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Hepner, a Mennonite owning 25 Morgen of land in the
village of Klein Mausdorferweide. His family unit included
his wife, 2 sons over 10 years of age, one son under 10, 2
daughters over 10, and a male servant. He is also listed in
the same village in the 1776 census of Mennonites in West
Prussia with his wife, 1 son and 2 daughters.'® At this time
he was also classified as a landowner. In 1989 |
speculated that this Jacob Hoeppner was the father of the
three Hoeppner brothers (Jacob b.1748, Peter b. 1752 and
Anthon b.1762) who moved to the Chortiza Colony. This is
based on the record of the baptism of son Anthon in the
Rosenort Gemeinde in 1782." In the 1772 census the two
older sons were probably Jacob and Peter, the younger
son was Anthon and the two daughters under the age of 10
were Catharina and Helena. By 1776 Jacob and Peter
were on their own. Jacob was living in the Danzig area and
Peter was living in his home village of Kiein
Mausdorferweide. Anthon was the son listed as living at
home. In 1776 daughter Catharina would have been a
teenager and was likely living elsewhere, and was probably
included in another household under the category of
servant. The proposed family of Jacob Hoeppner is shown
in Table 6. Jacob Hoeppner is listed in 1772 and 1776 as a
landowner (Eigenthiimer), but he is not found in the 1789
census of Mennonite landowners in West Prussia.''Jacob
Hoeppner must have died or sold his land sometime
between 1776 and 1789. Only 4 of the 18 Mennonite
landowners of 1776 were still in Klein Mausdorferweide in
1789. In any case none of his sons inherited his land and
chose to move to Russia.

Jacob Hoeppner (1748-1826)

One of the proposes of this article is to present some
new information on the family of Jacob Hoeppner (1748-
1826) in West Prussia and to correct previous errors.
Jacob Hoeppner was raised in the Gross Werder region of
West Prussia, very likely in the village of Klein
Mausdorferweide. By 1776 he was married and was living
in the Danzig area (not covered by the 1776 census). The
Lutheran church records of Tiegenort include many
references to Mennonites.'* There are three references
that probably pertain to Jacob Hoeppner. On July 2, 1775 a
child Jacob Hoepner, who's parents lived near Danzig,
died when he fell into a ditch. | believe that the parents
were Jacob Hoeppner and his wife Sara Dyck. On Nov. 6,
1780 a child, Anna, the daughter of Jacob Hépner, a
landless Mennonite of Tiegenortischer Wiese died. On Jan.
1, 1781 a daughter, Anna, of Jacob Hépner of Abgunst
was born. | am not too sure of the exact location of
Tiegenortischer Wiese (obviously near Tiegenort), but
Abgunst refers to Abgunstkampe, which existed up to the
time of the second World War. This location is incorrectly
referred to as Augustkampe in Henry Schapansky’s brief
biography of Jacob Hoeppner.' By 1783 he had moved
northeast to the village of Bohnsack. There children Anna
and Jacob were born on Sep. 25, 1783 and Jan. 5, 1786,
respectively. The family of Jacob Hoeppner (1748-1826) is
detailed in Table 7.

Table 1
Peter Hoeppner b. ca. 1645%
m. Dec. 6, 1671 d. Jan. 18, 1718 Danzig
Anganetha Wilk® b. ca. 1645

d. Mar. 22, 1715 Danzig
Children:
Anthon b. Sep. 25, 1672 bapt. June 12, 1695
(see Table 2)

Anganetha b. ca 1674 bapt. June 12, 1695°
1*'m. Sep. 24, 1702 to Michel Siemer (d. 1702)
2" m. Jul. 14, 1709 to Hans Brunck® (d. 1742)
d. Jun. 4, 1745

Anna b. ca 1685 bapt. Jul. 27, 1706°
1! m. date unknown to David Siemens
2" m. May, 1, 1735 to Hans Klippenstein
(1681-1753)

d. Apr. 5, 1744

Sara b. ca 1692 bapt. Jul. 2, 1713
m. Oct. 11, 1716 to Gillis Vreese (d. 1737)

d. date unknown

| have standardized the names in this, and all
subsequent tables (i.e Antonio, Antonie, etc. becomes
Anthon; Ancke becomes Anna; Sarke becomes Sara...)

? The years of birth are estimated based on a baptismal
age (in Danzig) of about 21 years or an age of first
marriage of about 25 years.

® This name has many variations (Wilk, Welk, Woelk,
Woelke etc.) ‘

¢ The name Ancke appears in the baptismal register in
1695 and 1706. The entry in 1695 is obviously in error and
should have been recorded as Agtke.

 The name is Brunck, not Brun, which is incorrectly
given in the Heppner book and the Grandma database.

® The Germanized version of this name would be Julius
Froese.

Table 2
Anthon Hoeppner b. ca 1672° Danzig
1%'m. Oct. 6, 1697  d.Jul. 11,1752  Danzig
Maria Jacobs® b. ca 1675
d. 1711-1712 Danzig
Children:
Peter  b. 1705-10 (see Tables 3 & 4)
bapt. Jul. 2, 1730
Maria b.ca1710 m. Jacob Klippenstein
d. Dec. 25, 1746
Anthon b. Sep. 25, 1711 (see Table 5)

bapt. Jul. 1, 1737
2™ m. ca 1712
Elisabeth Wiens b. ca 1679
d. May 27, 1753 Danzig
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Children:

Anna b. Nov. 28, 1713 m. Jacob Kampen
bapt. Jul. 1, 1737

Jacob b. 1718 (see Table 6)
bapt. Jul. 5, 1739

Sara b.ca 1725
bapt. Jun. 5, 1746

Catharina b. 1700-1720 m. Willem Ludwig

d. Aug. 14, 1771 (1700-1770)
# The GM database has a date of Sep. 25. This
probably belongs to Anthon b. Sep. 25, 1711.
® Maria Jacobs was the daughter of Cornelius Jacobs
and was baptized on June 16, 1697.

Table 3
Peter Hoeppner b. 1705-1710 Danzig
m. May 21, 1736 d 1778 Marienwerder
Anna Janzen® b.
d. Dec. 2, 1768  Marienwerder
Children:
Anthon b. ca 1737 (see Table 4)

bapt. Jun. 11, 1758
? Daughter of Abraham Janzen.

Table 4
Anthon Hoeppner b. ca 1737
1*'m. Oct. 18,1761 d. Nov. 13, 1797 Marienwerder
Maria Zimmerman®  b. July 6, 1741

d. Nov.7,1766  Marienwerder
Children:
Maria b. Dec. 14, 1764
2™ m. date unknown
Maria Woelke b. ca 1747
d. Aug. 23,1815 Marienwerder
Children:
Anthon b. ca 1768 m. Carolina Neuman
& Daughter of Wilhelm Zimmerman and Maria
Bachdach.
® Most of this information from the Hermann Thiessen
collection.
Table 5
Anthon Hoeppner b. Sep. 25, 1711 Danzig
m. Oct. 18, 1739 d. Sep. 30, 1773 Schottland
Catharina Berentz®  b. Aug. 12, 1720
d. May 24, 1782 Schottland
Children:
Anthon b. Aug. 10, 1740 m. unknown
Catharina b.Jun.9,1742 d. Aug.7, 1742
Elisabeth b. Aug. 29, 1745 m. Johann Kromske
Catharina b. Apr. 23, 1747 m. Abraham Berentz

Jacob b. Mar. 22, 1749 d. Mar. 22, 1749
Jacob b. Jun. 14, 1750 d. Aug. 19, 1750
Anna b. Jul. 24, 1751 d. Sep. 9, 1751
Susanna b. Mar. 11, 17563 m. Peter Wiebe
Abraham b. Apr. 13, 1755 d. Apr. 19, 1755
Maria b. Jun. 22, 1756 m. Heinrich Siemens
Abraham b. Mar. 19, 1758 d. young

Peter b. May 31, 1759 d. young

Anna b. Oct. 16, 1760 d. Nov. 2, 1760

@ Daughter of Abraham Berentz and Catharina
Wittenberg.

Table 6
b.ca 1718 Danzig
Klein Mausdorferweide

Jacob Hoeppner
m. d. after 1776

unknown b. d.

Children:
Jacob b. Jan. 3, 1748 m. Sara Dyck
Peter b. ca 1752 m. Anna Thiessen
Catharina b. after 1762 m. Jacob Janzen
Anthon b. ca 1762 m. Catharina
Helena b.ca 1773 m. Abram Klassen

The Grandma database (v. 4; v. 4.03 online) contains
several serious errors with respect to this family: the date
of birth for J.H. is actually that of his brother Anthon; he is
stated as having died in Kleinwerder, when he likely died in
Kleinmausdorferweide; his wife is given as Christina Bentz
b. Aug. 20, 1720, which is a confused reference to his
sister-in-law Catharina Berentz; his daughters are not
included.

Table 7
Jacob Hoeppner b. Jan. 3, 1748  Klein
Mausdorferweide
m. Oct. 12, 17737 d.May 5, 1826  Insel

Chortitza, Russia
Sara Dyck®  b.Nov. 17,1753 Neustadterwald
d. Feb. 27, 1826 Insel Chortitza, Russia

Children:
Jacob b. ca1774 d. Jul. 2, 1775
Helena b. Mar. 11, 1775 m. Peter Hildebrandt
Anna b. 1770’s d. Nov. 6, 1780
Anna b. Jan. 1, 1781 m. Heinrich Penner
Maria b. Sep. 25, 1783 m. Johann Ewert
Jacob b. Jan. 5, 1786 d. 1788
Catharina b. ca 1788 d. 1789
Catharina b. ca 1789 d. Jan. 9, 1804

Elisabeth b. Sep. 1, 1792
m. Gerhard Dyck
Jacob b. Mar. 24, 1797 m. Anna Brand

Some of this information was taken from Henry
Schapansky’s book™.

m. Cornelius Rempel

(Continued on page 9)
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The GM database contains several errors with respect
to this family: Jacob was not born in Brodsack, Prussia; he
and his wife are incorrectly given identical death dates;
daughter Anna could not have been born in 1777 (Jan. 29)
as two others by that name were born after 1777 (this date
may refer to the birth of the first Anna, who died in 1780);
The location of the birth of Anna is wrong; Maria was not
born in Krementschuk, Russia (“on the trip {o Russia™);
Jacob, b. 1786, did not die in 1787 in Dubrovna, Russia
since the Hoeppners did not leave Bohnsack until March of
1788; his birth is Jan. 5, 1786, not 1785.

2 This marriage date is given in the GM database but no
source is provided.

® Daughter of Abraham Dyck. He is recorded as living in
Neustédterwald in 1772, 1776 and 1789.

1.There are many variations of this name, including:
Hepner, Hapner, Hoepner, Heppner, and Hapner. |
will use Hoeppner in this article, unless directly
quoting an original source.

2.Glenn Penner. “The Early Hoeppner Family in
Prussia” Mennonite Family History. 1989 (July).

3.Pauline Heppner. “The Heppners in Prussia, Russia
and America”. Edmonton, 1997.

4.This area is now part of northern Poland.

5. California Mennonite Historical Society. GRANDMA
4 Database. 2003.

6.Microfilm copies of these records are available at the
Mennonite Heritage Centre (Winnipeg, MB), the
Centre for MB Studies (Fresno, CA), the Mennonite
Library and Archives (Newton, KS).

7.see: www.mmbhs.org/prussia/danz1.htm and
www.mmhs.org/prussia/danz2.htm for an index of
the Familienblcher.

8.Mennonite Genealogy Card File on Anthon
Hoeppner.

9. Hermann Thiessen microfilm collection. Available at
most North American Mennonite Archives.

10.Adalbert Goertz, “1782-1795, Baptisms in Rosenort,
West Prussia” in Mennonite Family History, 1986, pp.
138-143.

11.This census is available at:
www.mmbhs.org/prussia/1789alph.htm

12.West Prussian Land Census of 1772. For an index
by family name see:
http:/ipixel.cs.vt.edu/library/land/wprussia

13.Horst Penner, Die ost- und westpreuflischen
Mennoniten. 1978. An electronic version of this
census has been submitted for posting on the
Manitoba Mennonite Historical Society web site at
www.mmhs.org .

14 .Lutheran Church records of Tiegenort. LDS film #
208424.

15.Henry Schapansky. The Old Colony (Chortitza) of
Russia. Rosenort, 2001.

COMING EVENTS

Historic Driving Tour, 5 July, 2003

Meet at Garden Valley School, Winkler, parking lot for a
tour of the area at 10:30 a.m. This includes the Winkler
Cemetery, Waldheim Cemetery, the Braun Monument, the
Jacob & Maria (Fast) Braun gravesite. Lunch will be
available.

Braun 2003 Reunion, 6 July 2003

Confirmation of Registration, (9:00 a.m.) distribution of
colour-coded name tags, donation of ‘Silent Auction’ ltems,
Set-up interest items on Memorabilia tables and meeting/
visiting relatives. Registrtion fee provides all-day visiting!
10:30 Devotional; 11:30 - noon: Potluck lunch, visiting
1:30 - 3:30 Reminiscing and Children’s activities; 2:00 -
4:00 Tour Guides available for “Threshermen’s Museum
Grounds’ (The Braun Log House will be available all day)
4:00 Business meeting; 5:00 ‘Faspa’, prizes, Silent Auction
draws, visiting, touring, pictures

Lena Mennonite Church Commemoration

Former members and friends of Lena Mennonite
Church, 1926-1968, are invited to gather at the church site
on 20 July 2003, 2:30 p.m. to place a memorial stone with
plaque and to commemorate the life of the Church in God's
grace. After the service at the site, a fellowship Faspa will
be held in the Killarney Mennonite Church.

A booklet will be for sale at the event. The booklet
provides a brief history of the Church, biographies of the 5
leading ministers, biographical data about the 23 persons
interred in the cemetery, and a listing of all members of the
Church during its 42 years.

The former church site (and cemetery) is located 10
miles south of Killarney on #18 highway, and then 0.5
miles west. There will be a marker at the junction.

For further information phone John Dyck, Winnipeg,
204-885-2425.

Bus Tour to James Valley Colony

Tentatively, a bus tour for MMHS members o the
James Valley Hutterite Colony, Elie, is planned for the last
weekend in September (27 or 28). The tour wili include a
brief visit to some parts of the colony property. We expect
to arrange a time of discussion with them about their
history and theology. Tentatively, the schedule calls for a
worship time with the Colony members. The cost will likely
be around $45. Contact Bert Friesen for further details.

Looking for a Good Group Activity?

Join us for a bus tour of the historic Post Road. Call
Conrad Stoesz at 888-6781 or 669-6575 or Lawrence
Klippenstein at 895-4421. Cost is $45 per person with a
minimum of 30 people required.
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Call for Papers

Molochna 2004

"Molochna '04 Mennonites and their Neighbours, 1804-
2004," an international conference commemorating the
bicentennial of Mennonite settlement in the Molochna
region of Ukraine.

Date: 3-5 June 2004

Host institution: Melitopol State Pedagogical University,
Ukraine

The Conference organizers welcome presentation
proposals from across the humanities and social sciences
that address all aspects of the history of the Molochna
Mennonites and the region in which they settled as well as
their interactions with their larger environment and their
Molochna neighbours.

Mennonites played a unique role in the Molochna as
engines of change and modernization, keen observers,
who recorded fundamental developments in both their own
communities and those surrounding them, and a litmus test
for the Soviet system, challenging its all-engrossing
principles. They are, today, searching for ways to create
sustainable, locally led, development programs.

Conference conveners and organizers: Setline
Bobyleva (Ukraine), Harvey Dyck{Canaday), Alfred Eisfeld
{Germany), Nikolai Krylov (Ukraine), Peter Letkemann
(Canada), John Staples (11SA), Peter Klassen (USA), Petr
Wiebe (Russia)

Deadline: Proposals for original individual papers,
panels, or roundtables, including a brief (2-3 page) abstract
must be submitted no later than 1 December 2003. For
information and the submission of proposals contact:

N.V. Krylov - krylov@mpu.melitopol.net or John Staples
- staples@fredonia.edu

The Conference will seek to cover the costs of tourist-
class travel, accommodation and maintenance for
participants from the CIS.

Honourary chairs for the Conference, additional
Conference Conveners and a list of sponsoring institutions,
will be announced at a later date.

Mennonites and Refugees:
A 25 Year Retrospective

A history conference examining the interaction between
North American Mennonites and refugees will take place
on September 30 and October 1, 2005, at the University of
Winnipeg. The conference is held on the 25" anniversary
of the coming of the so-called Vietnamese ‘Boat People’
and other Southeast Asian refugees in 1979/1980. This
was a time when many Canadian and American
Mennonites became directly involved in refugee
sponsorship.

Research papers are welcomed on one of the following
four themes:

1. the historic, cultural and theological context which led
North American Mennonites to take leading roles in
refugee sponsorship programs;

2) the cross-cultural experience of both the refugees
and the Mennonite hosts during the months of actual
sponsorship and settliement

3) the organizational response by Mennonite
institutions such as MCC Canada and other
institutions to the coming of the refugees

4) the long-term inter-ethnic relationships — direct and
indirect — between Canadian/American Mennonites
and newcomers from the southern hemisphere,
specifically those from Africa, Latin America and
Southeast Asia

The conference organizers also welcome submissions
for storytelling by both hosts and refugees.

Please send proposals to: Royden Loewen, Chair in
Mennonite Studies, University of Winnipeg, 515 Portage
Ave., Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada. R3B 2E9 or email to:
r.Loewen@uwinnipeg.ca

The conference will take place in Eckhardt Gramatte
Hall at the University of Winnipeg on Friday, September 30
and Saturday, October 1, 2005

The conference is hosted by the Chair in Mennonite
Studies, University of Winnipeg. 1t is sponsored by the
Divergent Voices of Canadian Mennonites subcommittee
of the Mennonite Historical Society of Canada with funds
from Mennonite Central Committee Canada.

Members of the Planning Committee include: Sandy
Dooey, lonka Hristozova, Larry Kehler, Royden Loewen,
Ken Reddig, Stephanie Stobbe, Tim Wichert.

Summary of Board
Meeting May 14, 2003

by Paul Friesen, Secretary

The MMHS Board met on May 14,
2003 at the Plum Coulee New Horizon
Senior's Centre. Cleo Heinrichs and
Aaron and Mary Rempel hosted the
meeting. In addition to reports from
the standing committees,
presentations were given by the

Committee.

Conscientious Objectors Monument
Committee and the Oral History

The board of directors supported a
motion to convene a symposium on
conscientious objectors under the
auspices of the Chair of Mennonite
Studies at the University of Winnipeg
in 2006 or earlier. The board also
approved funding for the Oral History
Committee so that the interviewing of

post-WW Il Mennonite immigrants
could proceed. The celebration of the
25th anniversary of the MMHS was
also discussed, but a proposal still
needs to be developed. Since the
preparation of the 2002 audited
financial statement had not been
completed, its presentation to the
board was tabled until the fall meeting,
scheduled for Oct. 16, 2003 at the
Niverville Mennonite Church.







