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MMHS AGM

by Bert Friesen

The Society’s annusl general mesting
was held in the Kleefeld Evangelical
Mennonoite Church on Saterday, §| February
23,

The day began with standing commiftees
of the society meeting to go over their
apendas and plans for the coming vear. This
was followed by a plenary session of all the
committee members meeting with the full [ .
board. M""'“a“'dﬂ'ﬂ“ﬂmﬂ discussion Juks Pebrrs, President, chair the asmual gesersl
about plans and new kdeas to explore, These meeting bn Kieefeld.  Photn credit Canrad Sioess
included new projects such as an oral histor
pmj-n:‘t af COs and their reminisences,
improving the society’s web site: mmbhs,org,
celebrating the 200" anniversary of the
founding of the Molotschna Colony in New
Russia, and writing the socieny's own
history.

The annual general meeting heard
reports of the activities of the society and is
commitiees. These activities hove been
reported in these pages previously, The
members approved a revision of the society s
bylaws which anempt 1w decentralize the
activities of the society by giving more
responsibility to the standing committees. A
deficit budget was approved. The deficit is
projected since major publishing efforts will £ .
incur costs which will e recovered over Hrll-l',r Fasl Iecturing #n the hivtory of Grilsfed'klecfeld in
more than the coming fiscal year (FY2003), Kierfeld Photo credit: Elmer Heinrichs
A new board was elected, Of the 1 7 members
13 are from Winnipeg: Al Redekopp, Anna
Ens, Ant Toews, Bert Friesen, Colleen Epp,
Conrad Sipesz, Dopovan Giesbrecht, Ed
Hoeppner, Hans Werner, Jake Peters, Paul
Fricsen, Rolend Sawatzky, William
Schrooder; and 4 from outssde Winnipeg:
Evelyn Friesen, John Giesbrecht, Lawrence
Gieshbrecht, and Rovden Loewen

The day ended with a banguet, music
provided by a local male quaret, and then
Henry TFast, a society member from
Sieimbach, reading some letters from cardy
settlers in the Kleefeld'Grinfeld  These
recorded some of the activities of these early
settlers. Boclery members 5i i banguet i Kleefeld, Pheta credit; Conrwd Sisesz
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(iMicial epening of the Altons Archives

Altona Archives Opened

by Elmer Heinrichs

The Altona & District Heritage Research Centre, housing collections from dozens of
sources was officially opened Tuesday, Feb. 4 with speeches of commendation and
refreshments.

Boand chairman Dick Hildebrand welcomed shout 40 interesied persons io the new
archives established in the Golden West Plaza adjacent to the Altona library, and
pnnounced that [t will now be open for business one day weekly,

In their greetings at the opening, bocal civic officials praised the organization and is
volunteers for creating the centre. Altona mayor Mel Klassen said, 1 commend Dick
Hikdebrand and the committes on the task of assembling the archives,”

Klassen sugpested that the anchives is “the gift of one generation (o ancther, providing
direction and a vision 1o the futurne.”

Rhmeland Reeve John Falk said, “it’s great 1o see people interesied enough 1o creats
such an archive. For us {Rhineland RM), it's also a great place 1o store some of our
records, Congratulations!”™

“It"s great 1o se2 the effort in recording our historicnl record,”™ said Emerson MLA
Jack Penner, giving personal recognition to Al Schmidt, T.E. Friesen and (neighbour)
Joke Rempel. “It's truly a historical event. These are records we should hold dear.”

Penner added that “records, such as those of the Rhineland Agricultural Society,
wiould provide agricubtural background. | encournge you™

Al Schmidt, Altona’s archivist, sud “an srchive wsually consists of orginal
documents created in the process of living.” He noted the start-up assistance of Lawrence
Klippenstein, retired archivist from the Mennonite Heritage Centre, and said they are
waiting for new materials.

After sccepting, sorting and recording collections from dozens of sources, the centre
will now open for several hours Tuesday afternoon to allow people to come in and view
materials and use it for research.

Schmidt added that “both the Mennonite Heriftage Centre and the Manitoba archives
encouraged us in our start-up effort.” He suggested that they realize that people are more
willing to tumn records over locally, than they are o give them to an archive in Winnipeg,

One of the many collections currently of interest to historians, says Schmidt, are those
of the Altona Optimist Club, which recently ceased operstions.

Fianked by board members, with
assistarmce of char Hildebrand and archivist
Schmidt, volunteer Jack Klassen cuf the

ribbon  officially opening the heritage
research  centre.  Vice-chair Lawrence
Giesbrecht, treasurer Eugene Heinrchs

secrelary Ken (Sam) Braun, other members
T.E. Friesen, and Jake Eempel, with Marg
Friesen and Marlene Plei, as volunieers,

Volunteer archivist Al Schmidi, and
several voluntesrs, huve spenl countless
hours receiving, sortimg and  compuier-
cafaloguing materials  from  individuals,
amateur historians, schools  districis,
community and business sources, and the
RM of Rhinelznd,

With subjects cross-referenced on
computer and materials neatly organized n
|abelled boxes on shelves, people can find
what's available guickly and easily. There is
also & large table where they can sit and
examine the material,

The centre i & public archive of geneml
and Mennonite history perlaining to Altona
and district within the bounds of the BM of
Rhineland. It is different from n museum,
which retains artifacts of the past, and from
a librery, which maintsins a record of our
[iterary pasi

For more information, or il you feel yvou
have something of value, and is perhaps in
danger of being ks, contact Al Schmidt,
324-5442, or drop in & the archives Tuesday
nfiernogn for some personal research.

Garndal Eaiayr
Beri Frigsan

ESection Editor
Conrad Stoasz (Book Raviews & Moles)
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Exnmple of Cornelims 0. Klppeastein's Frakoar art
and hamdwriting tsughi s Reimer's ol age of sbsut
1T years, Courteny &l Lanrrsce Klippenstein

ALTBERGTHAL
SCHOOL STORIES:
PETER D REIMER AND
MY FATHER'S ART

by Lawrence Kiippenstein

The Alibergthal village community was
founded around 1879 on the east bank of
Buffalo Creek aboast two and half miles west
of Alona, Manitoba As in most early
Mennonite villages, if not all, a school of
some sor wioikld have been begun very early
in the fife of the community. Exactly when
the first classes began in Altbergihal is not
knoown. The first name on 8 known list of
teachers was one Johann Guenther active in
the early 18%0s. However a bylaw
establishing the school had been passed in
the RM of Douglas (later Rhineland) by 19
Aupust 1884, and the next wvear s
beginmings were noted in the report of 1.5,
somerset, the Superimiendent of Prodestant
Schools for Manitoba'.

Peter [3, Reimer did not begin his
teaching n the district 6l 1913, but
remined until 1919, it would seem, which
mude his term the bongest of any teachers
ever 1o serve in the district As it happened,
my fwther, Comelius, bom in 1905 |, and
beginning  school around 191371 would
have been a pupil of Reimer's for the entire
five vear pericd of his employment there.

Father went on to complete Grade V1L as far as we know, then lefi school, to retumn for
most of & vear in 1927 - 28, to take Grade 1X at the MCI in Gretnn, He abso got married
that year',

His teacher, Peter Retmer, was the son of Derk and Maria Groening Reimer who had
moved to the village of Schoenfeld i the East Reserve very soon after emigrating from
south Russia to Manitobs in the summer of 1875, Peter was bomn there on November 15,
1885, as were his older brothers Diedrich (b 1876) and Johann (b, 1879). In 1886 the
family moved 1o the West Reserve where they purchased & farm just omside the village
of Reinthal, about four miles south of Plum Coules”,

It is said that Peter showed an aptitude for drawing and painting already a5 a young
boy. His mother, Maria, encournged him to get ™ book leaming™which he did eagerly, He
became proficient m both German and English and continued fo speak Low German
weell,

Al the age of 19 he met his wifie 1o be, Maria Neofeld, who was then aged 16, Both
wanted to get married immediately, but Maria's parents, Gerhard and Anna Kroeker
Meufeld, originally from the Chortitza colony, who had moved to Manitoba only in June,
of 1891, counselled agninst it, They were married not long afierwards. As it happened
Anna's grandfather, (Marin's great grandfather), Paul Meafeld, had been mamied to
Agatha Klippensigin, also from the O1d Colony, and born Dec. 31, 1830. In all likelihood
she was a first cousin to Heinrich Klippenstein, the grandfather of Cormelius, and giving
him a not so distant family fink to the Peter Reimer family itself

The record of the Reimer's move to Althergthal is somewhat unclear. It has been dated
by one of the sons, Paul, & being “about two years before the birth of their third son,
Paul™ on April 20, 1916, The family, with two daughters, Annn and Mary, had come
from the village of Heuboden located further west where the school had been smaller. Al
Altbergthal they moved into living quarters that were attached to the school room in one
still rather new large building °.

It i kmown that Mr. Reimer would sometimes aftend summer schooks, hence “be away
for extended period of time”™, and would also help with threshing operations of local
farmers before school would begin in the fall. He was reputed 10 have been o strong man,
maore than six feet tall, and able o §ift o bushel of whest weighing 60 pounds {m ons
hand?7).

Again btthe is known about the work of Mr. Reimer in the classroom. My Ffather's
surviving school materials are an illustration of the kind of work that was done. Notably
he saved some of his art work, Fraktur, it is called today. | do not recall him ever talking
sbout his doyvs 0 a school boy, but my father also had o godd handwriting and lked 1o
practice doing his signature, Penmanship will have been important in his curriculum
also®,

As it happened the Reimer years were difficult years as far as relating to the
governmend were concemned. Altbergthal was also one of the schoo| that reverted 1o being
a private school afier 1916, when the government made a ruling that all instruction muesa
be in English. By 1918 the school reverted back to being a public school, with & small
private school building having been built at that time, and all parents agreemg, it has
been said, to send their children to this school instead”.

The story about an Alibergthal teacher coming to school for an entire vear without any
pupils being there, but alwoys raising the flag, and marking the register, and described
by one wriler as "typical of responses to the new law, in southern Munitoba schools®, fits
the mood of the dmes, and could have been Mr. Remmer himsell, However, his son
Dviedrich, born in Altbergthnl m 1917, told me a few vears ago that he could not recall
his father ever mentioning an incident like that from his vears in Altbergthal.

From Albergthal the family would move 1o another school st Hochstadt, somewlha
north and cast of Alona That & where 4 sister, Helen, was bom. That is alse where
Reimer would get an offer 1o 1each at the MEI in Ahona, which he accepted and which
then led to & move 1o reside in Allona, The MEI burned down i | 926 and Mr. Remmer
next found employment with the Altona Public School, and did some small farming with
livestock on the side’. He took grent interest in community activities of all sorts, including
thiose which would lead 10 the work of local cooperatives later on”. Peter Reimer passed
away in 1936, not vet 51 vears of age, and beset af the end once more by a disease

froni onpd)
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Altbergthal

which had struck already as & voung man. Maria managed (o maingain the little
farm, and then the homestead itself for several decades after Peter passed sway.

[cont. feom p.3)

ENDNOTES

1. The early isiory of Altbergibal is discussed in Lawrence Klippensiem, © Althergthal
1879 - 20007, in Adolf Ens, Jecob E. Peters and (ito Hamm. Church , Family snd
Yillage. I.n.'lrl- oo Mennonite Life on the West Reserve (Winnipeg: Maonitobas
Mennombie Hissorical Sociery, 2000, 287 - 308,

2. Blographical infeemastion on .0 Beimer is basscally all taken from Paul Peter
Reimer, The Life and Thmes of My Grand Children's Ancestors (np, 1995), 5-1 - 5-4;
T-1=T-5010-1 - 12-10,

3, Comeline 13, Klippensicin family records,

4, The Paul Reimer accound ciles the arrival in Canada as 1874, but John Dok
Bergthal Gzemeinde Buch {Sizinbach: HEHS, 1991) mentions ihe Derk Reimer family
amriving on the 5.5, Cssbec on July 20, 1875.( p. 306),

5, Records suggest that the Ahbergthal schood bailding which the Reimers came bo was
ballt in 1904, The building is stlll exiant, laving been moved 1o Allona where it is
mwmiting more renovalion and convershon w community wes, o was moved from Hs
omgina| site o the campus of o nearby consolidaied school (Mew Hope | amund 1963, See
Church, Family and Village, 299,

&, C.0. Klippensiein family recards.

7. See Church, Family and ¥illage, 300 = 301,

K. Sec Esther Epp Tiessen. Altons: the story of o Prairie Tewn (Altona: [LW,
Friescn and Sans, Lid. 1394F,

. Ihid, 163 - 64

Peter T. Kroeker at the MCI during WWI

I previous owes we inclided anticles about Jakarnr B, Dweck. This article & the grory
about one of Dweck's mephews, Peter T Kroeker, alie form Rosenoet Rosenhofl near
Marris,  This slighthe edited excerpt v saken from My Dad, Mr. Perer Kroeker, as |
remember feimy wrinen and pebilished by bix som Fromb P Krovker, in 2002 W ir weed
wiils permission

In the fall of 1914, with the inspiration and encouragement of Johann W,
Dueck, Dad’s uncle and former teacher, Diad went into the teaching profession m
the Rosenhoff private school. With the outbreak of war, teaching Englizh became
obligatory in all schools, and private schools were in danger of losing their status.

Consequently in order to upgrade his teaching skills, and obtain pis
qualifications as an English teacher, Dad anended summer school ot the
Mennonite Collegiate Institute in Gretna during the summer of 1915, Following
that, he became the first ieacher of the Provincial Private School District 861 a1
Rosenort, and the next year taught in Rosenhaff School district ¥60.

I remember Drad telling me some of his leaming experiences at MCL First,
he held Mr. Henry Ewent, the principal, in very high regard. Dad not only
considered him a very wise and deeply-spiritual man, but also the “man of the
hour”, for he had a good understanding of zome of the more conservative
Memmonite groups, like the Kleine Gemeinde, and arbitrated on their behalf,

Dad olso told of one day at the MCI, when the whole school, a8 a class in
Mature Studies, was to go int the nearby woods that afiemoon and look for a most
unusual specimen of nature,  The stedent bringing back the best irophy woukd get
a prize of $5.00, Imagine that, in those days!

A certain stedent, (oo lary to participate, played hooky and hid behind the
north end of the school building, hoping to take a litthe nap. Just before he dozed
off, he noticed = large pig-weed plant right there beside him, and he casually
began scraiching around s fat tap-root with his finger. As he continued

Kreeker. the ivacher. aitending the MCL fogeiber with a
tenching colbengue, (earge I Bornelson (seaded].
Phato credi: MO Crossrosds

scratching, digging and poking decper, his curiosity
eveniually overcame him, and he wondered, “How
deep down does this tap-root go amyway ™

The ground soon got oo hard, and the hole too
deep, to continue excavating with his hands, 50 he
went to fetch a spade and a hoe. To his nmazement,
the rood just kept on goimg down farther and farther.
He kept on digging faster and faster, deeper and
deeper, till he finally reached the very tip of the root
- at 8 feet from the surface!

Just when he was finished. the rest of the
students returned with their abundant wartety of
trophics - each one hoping to win the prize. Well,
the lazy student figured he might as well present his
findings to0. When the teacher got up on his chair
to pin up the pig-weed plant on the front wall of the
classroom, its B-foot-long root reaching right down
to the floor. The students all barst into a round of
applause. He won first prize]

Dad continued 1o teach for s vears, while at
the same time holding down a job, and Iater ako
farming during the summer months, An amaring
outcome of Dud's teaching career was that two of
his studenis became public school tleachers as well
Peter K. Dueck, Dad’s cousin, a son of Johann W
Dueck, and George P. Goossen, twught &
RasenholT South School for mare than two decades




Mot Mlarch 2000

MMHS News & Notes
ey

Mennonite Historical Society
of Canada news

The Mennonite Hisorical Society of
Canada held its annual general meeting and
board mesting on Sabirday, & December
2002. It was held for the first time in B.C.
on the campus of Columbia Bible College,
Abbaotsford.

Oini the previous day the CMED editorial
committes met to discuss the online project.
The web site has generated over 700 unigue
vigitors per day or over 250,000 over the last
vear, The site now has nstiutional,
congregational, and biographical articles.
About 65 articles, mainly biographies, were
added in 2002, More are anticipated this

The board meeting and general meeting
heard reports on the CMEO project. There
wias o report on the *Retumn of the Kanadier”
conference, part of the Divergent Voices of
Canadian Mennonites project.  There were
reponts of the many and varied activities of
the provincial societies and church societies.
There was some discussion about the
financial status of the society, Some options
concerning fund raising will be considered
in the coming vear. There was news of the
establishment of Mennonite archives in
Calgary and Saskatoon.

The local hosts iook  interested
participants on a bus tour of the Fraser
Valley. The history of the seftlement here
by Mennonites was highlighted, Many
buildings, both church and educational,
were viewed and toured. Al an evening
banguet an individual gave an sccount of
her experience growing up as a Mennonite
here.

The plan is that over the coming vears
these meetings will be rotated in other
provinces.

Hanover Steinbach Historical
Society news

Al the annual meeting of the Hanover
Sieinbach Historical Society it was decided
fp change the name (o the Flemish
Mennonite Historical Society, This name
change reflects a change of emphasis from

i local 1o 8 broader scope. This would potentially take in Mennonites now Hving in mast
parts of Morth ond South America as well as Evurope and other parts of the world, These
Mennonites have organized themselves in many church conferences to reflect various
emphases of their Anabaptist heritage. The society will continue many of the same
activities such as publishing and holding public events excepi for this broader scope.

MMHS Local History Workshop

From USSR to Germany to Manitoba

Winkler Seniors Centre
26 April 2003

9:30 Registration and Coffee

10:00 Introductions and introduction to the theme

10:10 Creating a Context: Previous Mennonite migrations from
Russia-LUSSR to Canada
1874 — 1880; 1923 — 1930; 1947 — 1959; 1970s.
-by Adolf Ens

10:40 Panel Discussion: Life in the USSR after WW 11

12:00 Lunch

1:00 Panel Discussion: Life in Germany

2:00 Panel Discussion: Life in Canada

Cost: $15.00 (includes lunch) payable at the door

L Jim Wiche was a student at
thellniversity of Manitoba and
had a summer job with the Parks
and Recreation Department, City
of Winmpeg. Here he met Jack
Galleger, Superintendent,
Kildonan Park. Mr. Gallager
mentioned & cottomwood in the
park and on the bank of the Red
River was the largest cottonwood
in Manitoba. He thought there
might be one further west
possibly around Neepawa, that
might be almost as big, Jim
mensured both the Kildonan and
our tree and proved we had a
larger cottonwood on our farm
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Genealogy

Theil 4 Med Didal in § sérds of arficles on Prugsmm
Russm Mewmonite fomifes by Cileme Penner,

The Early Mennonite
Groening Family

by Glemn Penmer

Johann Groening [18307-1866) of the
Bergthal Colony

Johann Groening (1807-1866) is the
forefather of most of the Mennonile
Groenings in Canada, According o the
Bergthal Colony church records he was bom
in 1807 (exsct date not known) and died on
May 12, 1866," He marmied Helena Kruuse
in 1834 before coming to the Berpgthal
Colony, which was founded im 18367
Joharn pnd Helena Groening hkad 12
children before Johann's death. Helena
remarmied on Jan. 17, 1367 to Heinrich Dyek
(1818-7}. The family of Johann and Helena
Ceroening is outlined m Table 1. The
purpose of this article is not 1o race the
descendants of Johann Groening, but fo put
together all of the pieces of information we
have on him, his ancestors and his possible
siblings.

According to the immigration lists found in
the books by B. H. Unruh’ and Peter
Rempel,® there were only two Mennonite
Crroening families that made the move from
Wiest Prussia to Russia. These are the
families of Peter Groening (in 1803) and
Johann Groening (in |8 18} whi bath moved
o the Molotschna Colory. The family of
Peter Groenming has been nvesfigated in
some detail and it is obwious that Johann
Crroening (1 807-1866) is not a8 member of
this family. The reference to Johann
Groening on page 362 of Unreh's book
simply states that in 1818 Johann Groening,
an “Einwohner” of Horsterbusch (West
Prussia) and his wife Christina Woelke
moved o the Moletschna Colony together
with children Anna (21), Christina (12), and
Johann (10}, The ege of son Johann matches
his birth vear given in the Bergthal Colony
church records, Johann (| 807-1 866) and his
family are also found in the 1858 Russian
census.” At this time Johann (Johann)

“Crrening” age 30 is listed in the village of Schoewfeld in the Bergthal Colomy with his
wife Helena (Peter) (43), sons Johann ( 18), Peter (16). Komelius (13}, Heinrich (113,
Abram (6), Jacob (4) and Franz (1) and daughter Maria (2). The oldest daughter Helena
had married (1856) and left the household by this time. This census confirms thi
Johann"s father was indesd Johann, It also indicates that Helena Krause was the daughter
of Peter Krause, The |35 Russian census for the Molotschna Colony also exists.” This
document indicates that the Groening family lived in Marienthal, where Johann Sr. deed
in 1825, The newly married Johann {aged 27) and his wife Helena (20) are listed in the
household, The census also indicates that Johann and Helbena moved to the Chortitza
Colony (shortly after 1835),

The entry for Johann and Helena (Krause) Groening in the Bergthal Colony church
records has the notation “Schoenw.™ added, indicating that this family came from the
Frisian Gemeinde in the Chortitza Colony, The Frisian Mennonites in the Chortitza
Colony lived in the villages of Schoenwiese, Kronswiede and Kronsganien, There is only
ofee poasible Peter Krnuse who could be the father of Helena (Krause) Groening, and tha
ix Peter Krause (b, 1790}, the son of Comelius Krause (b, 1752}, of Kronsweide. Pewer
Krause is listed in the 1814 Chortitza Colony village census for Kronsweide as living
with his father-in-law Heinrich Arend (b, | 759 The families of homelius Krause, Peter
Krause and Heinrich Arend are oullined in Henry Schapansky s book on the Chortitea
Codony Mennonites,”

To Summarize: Johann Groening (1807-1866) was bom in West Prussia, moved o
Marienthal, Molotschna Cobory with his parents in 1818, then moved to Schoenwiese (or
possibly Kronsweide) for a briel period, probably living with his wife’s family and then
moved 1o the Bergthal Colony. The Groenings probably moved 1o the Bergthal Colony
because they were landless,

Sl Groening {1 769-1825)

The next step is to see what can be found on Johann Groening Sr. He and his family
appear io have moved from Horsterbusch, West Prussia to Marienthal, i the Molotschna
Colony in 1818, where he dicd in 1825, The village of Horsterbusch is in the Elbing
district of West Prussia. The 1811 census of Mennonites for this region includes one
Ciroening family." This is the family of Johann Groening a Toagelochner (day leborer) in
the village of Einlage (just 3 miles from Horsterbusch) who was 42 vears old, He did not
have & wife at this time. Included in the census is a daughter age 10 (likely Anna), a
daughter age 7 (likely Christina), and a son age 6 (lkely Johann), This nearly matches
the family of Johann Groening mentioned in Unruh's book. The Mennonites of the
villages of Horsterbusch and Einlage belonged 1o the Flemish Mennonite church of
Elbing-Ellerwald, Unfortunately the Efbing-Ellerwald church records prior to 1825 no
longer exist. All we have are the baptisms and marriages recorded in the diaries of the
Elders Gerhard Wiehe (1778-1795)", Peter Dueck (1801-1807)"" and Jscob Kroeker
(1 B09-18207". These provide no further information on the Johann Groening family, An
aliemative source is the Lutheran church records. From 1800 on the Lutheran church
{which was the state church) kept vital records on Mennonites [births, marriages and
deaths}. Several references to Johann Groening of Einlage are indeed found in the burial
records of the Neuheide Lutheran church of Elbing." This register records the deaths of
two children of Johann Groening and Anna Goertzen: Agatha on Apr, 21, 1799 and
Johann on May 17, 1800, The Menncnites of Einlage are also found m the records of the
nearby Jungfer'’ and Zever™ Lutheran churches, The death of infant Johann Groening on
Mov. |8, 1801, the son of Johann Groening and Christing Woelke is found in the burisl
records of Zeyer. This implies that Anna Goerizen died sometime May 11, 1500 and very
early 1801, and that Johann Groening remarried to Christimg Woelke, A further entry in
the Meuheide Lutheran records is for the death of Christina, wife of Johann Groening on
May 14, 1210 at the age of 44 years, followed by the death of daughter Elisabeth on May
20™ . This jibes with the 1811 census which does not list & wife for Johann Groening bt
does ot agree with the entry in Unruh’s book, which indicates that Christina Woelke
accompanied the family to Russia, On the other hand it does explain why there is no Mrs.

Leent on .7}
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Ciroening {canL frum ps )
Johanm Groening in the 1825 Molotschoa census, The evidence does seem 1o be in favor
of Christina {Woelke) Groening having died in 1810 in Prussia. The family of Johann
Ciroening (176918250 iz shown in Table 2.

The CGrroenings in West Prussia

The 1776 census of Mennonites in West Prussia lists only one Groening: a widow
living in Lakendorf with 3 daugheers.™ She is listed as an Eigenthumer, which meant that
she vwned properiy. The mystery of who widow Groening was can be solved by using the
177211773 census of West Prussia, which lises “Mich. Grining” in Lakendort.” He was
g Miztsman, which meant that he rented his property. At that tme he wos Living with his
wife ong son under |2 vears and one daughter under 12 vears, Most of the Mennonites of
Lakendorf were members of the Rosenont Gememde. Unforiunately, ke the siiuation (o
Elbing-Ellerwald, the early Rosenort records have not survived o the present. The oxly
record available to us for the period before 1857 is the baptismal registers for 1782-95"7
il 181440, kept by the Aelester of the Gross Werder Gemeinde. The haptiam of
Michael Groening’s son Johann of Blumenort was recorded on June 29, 1789, This (s
the expected baptism of Johani Groening {17689-1825). This would indicate that Johann
Ciroening had moved to Blumenon sometime after his father's death and (his 5 what [
assumed in an article | previoushy wrare on the early Groening family."™ However, there
are two problems with this assumption. There is no son counted inthe 1778 census, In
addition, the Rosenon baplismal register does not indicate that Jahanh was the sieviving
son of Michacl Groening. The Gross Werder baptismal register denotes surviving children
s “nischgelassens{r]”, This would imply that Michas] Groening, father of Johann, was
still alive im 178%. This dilemma can be salved by using Lutheran church records, The
Wital stafisfics For the Mennonifes of Lakendorf were usually recorded by the local
Lutheran church at Fusrstenau, Aside from the post 1800 records there is an earlier burial
reaisler specifically for Mennonites that was started in 17117 Here the dearhs of two
Mennonite Michacl Groenings are reeorded! First, the death of Mennonite Eigenthumer
Michael Groening of Lackendorl, age 34 years, s recorded on Sepr, 25, 1773, just before
the 1 776 census. A daughter Helena, age 9, died on Oct. 8 of the same year. The fact that
he s listed as sn Cigenthumer indicuates thut he must have acquired land sometime
herween carly 1773 and 1773, This property was presumably passed on to his widow. A
second Michas] Groenimg, an Einwobhner (did not own land) from Blumenor, died at 8
pm on March 2, 1 798 at the age of 76 years and 6 months. [t becomes quite clear now that
Johann Groening (17689-1823) was the son of the senior Michael Groening (1721-17987,
not Michael Groening {1742-1775) This leaves a fow guestions to be answered: 1) whers
wits Michael Groening (1721-1798) in 17767, 2) what happenead to widow Groening?, 3}
how are the two Michael CGrroenings related? and 4) how do the other Groening fit in (2.g.
Peter Groening, who moved to the Molsischno Colony m [803)7

131 helieve that Michael Groening Sr. was living in the region of Danzig not coversd
by the 1776 census, The Donsig Mennonite (Flemish} church books record the death of
hrs. Michel Groening (*De Michel Grénigsche™) an July 4, 1779.%° The widower Michael
Groening probably moved from Daneig o the Gross Werder sometime between 1779 and
| 784, The fact that Catharing, daughter of Michael Groening was baptized in Dancg on
May 28, | 788 suppests thal either he moved bebween this date and the baptizm of his son
in 1789, or the she stayved behind in Danzig until the time of her buptism. Thers s oo
marriage record for Catharing Groening in the Danzig church books. She may have
moved elsewhere shortly after her baptism.

20 Al present we do not know exactly what happened o the widow Groening. The
West Prussian land census of 1 789 does not list any Groenings. ™ One can assume that she
gither sold her property, remarried or died before 1789,

3 Bepurding the relutionship between the two Michael Groenings, one can only
apeculare that Michael Groening (1721-1798) was the father of Michacl Groening (1742-
L7750 T this were the case Micheel Groenimg Jr would heve been g step-brother to
Johann Greoening, (1 7689-1823). Their age difference (abour 27 years) is not unusual, but

dictates thal they would have had different
mihers.

4) An exlensive search of all availabla
West Prussian Mennonite records prior (o
1820 vields only 5 further Groening entries:
i1 Peter Groening of Marienburg, baptized in
the Heubuden Mennenites church on June
27, I7RE; ii) Angsnetha Croening  of
Halbstudt, alse baplized into the Heubuden
church on June 16, 17935 i) Anna
Groening of Heubaden died on Ohet. 25,
| 788;F iv) Anna Groening of Lakendosf,
surviving doughter of Michael Groening,
who was baptized into the Rosenort church
on July 13, 17907 and ) the marriage of
Peter Groening to the widow of David Epp
on Feb, 26, 1795 i dhe Elbing-Ellerwald
church.?

Peter Oroesing (17085-1827]

The birth of Christime, daughter of
Einwohner Peter Groening and Anna Esau
of Krebsfeld, on Dec. 31, 1801 is found in
the Lutheran meconds of Fuerstenaw, The
death of Anna (Fsau) Grocning on March 8,
1802 in Krebsfeld a the age of 30 vears is
recorded i the Fuerstenau  Lutheran
churches register of Mennonite burials.
Peter remarricd to Christing Fresen (b, ca.
1780} somelime between this time and their
migration to Kussia im 1803, Anna Lasu was
probably the widow David Epp who married
Peter Groening in 1793, The prnealogies of
the descendents of Peter Groening can be
found in teo published family historses, ™"
Unfortunutely  the Hewbuden baptismal
records do not state whe the father of Peler
Croening was, The [835 census of the
Molotschna Colony record him as Peler
Peter Groening, who lived in Halbstadt and
died there in 1827, This would sugpest tha
Peter Groening's Tather was also a Peter
Groening. 1 believe thar this is incorrect and
may be due 1o the fact that he died before the
census and none of the remaining members
of his family would have known his father or
known his father's name, Since the census
of 1776 does mor Tist any sons for the widow
of Michael Groening (L742-1775) I suspect
fhat he was the son of Michacl Groening
(1721-1794). This would make him the
brodher of Johann Groening (1769-1825). [t
would also be expected that §f Pefer
Groening was the son of Michael Groening
Ir. he might huve inherited e land left to
(he widow Groening in 1775,

{eant an p.2)
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Groening {comt. fromp7) 27 m. 1RO0ATROT
Chrisiing Weelck b. ca, 1766
Anganetha Groening Vet Foneain
Anganetha Groening was baptized in the Heubuaden Gemeinde in 1793 (father’s name Children:
not given) and seems fo have married Johann Baerg sometime in the 17905, Because thiz
marriage 15 not recorded in the Hewbuden church books it can be assumed that she T b 1801
married into another congregation, The birth of their son Johann on Apr. 18, 1802 cin d. Mov. 15, 1801
be found in the Jungfer Lutheran records. At this time they were living in Hegewald, Christina b 18
According to Unruh’s immigration lists they moved from Hegewald, West Prossia tothe (00 b, 1807
Molotschoa Colony in 1803, They appear i the village of Halbstadt in the 1808 census N
of the Molotschna Colony. This is the same village in which Peter Groening lived, Since
Peter and Angometha were both baptized n the same congregation and later lived in the Table 3
same village in Russia | have fentatively included them as siblings and children of
Miﬂhﬂﬂl f:rrul:ning [l?l]-]?'ﬂﬂ]. a‘fﬂ:ﬁﬂlﬂl '::.I"{:'I."!Hﬂﬂg h. ca 1742
’ West Prussia
Anna Groening (7 — 1788) d. Sep. 24, 1775
Anna Groening is likely a sibling of Peter and Anganetha Grosning, who where also Lakendort, West Prussia
living in the Heubuden repion at about the same time. This would tentatively place her  m. before 1767
as a daughter of Michael Groening Sr,
M Uknown b
e d_after 1776
Johann Giroening Children:
b. 1807 West Prussia '
d. May 12, 1866 Schoenfeld, Bergihal, Tussia m, 1834 Helena b ca | 76E
Helena Krause L0 2
: ; . ot B, 1775
k. 1816 Kronsweide, Chortitza, Fussia
: A h.ca 1770
d. Manitoba bapt. 1790 Rosenort
- Gemeinde
Chilglien Daughter b. 1773-75
Anpanctha b. Tan, 27, 1837 m, Peter Kehler S b, before 1773
Helena b. Jan, 28, 1838 m. Johann Wall d. 1773-75
Johann b. Mow, 23, 1839 not married
Peter b. Now, 27, 1841 m. Apatha Peters Tahle 4
komelius h. May 18, 1844 m. Helena Higher
Heinrich b. Jam. 22, 1847 m. Amna Siemens Michasl GGrasning boew 1721
Anna b, Apr B, 1840 4 Qet, 22, 1849 West Prussia
Abraham b. Jan. 10, 1851 m. Helena Loepky d. Mar. 2, 1798
Jacob b. Apr. 28, 1853 m. Agnetha Siemens Blumenort, West Prussia
haria b. Oct. 2, 18535 m. [Medrich Remer m. about 1740/ 1
Frans b Jan, 17, 1858 m. Maria FehrMarg. Dyck unknown b,
Dravid b. Apr. 22, 1861 d. Apr. 25, 1861 d. before 1767
2" m. before 1767
Table 2 kv b. hefore 1747
d, July 4, 1779
Johann Groening b. 1769 West Prussia Danzig
d. 1825 Mariental, Molotschna, Russia Chilldren:
m, | TRT-94
A Goerizen b West Prussia Peter h. ca 1768
d, . L8 LEinlage, West Prussia Catharina b. ca 1768
Children: Johann b, ca 1769
Anganctha b.cu 1773
Anni b.ca 1797 hapt. June 13, IR17 Rosenort Anna .
Ciemeinde o Ot 25, 1788
Agatha b. Ot 7, 1798 d. Apr. 21, 1799
Johann h. Apr. 7, 1300 d. May 17, 1800 (eont, on p.9)

PR — ]
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12, Lutheran Church Records of Elbing-Meuheide. LD® microfilms # 251161
1. Rergthal Gemeinde Buch, Hanover- through 251170,
Steinkach Hist. Soc. (1993).
13, Mennonite Births and Deaths in the Lutheran Church Records of Jungfer have
2. William Schroeder. The Bergthal been transcribed by Alan Peters, Fresno, CA. These will be included i the next
Codony.  CMBC  Publications, version of the Grandma database,
Winnipeg, 1974,
14, Gilenn Penner. Mennonite Births in the Zever evang, Kirchenbuch 1799 - (810,
3 Benjamin H. Unroh, e hifp/wanw, mimhs, orgprussiazeverbirths. him
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Jahwrhurderr. Karlarahe, (935
15. Census of West Prussia Mennonites for 1776, Found in: Horst Penmer, D¥e osi-
4. Peter  Rempel. Meananile tond wesipreulivohen Mennoniten, 1978, This census will be posted on the
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Winnipeg, 2000,
16, West Prussian Land Census of 1772,
5. Copies of the 1838 census for the herpepixelca v edulibraryTand wprussia
Berpthal Colony cun be found at the
Mennonite Heritage Centre, 17 Adalbert Goerlz appeared in Meanoniie Fasrily History October, 1986, p |38,
Winnipeg, Manitobu,
18, Gross Werder Baplisms 1814-15840, LDS microfilm #1 150601,
a, Englivh Travslation of the Russian
1835 Census of the Molotschna 19, Cilenn Penner. The Early Groening Family. Mennonite Farmily Historv. Yol. 15,
Fillopes.  Manitoba  Mennonite Mo. 1 (Jan.}, 1999,
Historical Socicty, 1993,
20 Lutheran Church Records of Fuerstenau, West Prussia can be found in LD
7. Henry Schapansky. The (d Calony ricrofilms F208099 through 206103,
(Chortiiza) of Russia, Rosenort,
0. z1 Danzig Flemish Mennonite Church Records, Originalz are Jocated al the
Mennonite Library and Archives, North Mewton, KS. Microfilm copies arne
g Adalbert Goertr, Mesmonizes fn the located at the Mennonite Herilage Cenire in Winnipep and the Cenire for
Ething Terrvitory: Census of TR T, Mennomite Brethren Studies in Fresna,
httped e mimhs, org prussiaselbi Konrad van Beuningen, Srch der Memmo-Cemeinde Danzig. Altona (Germany ),
ng2 him 1941,
4, Glenn Penner, Baprisms in the 2 Adalbert CGroeniz. Menmonite Lowd Censusilieneral-Nackweaizung, West Prissla,
Elbing/Ellerwald  Mennoniie TP hilpwowew  mumhes, orgprussial ] TE%cens hitm
Church,  In Menwonite  Family
Hiztory. July 1988 Also see: 23, Heubuden Church Eecords. Mennonite Heritage Centre, Winnipeg, Manitoba,
h‘l‘[p:."."w1\'1\'Inmhﬁ__wﬂg"p.mgs_im':]bi_ micrﬂﬁlmﬁ #TH & 28R4,
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Adalbert Goerte. Tromungen [770- 24, California Mennonite Historical Sociery, GRANDMA 4 Database, 2003,
1795 in der Menn  Gewmeings
Eilbing-FEllerwald. In 25 Joel A. Wiche, Vernon R. Wiche and Raymaond F. Wiehe. The Groening Wiehe
Altpreussischen Fumily 1768 — 1974, 2" Ed. 1974
Cresehlechieriunde, Wol, 12, 1974,
pp. 85-940. 26, Helen K, Johnson, Tapesiry of Ancesiral Foolprings.
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IM BIBLE INSTITUTE
14/4 T_ .'_.51,!_'.

A project of the Historic Sites and Monuments Committee is to create a list of the
historic sites in Manitoba which are important to Mennondies. There are many cemeieries,
buildings, unmarked graves, and moenuments that are important, but not well known.
There is no one resource where people can o to find information on these imporiant sites.
The committee i= looking for vour help in documenting these locations. A form is
available on the MMHS web site or send a letter to the society for a copy or email
estoeszi@mennonitechurch.ca. The committes is hoping that s booklet with maps, photos,
and data on these sites can be created. Two photos are requested showing the historic site
up close 5o that if there is text that it can be read, and one showing the context of the site.
sereee O site such site is the Elim Bible Institute Commemorative plague (see above). [t
wis dedicated in 1989 by the Elim alumni at the time of the closing of the school. After
the bailding was sold the owners did not want the plague and it was removed and placed
in storage, When the building was purchased by the Rhineland School Division {now the.
Borderland School Division) the plaque was placed on the outside of the south wall of.
the former school admimistration building located on the West side of Altona, Manitoba
at 120 9th 51 NW
oo The commities asks for vour help in documenting the historic sites important to our
COMMunIties,

Cionrad Stoesz, Commities chair
Camp Assiniboia History Research Begins.
By Bob Wiebe

Winnipeg, MB {Mennonite Church Manitoba) - A research project into the history of
Camp Assiniboia was recently lsunched. Egon Enns of Winnipeg will be developing o
detailed chronology of key events, assembling documents and identifying sources related
to the camp, which opened in 1949. The long range goal of the praject is for a complete
histony to be writhen.

This is a follow up project o & booklel of stories from Assiniboia’s past and an
historical photo display prepared in 1999 a3 part of the Camp Assinibois 50th
ARfIVETsany .

Oine of the ways i which it s anticipated that historical data will be collected &
through & "constituency workshop” which will bring together persons to reminisce and
recall impontant aspects of the camp history.

It is hoped that persons will be found to undertake similar rescarch for Camp Kainonia

and Camp Moose Lake,

Camps Assiniboia, Koinonie and Moose
Lake are part of Camps with Meaning, the
camping minstry of Mennonite Church
Manitoba,

Braun 2003 Reunion

Pembina Threshermen's Muscum
Hwy.3 between Winkler & Morden
6 July 2003

400 Confirmaiken of  Hegistrution,
distribution of colour-coded name tags,
demateon of * Silent Auction” lems, Sei-
up interest iems on Memorabilia tables
and meeting/visiting relatives

10:30 Devotional

I 130 - poon: Potluck lunch, vissting

I 3l - 3:30 Reminiscing and Children’s
activities

200 - 4:00 Tour Guides available for
“Threshermen”s Museum Grounds”
{The Briun Log House will be available

all day)

4:00) Basiness meeting

5:00 ‘Faspa', prizes, Silent Auvction
diawa, visiting, touring. pictures

{Mote: Our registration fee enables us to
vigit i long as we would like!)

Historic Driving Tour
5 July 2003

| [585]
Mewei il Clarden Villey Sl Parking Lot
Temr af
Wnkler Cemeters
Waldheim Cemserny
i Moatasheil

Historie lacol & Marie (Faa) Hrain
Giravesie

(Lunch snd Hestroom Goilflies will b
mvilwhbe)
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Emplovers of the Erdman Penser chin of besinesaes in the West Reserve . Penser™s business chain began with o store bailt in Greons in 1851 alter haying sesroed
Im the arew with one ol Nevanlage, balli o D851, sod b very Nest one pol ap is Mvervellle the year belare. He alio aperaied. steres in Heinland, Plom Coulee,
Gasdenthal sud Mordes. The date of this photo b st koewa, OF the srvesteen perioas on (he phodo (Belirved (o be an inside view of the Flam O oubee slofe ], (8 one
seated om ihe evireme right b5 Johans Schroeder (1963 - 1952, s V880 i Bad moaed ba b wilige &l Heubodena, several nidles souih ol Plam Csalee, wilk ks wile,
Susamns (1574 - 1957 ) and Gomiby- 07 yeu can Mentify ofbers in ihe photo please contact Bert Frieses, the editor of P,

Fhvaie credin Rill Schrsoder, Winmipeg (8 grasdsss of Johsne . who received this priet frem his sncle , che bate Peter Sehrosder of Rosenfeld. Ansther umcle, Jim,
l@rmlified the sile ol (&e phailo,

Reunion Notice

Heppner-Hoeppner Rewnion s planned for 2004 July 2372425 at the Marvin M. Schwan
Retreat and Conference Cenire, Trego, Wisconsin, LISA

Information on accommodationlodging and meal package raies is available from the
reunion arganizer, Darrell Heppoer 2004 Heppner-Hoeppner Reunion, P.O. Box 577, San
Leandro, CA %4377, LUSA

Irego 5 approximately 100 km south of Duluth, Minnesota, Lodging registration must
bein by 2004 April 30 complete with payment.

La Crete fcomt. from p.12)

the next generation. The nexi generation
feel they belong in La Crete and intend 1o
r.|1:|k-|: a life ||1=I1.-  Ia] pEIT.lclu.lI:-I: Ihl.:l.r
1.:|:u1'|m|.mi.1'_|,-, 1]1¢ 'I:IFI.I f:‘l|uh!|.' '!'|'|E|'|1'u,:|r.||.1¢x
who h:-w.-.' a.r.llpl.-:d | [u] |':|'|: v thig m:rr'l'l"u:rh
Allberta communiny.
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Book Motes

® Thoge Were the Days: and These are My People, by Nomman Uneau is a book of
recollections by the author’s about 1ife in the communities of Steinfeld, Rosenheim, and
Lister West. This 2068 page book can be purchased for 520 [eoan (he Mennonite Heritage
Centre.

® Chartitza Family Register. This CD comtuins scans of @00 pagres fownd i the oaly two
known surviving volumes of family registers for the Chortitza Mennonite Church in
Ukraine, 1888-1934. Also includes English translation of onginal records and indexes
fe the 740 people found in the registers, If can be purchased from the Mennonite
Heritage Centre for $48.00.

® GRANDMA Fodueme 4 i the new Mennonite genealogy database that is now available.
[t containg over 670,000 names in it. Incleded is an instruction book with the Brolhers
Foeeper program o run the database, I8 can be purchaszad from the Mennonite Heritage
Centre for =45.00L

® Lvnne Ward has produced a new Friesen genealogy entitled Duvid Heinrich Fricsen
& Family I720-2001. This book tollows the descendant of David Friesen who wis a
founding rmember of the villags of Sommerfeld, Manitoba, The lay out of this book is
inmovative and the format easy to read for those simply curious or those wanting m-depth
infommation. Boeoks can be purchased from the Mennonite Heritage Centre or from the
author Lynne Ward, 3 Fawn Place, Winnipeg, MB, B3R 2Y9, e-mail boggle2i@imis.ned.
# Hugo Pauls has compiled T family genealogies. The titles include: Dorvld Falk Family
F7R0-20002; Jakah Falk Family TRI2-2002;, Christol Mighuhr Pamily 16872002, Aron
Martens Foamily T756-2002, Pefer van den Reimer Family ART T704-2002, Gerhard
Enng Family 1787-2002; Franz Pawls Family ABT 17592002 Copres [or viewing are
available at the Centre for Mennonite Brethren Studies,

# Joanne Buhler Voth and Leland Willis Voth have published Fooigrintg Through Time!
From ghout 1736 Abratuem Bubler Genealogy, This 240 page hook folloars the Abraham
Buhler family, some of who settled in Mountain Lake, Minnesota.

# Jacob Schroeder has released Lomdicgpe of My Lite: Memoirs, (Yeman, B.C. self
published, 2002], pb., 631 pages. As a long time resident of the West Reserve area before
moving o B.C. the author deals with topics like the southern Manitoba cooperative
migvement and the Rhineland Agricubtural Advisory Commitiee, in bath of which he was
deeply involved. For [urther information contact the author al Desert Cove, C, F.- BLR,
T, R135 8th Ave., Yemon , B.CWIT 7783

# “Dhrectory of Meonooite Belated Church Hislorians and Cosrunittess™, published
annually in Mennonite Historical Bulletin, edited by John E. Sharp of the Mennonite
Archives in Goshen, See JTanuary, 2003, pp. 5, 14-16 for the Tatest edition, Itis in a sense
a successor to Directory of Mennonite Archives and Historical Librares edited by
Lawrence Klippenstein and Jirm Suderman, and published ina third edition by Mennaonite
Heritage Centre, Winnipeg,. in 1990 . For further into contact John Shap ot
archivesi@poshen.edy

® A nowsletter, Legacy Links, published by the Winkler Heritage Society, appearsd. in
its Tourth issue dated October 15, 2002, Among eiler things it anngunces the new status
of Winkler as the ninth city of Manitoba. The editor of the newsletter, Sally Harms, muy
b reached at harmssl liE@mb sympatico.ca or calling |-204-325-4698,

Mennonites in La Crete

Adapied from an article in the Edmonion Jowrnal, by Jim Forrell

Mennonites have lived in the Alberta’s Peace River country for much of the teentieth
century, Also, since the 19208 Mennonites froan many parts of Canada have moved to
Mexico and South America to escape worldliness and povernment restrictions. The sume
thing happened to Mennonites in the La Crete aren.  They moved (o Bolivia to seek a

secluded existence in the 1%is.

Mow, & generation liler, they ane moving
back to La Crete afier an extended drought
in Bolivia dried out their crops, La Crete
has soane of the hest farm land of the Peace
River arca. Even thourh il is 58N latitwede,
and has a short growing season, it has up to
19 hours of sunshine during the growing
season, S0 0l can grow bumper crops of
wheat, barley, legumes, and canola. MNearby
are ilso guick-growing forests of aspen and
spruce which feed local sawmills.

The Mennoanile homesteaders arvived in
the 19305 to a new frontier.  They had to
build and operate their own schools, exactly
what they wished. It allowed them to teach
their walues and language o the next
generation. That is what the Mennonres
had been allowed 1o do in Manitoba in the
runeteenth century bt this had subsequently
been partially withdeawn and thus the move
fo Soath America. With such freedom and
community solidarily, the Mennonites
thrived, Im  the 19%0s the Alberta
government  decresd  that  all  private
religions schools, like those established by
the Mennonites since the 1930s now had o
meet government standards. The maost
comservativie of these Mennonites, the O1d
Colony group, decided to leave instcad of
meeting these standards. 5o in the lae
19605 they moved to Bolivia, There they
cleared virgin forests snd produced com,
rice, amd sova, The Balivian government
was very happy tar this land development.

[hese  Mennonites  maintained  their
Canadian citizenship. In Bolivia they lived
simply, as they had in Alberta. They used
only tractors to tuke advaolage of s
technology 1o improve their agriculiural
production. In most Old Colony settlements
m Mexico and Bolivia, besides the many
prohibitions to their lifestvle. they also
restricled the education of their children fo
reading, writing, amd  arithmetic, with
German Bibles the main reading book.

The Mennonites who hive now relurned
to La Crere, haginning in the 1990s. facing
few prohibitions. They are adapting 1o theair
new environment, lcarning English, and
using infernal combustion-enging vehicles,
The sense of community and family,
though, have not been losi. They are
advancing cconomically, but are  also
passing on their sirong Christian valies m

Leoml. enop. 1)



