennonite Family History, 1986, pp.
138-143.
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6. Haubudan Mennonite Chruch Records. MHGC micralilm #284.
7. Gross Werder Mennonite Baptisms, 1814-1840. LDS film #491566.
8, Thisgenhagen Mennonite Church Records. MHC microfilm #289.



NOTES FRONM OTHER SOCIETIES

Saskatchewan Annual Meeting

Mennonite Hisiorical Society of Saskatchewan held is
Annual General Meeting, February 9, 2003, Bill Janzen,
Ligizon Staff Officer for MCC in Otiawa, was the guest
speaker. Uging examples from the Bible, Janzen spoke
about the relationship of Mennonites with governments,
Janzan siated that Mennoniies (and others) are able to
lobby govemments and affect change. The role of
Meannanites in government, according to Janzen, remains a
very complax situation.

At the AGM, two new Board members were elected—
Ed Schmidt, of Waldheim, 5K and Jake Buhler, of
Saskatoon, Thay join Leonard Doell, Dick Braun, Vera
Falk, Gladys Christensen, Kathy Bold, Vemer Friesen,
Eileen Quiring and Victor G, Wiebe.

— from Saskatchewan Mennonife Historian, (Ap,
2003).

Karen Doell inducted into Manitoba Softball Hame of
Fame & Museum.

Long-time Winkler resident, Doedl, played Littie League
basaball and by age thirteen had graduated to Senior
Women's softhall with the Winkler Skylarks. She hedpad
lead Smilly's (Winnipag) to several Canadian senior
women's championships. She played for Canada in the
Fan Am Games (12981} and the Summer Clympics (1996),
Karen Doall is presently employed al the Pembina Valley
Physiotharapy Sports Injury Cenire, Winkler.

— from The Winkler Heritage Soclely '‘Legacy
Links..." (July 15, 2003).

Celebrating Yarrow's 75" Anniversary

Thiz June 5-7, 2003, the Yarmow Research Commitiee
and the University College of the Fraser Valley (UCFV)
collaborated on a conference entitled "First Mations and
First Settlers in the Fraser Valley (1890-1260)". Marene
Epp, Waterloo, keynote speaker al the conference, held at
the UCFV Abbotsford campus, focused on "The Yeg-
women of Yamow — Raising Families and Creating
Community in a Land of Promise.”

Sessions over the three days included lectures on
Abariginal life, British, Catholic and Sikh communities in
the Fraser Valley; the impaci of the swift growth and
sudden demise of the raspberry indusiry; hop-picking
expenances, pioneer dianes; Mennonite educaticnal

e

* Manitoba Society News .

December 6, 2003 (Saturday): The Mennonite
Historical Soclety of Canada meets in Winnipeg. This
Association iz a vital ool in the research and writing of
Canadian Mennonite history, Support from the greater
constifuency s always welcome. Contact the MMHS
office for further information.

institutions; economic initiatives; war-time and post-war
developmenis.

In conjunction with the conference, Yarrow celebrated
its 75" anniversary as a village. During Friday afternoon a
number took a tour of the village, ending at the Yarrow
cametery, Then some 400, mostly former residents
calebrated with a banquet at the Yarmow M.B. Church, The
celebrations condinued in the sanciuary, whera Holda Fast
Redekopp and a sedected group of singers, all
descendants of early pionears, reminded all of the strong
mugical radition. A number of individuals reminisced about
the early years, while Leonard Neufeldt and Esther Epp
Harder made a visual presantation combining story, poem
and pictures from the past,

— from an aicie by Helen Rose Paulz, Mennonite
Historical Sociely of BC Newslefter, Summer 2003,

Canada Day Tops all Expectations

The July 1 celebrations at the Mennonite Herlage
Village had good wealher, great volunteers and staff o
help make this Canada Day a great success. The thame,
“"Menno Fest™ was presenied throwgh vanous ways,
including displays, aclivities for all ages, readings, and
fiood.
— from Preserving Our Heritage, the Mennonife
Hartage Vilage Newslalter.

Corporal Bill Richards,
Steinbach RCMP,
raises flag with MLA
Kelvin Goertzen
assisting.

— Photo courlesy of
Manmanite Hesitage Village

L aadddadd s add s d a4

Heritage Posting iz a membarship newsletier, -
published by the Manitoba Mennonite Historical
Society. The editors would appreciate receiving
siories, arfickes and pholographs that connectic Y
Manitoha Mannonite historical evants and -
interests. Send your submission o Gitbert G -
Erandi, Heritage Posling, 169 Riverton Ave,,
Winnipeg. MB R2L 2E2 or email to "
editorg@mmhs.org. Submissions may be edited for W
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Looking for a Good Group Activity?

Join in & Bus Towr of the histonc Post
Road. Visit beautiful southem Manitoba
and sea traditional Mennonite street

villages, The Posi Road was established
in 1878 by Mannonites 1o guide travelars
along an almost featureless prairia
landscape. This mad was a major noute

for early travelers betwean Emerson and
Moundain City and the points between,
Contact Conrad Stoesz at BEB-GTE1
ar GEA-65TS5, or Lawrance Klippensiain
al B95-4421 for arrangameanis.
Cost is 545 per parson, with a
minimum of 30 paopka requined,

Molochna 2004

*Maolochna 04 Mennonites and thair Nelghbours, 1804-
2004, an intermational conference commamorating the
bicentannial of Mennonite setlemeant in the Molochna
region of Ukradmae.

Date: 3-5 June 2004

Hast insitubion; Meltopol State Pedagogical Univarsity,
Likcrairme

The Conferance onganizers welcome prasantiation
proposals from across the humanities and social sclences
that address all aspects of the history of the Molochna
Mannonites and the region in which they setiled as well as
thair interactions with thedr larger environment and thedr
Maolochna naighbours.

Mannonites played a unigue roba In the Molochna as
aengines of change and modamization, kean observers,
who recorded fundamental developments in both thair own
communitias and thosea sumounding tham, and a liimus test
for the Soviet system, challenging its all-engrossing
principles. They are, today, searching for ways io create
sustainable, locally lad, developmant programs.

Conference convenars and organizers: Setiine
Bobylewa {Ukraing), Harvey Dyck (Canada), Alfred Eisfeld
(Germany), Mikolal Krylow (Ukraine ), Peter Letkemann
(Canada), John Staples (115A), Peter Klassen (USA), Petr
Wiabe (Russia)

Deadiine: Proposals for original individual papers,
panels, or roundtables, including a brief (2-3 page) abstract
must be submitted no later than December 1, 2003, For
information and the submission of proposals contact:

MY, Kryloy - kndovi@mpu. meditopalnet or John Staples
- staples@fredonka.edu

The Conferance will seek (o cover the costs of tourist-
class fravel, accommodation and maintenance for
participants from the CIS.

Honourary chairs for the Conference, additional
Conference Comveners and a list of sponsoring institutions,
will be announced ai a later date.

Mennonites and Refugees:
A 25 Year Retrospective

A history conference examining tha inferaction betwean
North American Mennonites and refugees will take place
on September 30 and October 1, 2005, af the University of
Winnipeg. The conference is held on the 25" anniversary
of the coming of the so-called Vietnamese ‘Boat People’
and other Southeast Asian refugees in 187918800 This
wias a lime when many Canadian and American
Mennonites became directly invalved in refugee
sponsorship

Research papers ara walcomed on one of tha followsng
four themes:

1. the histonic, cullural and theological contect which led
Maorth American Mennonites to take leading roles in
refuges sponsorship programs.;

2] the cross-cultural experience of both the refugees
and the Mannonite hosts during the months of actual
sponsorship and satttament

3] the organizational response by Mennoniie
institutions such as MCC Canada and other
institutions o the coming of the refugees

4] the long-term inter-ethnic relationships — direct and
indirect — betwesn Canadian/American Mannonites
and newcomers from the southern hemisphana,
specifically those from Africa, Latin America and
Southeas! Asia

The conferance organizers also walcoma submissions
for starytelling by both hosts and refugees

Pleasa send proposals to: Royden Loawen, Chair in
Mennonite Studies, University of Winnipeg, 515 Portage
Ave,, Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada, R3B ZE9 or email to:;
r.Loeweni@uwinnipeg.ca

The conference will iake ptace in Eckhardt Gramatte
Hall at the University of Winnipeg on Friday, September 30
and Saturday, Ocitober 1, 2005

The conferance is hostad by the Chair in Mennonite
Studies, University of Winnipeg. I is sponsored by the
Divergent Volces of Canadian Mennonites subcommities
of the Mennonite Hislorical Society of Canada with funds
from Mennonite Central Commities Canada.

Members of the Planning Committes include: Sandy
Dooey, lonka Hrislozova, Lamy Kehler, Royden Loewen,
Ken Reddia, Stephania Stobbe, Tim Wichert.
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Friesens Dedicate New Headstone
In Edenburg Cemetery

by Elmer Heinrichs

it was a reunion but much more.
Many of David Friesen's descendants
had not even heard of each other, et
alone met, On July 5, 2003, over 100
Friesens gathered at the Edenburg
Cemetery to salute thelr patriarch by
dedicating a new headstona in his
honour,

David Heinrich Friesan (1846
1915}, formerly of the Bergthal Colony
in Russia, immigrated to Manitoba in
1874 and homesteaded in Schoenthal
in the Manitoba East Reserve, and
Sommarfeld, Blumanthal and
Edanburg in the Wesl Resamve,

Besides farming, David also
warked with the CPR, scouting sies
for fulure Mennonite setliements. He
was instrumantal in arecting bosrding
facilitas at the MCI in Gretna, Some
area residents may remamber Dawvid's
grandson David M. Friesen, an Altona
peweller

Married twica, David fatherad 24
childran; 16 survived. His first wifa
Barbara Klassan (1852-1888) died ai
36, and in 1881 Dawvid mamied 22-
year-od Anna Janzen (1868-1929),
Anna blanded her children and
stepchildren with love and
compasson. With her passing,
hioweaver, the two families drifted apart,

In 2002, Lynne (Kroeker) Ward,
daughter of David's 15th child
Elizabath {1909-2002), published a
family history. Mot until than did
David's descendants discover the full
exctant of their family.

On July 5, Lynne realized her
draam of reuniting the two families
wiiila feplacng her grandparenis’ wom
headsionas. The Fresans met al tha
farm home of Helen and Jake Bargen,
ariginally the 1891 Blumenthal
hamasiead of David and Anna Friesan
and therefore “hallowed ground,”

A marmarable sarvica followed at
the gravesile al Edenburg Cemetary
as the gathered Friesens surmounded
the draped stone. Following messages

Swml of David's 31 surviving gmndnhﬁdmn pl:.r tribute at ﬂ'm unmllng
of his new headstone: Back: Tina Friesen, Bob Derksen, Helen Letkeman,
Bill Janzen, David Kroeker; Front: Sue Neufeld and Friesen Family

History author Lynne (Kroeker) Ward. — Photos by Elmer Hainfchs

S ol

Tina (Friesen)

. Friesan (right), of

« s Alona, oldest
w0 T g e L surviving grandchild
“‘4 in the Henry branch,
2%~ and her sister Mary
i (Friesen) Penner
o attend the unveiling
of a new headstone
for David Friesen.

by Rev. Dave F. Friesen and L:.'nrrEr Ward, young Josiah Derksen laid the family
history at the foot of David's original sione as a tribute from the author and her
miother. Lynne then read the eloguant and poignant words of Anna, David’s
widow', written on the day David died in 1815

Rev. Frizeen dedicated the stone, which carmed three names: David and
Anna and their dawghter Susanna (1302-1812). The new stone was unveiled by
Tina Frasan and Bill Janzen.

The author's brother, David Kroeker, read a message to the Friesen children
— "The Importance of Family™ — written for them by Conrad Stoesz, distant
relative and archivis! at the Mennonite Herlage Cenfre in Winnipeg.

David's descendants from both his first and second families enjoyed a day
of reconnacting, reminiscing, and mesating new cousins wham they had never
known axisted. Batween the birth of her first child Helena in 1892 and har own
death in 1828, David's second wife Anna, encouraged both families to stay in
touch, Decadas later, the headsiones dedication day witnessed a rensawal of that
matarmal wish

Mon-family guest Ted Friesen, Altona historian, commendad the celebration
for #s significance i “arousing interest in the preceding generabtions . | |
fascinating work,”
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Boolk Notes

by Lawrence Klippensiein

A community reunion by mambers and their descandants of the former Lena
Mannonite Church brought with it the publication of Lena Mennonita Church
19226 - 1968 (Winnipeg: Book Committea, 2003) pb., 61 pp. The main authors
are Anna Ens and John Dyck of Winnipeg, MB. The contents include a brief
history of the Lana Mennaonite community with a special section of leaders’
biographies and a former meambership ket. For further information contact Anna
Ens at 204-489-6044 in Winnipag.

Meail and Edith von Guntan, long-time stalf members of Native Ministries of
the Conference of Mennonites in Canadaennonite Church Canada have
compiled and adited thres volumes connected with the Matheson Island
Cantennial calebrations held in aary August this vear. The main volume s Uiled
From Paddies to Propellers: The History of Matheson Island: A Fishing
Community (Matheson lsland: Matheson Island Community Council, 2003),
he., 612 pp, $50.00, An extensive text and 1000 photos offer a fascinating story
of this community from its beginning in 1903 to the present. Mennonite
invalyements feature strongly in the study, For further information, and coples
o purchase, contact Walter Franz of Mative Ministries at BB8-6T81. Two related
phote {coloured) albums also published by the Matheson Iskand Community
Councl are Matheson island Memories: A Celebration of Mennonite
Pionear Mission and Native Ministries' Involvement at Matheson Island
1848 - 2003 | pb., 37 pp.. and A Picture of Matheson Island Memories 2003,
pb., 38 pp. It s hoped that a review of the set can Tollow.

Edward M. Ledohowski is the author and editor of Heritage Landscape of
the Crow Wing Study Region of Southeastern Manitoba: A Pilot Project
{(Winnipeg: Historc Resources Board and Manitoba Cufture, Heritage and
Tourism, 2003}, pb.. 83 pp. This is a unique publication, with its 812 x 22°
format, and a most inleresting set of charts, maps and photos describing
historical and various socio-economic and geographical aspecis of the
southeasiern Manitoba area. Dala related to Mennonile communities (formery
East Reserve and now RM of Hanover, mainly) is scattered throughout the
volume.

A family gathering of the descendants of Heinrich Fehr (15 Jun 1846 -
12 Sep 1911) and Sarah Meufeld (18 Jun 1847 - 4 Sep 1822), publishad this
summer, has baen prepared by Don Fehr of Port Coquitlam, B.C. |t contains
145 pages and is available in paperback from Don at 782 Wright Ave., Port
Coquitlam, B.C. V3B 5M7. The author can also be contacted at
don_fehn@itelus net. The book includes the complete diary of the Jacob Fehrs,
the firsl Reinland village family o armve in Canada (on the 5.5, Hibardian
landing at CQuebec City on August 27, 1874), and a chapter on the villaga of
Holfnungsiald (near Winkler), with & focus on its first resident families, by the
laie John Dyck of Winnipeg.

John H. Epp A Biography (Winnipeg: John H. Epp History, 1893), he., 104
pp., features the life story of a man who has bacome widaly known as the
founder and long-time owner of Independant Jewellers in Winnipeg. The author
of the book is John Mark Epp, grandson of John. The Russian Mennonite family
background, business ventures and hunting safaris of John Epp are among the
significant aspects of the story. For further info contact Emie Epp, son of John,
currently with the family business in Winnipeg.

For gensalogists. a new volume,
adited by Michael Penner, and already
in s second edition, is Of Russian
Roots and Canadian Migration: The
Hustrated Story of the Abram P.
Bergmann and Katharina Wiens
Family and Ancestry (Landmark: by
the family, 2003), pb.. 115 pp. Tha
Bergmann family was strongly
instrumental in founding the Mennonite
Brathren congregation at Steinbach,
Manitoba. For further info contact Ruth
Penner ai 1-204-355-4074. or the
editor at 1603-T07 Seventh Ave., New
Westminster, B.C. V3aM 2J2.

Jack Klassen of Allona is making
his debut as a novedist with The

. Chiropractor, also available in a Low

German edition, Dee Trajchtmoaka,
192 and 212 pp respectively, The book
has been privately published In 2003,
and sells for $16.95. The story line is
based on the life and work of a well-
known self-taught chiropractor of the
East Reserve, Trufje (Trudy) Klassen.
For further information contact the
author at 1-204-324-5309.

Gerd Froese, of Winnipag,
Manitaba, is the author of a unigue
work, The Gate and other Pictures
painted in the Gulag (Winnipag:
privately published, 2003), pb., 51 pp..
§25.00. Poslage is axtra. The book
inciudes about B0 paintings done by
Gerd's father, Abram, during his lime
in Sibarian axie in the late 19305 and
earty 19405, Tha story of the Family s
wosnan info the text of the volume. The
author presanted his work al the
recent workshop, Skatches from
Siberia 1, held at the Mennonibe
Heritage Centre, Winnipeg in June,
2003, A German edition of the work is
aizo available. For further info contact
the author al giroesei@ms. umanitoba,
ca or 204-489-5077.
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IRewieW _“David Heinrich Friesen and Family 1720-2001"

Lyrmne (Kroekar] Ward, pulWisted by Lynne Ward, 2002, 442 pages.

by Edith Wiebe

Having worked on a branch ol my
farmily that has the name “von Rissan®
later changed o Friesan, | was
inbarastad in wiathar s volume
could provide ma with any additional
facts on the aarly bearers of this family
name. As yal | have not been able o
detarmime 2 link,

While a tremendous amount of
information has been gathered by the
author, including swch potentially
sensitive data as oocupations of
pacple listed, one searches in vain for
footnotes or a detalled bibliography
that might anable a new researchear to
recheck books, articles, or diaries and
foliow up on potential connections,
There s no mention of obituares or
census data as sources of facts and
no spacific names of family conlacts
who provided the anecdotes or facts
recorded. The date of an interview and
with whom woukd have great hisiorical
gignificance in the years to comea. An
index of names |s induded but no
dates distinguish peopla by the samsa
name, a frequeant problem in
Mennonite genealogy. Due 1o the
absence of a bibliography it is not
readily apparent which standard
genealogical tools or lists were
consulted

The book includes a table of
contents and the use of bold point Tor
personal mames s very helpful, The
author's extensive use of pholos
(although of very uneven quality),
computer graphics and varying layout
designs contribute to this book's visual

appeal. The eyve appeal makes one want o browse through the book, The
short narrative articles make it more lkely that a younger person might enjoy
and benefit from a perusal of the book. On the downside, the great variation in
siyle and layout can sometimes be distracting and some of the basic
information Included is repetitious for all but the most amateur of
genealogists. The various tables and charts, for example the number of
Friesen birthdays each month, reflect the many compansons that are made
possible with computer generaled records.

No doubt this book is a family treasure that will be increasingly valued by
members of the Friesen family as knowledge of the Mennonite Russian
experience i diminished due o the passing of older generations.

Note: Edith Wiebe iz a librarian in the Winnipeg Public Library system
She is also an avid genealogist and has published a volume on her Wiebe

Friesen Family history author Lynne Ward and graphic artist Deborah
Clague accept award from the Manitoba Historical Society.



