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Settlements bevond the
Mennonite West Reserve

by Elmer Hetnrichs

Beginning with Rosenon-Rosenhoff-
Riverside, a local history workshop by the
Manitoba Mennonite Historical Society mt
Lowe Farm looked st the start, the growth
and relationship of four Mennonite
communities west northwest of Maorris, north
of the Mennonite West Reserve

Historian Lori Scharfenberg told 60
people curious about the past about the
Scratching River sefilement of Kleine
Ciemeinde (KG) farmers, who were mostly
born on the Moloschna Colony. Led by
David Klassen, a business beader bom in
Prussia - who chose Manitoba a2 home.

Most were guite wealthy, though with the
KG model of helping all in their fellowship,
severd] poorer familizs came along as well,
The villages of Rosenholf {now Riverside)
und Rosenori were founded on the banks of
the Scraiching River slightly northwest of
Maoiris. Klassen chose this land due to its
proximity to Winnipeg, and the richness of
&nil

Thirv-one Russian Mennonite families,
roughly B0 peaple, moved here in 1874,
Resenont and Rosenhofl wene 50 named
because of the abundance of wild roses here
and these were also traditional village names
in Russia. Bat only 19 families stayed: nine
other families relocmed 10 Nebraska and
Knnsas, savs Scharfenberg,

Only two venrs earhier the first farmers
seitled in the Morrls area. The first
permanent doctor came in 1877, Dr. BLF.
M Tavish contributed all kis life to the own
and district including the Mennonite people,

The Mennonite villages grew alongside
the town purchasing supplics and helping it
graw

Ralph Groeming, {see photo on p.2) a
Maorris BM councillor, traced the story of
Lowe Farm {southwest of Rosenart) from the
eirly 8805 when three Englishmen, J
Lowe, Mr. Rose, and Mr. Hope obtained
large tracts of land, and set up farms known
a5 Lowe Farm, Rose Farm and Hope Farm.
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Frual tahle mcludes Adoll Fas, Irene & Abe Krogher, and sibers inberested i Ylemnondie Bisbery aliraded
Sanileha Meanoneir Historicsl Seciety local history werkskop ai Lowe Farm. I Moy, DisiE
‘ Fhots credin: Elmer Heinrichs

Mr. Lowe, listed in Canada®s 1910 book “Wha's Whao", and the founder of Lowe
Farm, anempled 10 set up & model farm, and to see how he could develop his farm very
misch like the Mennonites, whom he was familiar with from his term as secretary of
Agriculture, sayvs Groening.

“Lowe's farm strugpled with deainage for four vears, and then George Burfand
eszentially became the owner of all this land,” savs Groenmg, “and it was his Tarm
manager Wm. Stevenson, with an mventive mind and mechanical imclination, wha
brought modern farming (0 Lowe Farm.

The railway was built in 1891 and with other land scarce, men were willing o iry
farming the higher sections. 1.1, Wiens was hired 1o take over the Lowe Farm, and that
was the beginning of the Mennonite presence in Lowe Farm. Heppner, Groening, and
Wiens purchased hvs.

By 1898, says Groening, “Lowe Farm had 8 hotel, and it was known & a lown whene
you could have a dnink. There are also repons that there was somewhat of o red-light
districe.”

The first worship services in Lowe Farm were held in 1900 with Baptist and
Preshyterian ministers from Morris conducting services in the recently-buill school, By
this time Mennonites, who settled nearby, had sef up private schools, and Kronsweide
district held worship services.

(come om p 2)

Annual General Meeting of MMHS

2002 February 1, Saturday, 16.00 hr.

Klegfeld EM.C. Church, Kleefeld

Faollowed by banquet, music, and readings by Henry Fasi
Detmils 1o Falkoas s e ail
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Kane, The Bunch at Sperling {izont, from p,1)

The local history workshop at Lowe Farm explored the start-up, growth and relations
among four Mennonite communities west and northwest of Moeris, (sezp.l)

Kane historian Dora Hildebrand told absoat the carly days of this community just west
of Lowe Farm.

According 1o the story as pieced together for Kane®s history book and reunion in 20040
it all began when lohn Henry Kane, an American businessman and and broker from
Cikell, lllinois, began to purchase pewly-drained |and in the Kane area in 194046,

“The first grain storage facilities were built af the railroad siding by Kane in order to
transfer local production 1o market. Kane apparently anticipated a basiness opportunity
due to the increased demand for high-quality Manitoba wheat at the conclusion of World
War .

“Kane's long-term goal was to promote the sale of his farmland to American
immuigrant farmers, He built a model farm one mile north of St Jean, Man. in 1918 1o
provide these novice farmers with the opportunity (o practice the skills 1o farm heavy clay
soils im southern Man."”

Hildebrand savs most of the new settlers were from the United States and Ontario, and
all were “English”™. The Mennonites came mostly in the 19305 with names fike Toews,
Suderman, Blatz, Hyde, etc. Most immigrants came to farm, bt a few opened businesses
serving the farmers.

The Interior Elevator Company built the first elevator in Kane in 1918, and 50 was
& general store “important to all.” It wos a meeting place for all ages, the hot stove league
in the moming, the barber shop in the aftemoon and o drop-in centre for the younger
crowd st night.

A school opened m 1920 - G.G, Siemens and C.W, Wiche, later a well known
phivsician taught here - so did churches, and the Kane Mission Sisters formed a scwing
cirele, W.W.II came, some enlisted. others went as COs, and a community cenire
operated for 24 vears to 1998,

John Martens, who hails from “The Bunch”, reporied on the RussBnder Mennonites
who seitled north of Sperling in the mid-20s, Coming from Russia, this district with
names like Olfert, Martens, Quiring, Schmidt, and Falk was also termed as “Littke
Muoscow™,

Recent immigrants from various Mennonite colonics in Russiw, they came through the
help of the Mennonsie Board of Colonization and Immigration, and formed a new
community.

After they bought land at 545 an acre, plus additional amounts for buildings, livestock
and séed, the spring of 1927 saw much activity us houses and bams were buill, and crops
were planted. But i wasn't until a few years kater that they harvested their first Canadian

Ralph Greering making & poinl dering prevm i
whowt Lawe Furm, T Moy 302,
Photo eredid: Ebmer Heinrichs

crop.
Children were enralled in the re-opened
Lone Star School some miles away, but by
1939 the commumty had i own school,
Cannon School District No. 2297, named for

o government mineter, By 19536
consnlidmed with Lowe Farm.
Sentlers came from fwo  Mennonie

churches, GO and MEB, bul they made an
effort to worship together, al first in homes,
with services bed on on aliemating basis.
Peter Olfert’s store was a gathermg place for
music, wrestiing matches, sports and story
telling, added Muartens.
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Bus tour to Manitoba
Interlake Mennonites

e Elmer Heinrichy

Mennonites in Manitoba first settled on the
East snd then on the Wes Reserve in the
1870s. Later settlements developed in other
wreas imcheding the Maniteba Interlake |

Travelling north past Gimli, through
Riwverton, over 30 towr participants arrived at
Mennville EMC Church, the centre of & small
but thriving rural Mennonite community.

Here they were welcomed by Leonard
[Dueck, last of the pioneers still residing here.
He deseribed Mennville, which celebrated its
Sith anniversary lkasi year, a5 a farming
community, that is in grain, hogs, cattle, and
turkeys, with & few small related businesses.

Dueck told the visitors that farmers
penerally from  Blumenont and Morris-
Rosenort area moved to Riverton asea the
first ones about 1950- 1951 . But aiready in the
lste | 940% voung men came here to clewr land
for farming, and then 15 families moved i,

He explained that this place was chissen
becausa in the Late 19405 o forest fire had
gone through, and bumed off a lot of the trees.
And the and was Cheap

A briel pews item in the Christlicher
Familienfreund (Christian Family Friend) in
Aupust 1951 says wisitors “._found the
Creschwaster [fellow believers] busy af work.
Machines are going day and night. Where last
year everything was wild under shrub and
bush one now sees large grain felds,”

Some of the land is part pes and
susceptible to frost, but the farms are wery
goad for urkeys and cartle, Canola 1oo grows
very well here. Hydro and telephone service
arrived in the 19505, and water comes from

ariesian wells just 20 feet down, says Dueck,

Mennville Evangelical Mennonite Church
began services (in homes) about 1950, and
formally organized in 1954, The first building
was occupied in 1956, Peter P. Friesen is
considered the founding leader,

The congregation sponsors Mennville
Christian School, from kindergarien o Grade
11, and a five-unit sentor’s home, with space
aiso renied to teachers, Adffilised with the
EMC, the langunge of worship iz English,
changing from German in the 1970s,

Dueck says the church has a membership
of 135-150, with 50 stedents in ihe private
school, who have the optlon of continding
their education in the Riverion high school.
But as elsswhere, firners can’t :::,pn.nd thewr
holdings, and young people are leaving for the

(L]

Interlake tour participants is firond of the Morweena E5LC, Cherch, 38 Sepr. 2002,
Fhote credid; Elmer Helariche

iy,

Afiter coffee, the tour group walked sbout io see the small cemetery, the private school, and
the Appledale seniors home.

The Mennville church-planting was an artémp at colonisation, & popular work af one time
i EMC church history, The effort had owo main benefits: farmers could aoguire land and
Christians could witness in o mew community.

Afterenjoying a hearty delicious lunch, the tour group left for the Mennonite community
of Morweena, in the Arborg area, but stopped in st Comelius and Dora Friesen’s Integrity
Foxads - baking up to 80 loaves with one firing in an outdoor efficient wood-fired brick oven,

Morweena, a former lcelandic community, became a Mennoniie settbement inthe | Sis
when Evangelical Mennonite Church people settled here.

The first stop at Morweena was the five-owner Pro-Fab machine shop, in the business of
professional fabrication, of components. a subassemblics, or entire products.

Reynold Reimer and Jacob Dueck, two of the owners, say it all began in 1993 when the
IMF Chuirch pastor asked the five b carry on 2 emal| business while he was awsy for o time,
They began making shop brackets, made some money, and decided to stant Pro-Fab.

A new building was built in 1994, and as the costom fabrication business expanded. the
plant was doubled in size in 1999, and a powder coating line was added two years aygo,

Today the expanding company manufsctures components is small 2 hinges and complete
sssemblies that range from hesting products, sach as outdoor wood fumnaces, 1o agricultwral
mnd indusirial equipment, and employs 48 people.

Mext stop was the Diemo Machine Works, operated by the Jake 'Wiebe family, who
returmed to Canada and now operate a busimess making dies and mobds for the fikreglas and
plastic industry, with a large overseas market.

At the Interlake Mennonite Fellowship, Pastor Milton Loewen told the tour participants
that the fellowship now consists of 140 members, with 300 attending services,

Begun 35 yeurs age by three church groups, it consists largely of immigrants, back from
Paraguay, Costa Rica, Bolivia, Belize, and Mexico. Its unique appeal is toward people (many

working in area shops) of German orientation and a mare conservative view, sayvs Loewen,

Also toured was Vidir Manufacturing, which has grown from a farm repair shop, o
become a manufacturer of specialized equipment for large stores and warchouses, like Home
Depot. From design to engineering, the firm produces motorized carpet display racks, io
measure, cut and re-roll carpets; and variows other display racks and bins,

Willie Dueck, who hosted the group through Morweena’s industrial operations emploving
meany people, siated that farming is no longer the only major emphasis,

At Morweena Evangelical Mennonite Chureh, the group mel local people, heard about
their history, and enjoved a most autritioos and testeful Faspa of & variety of soups, and bread.
Tem Reimer, principal of Morweena Chiristian School, opersted by the church, outlined church
history, and a youth group presented music,

The Morweena EMC in Arborg aren began services and formally organized in 1960, The
first building was cccupied in 1961, Henry P. Friesen is considered the founding leader of the
EMC group, an outreach effort of the conference.

Church membership of 170-180, expands to 250-300 on Sunday momings,
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Martha Martens [Bustratiog somse duts oo Hikds Ghrsbrecht in ohe worksibop b the Winkier Seador
Cemire, ]9 Dpinber 2041, Phaata gredin: Vavia Daek

Genealogy Workshop

by Mevis Dhek

An enthusiastic group of family historians gathered at the Winkler Senior
Centre 19 October 2002, The workshop was sponsored by the Manitoba
Mennonite Historical Society and the Winkler Heritage Sociery, The quote Mavis
Dyvick shared in her opening remarks set the tone for the day, “People must know
the past, to understand the present, 10 face the future™ - McoClang, Martha
Martens of Winkler was introduced as the speaker for the moming session, She
presented o step by step process for researching the 1870 immigrants. A highlight
of the doy was having Martha's computer set-up on site to give genealogises

Winmers al e Heary E Plett Vemerial Award for Family histery research and writeing: Dustin
Braiim jom the lef) Aot place price winner, and Adam Erasn {on the righr). seoond place prize
winner dwarded in Juss 0. Bah winaer anesded WL MiBer Collegisce in Alioas 56 ik tme
ol ik contesl,

Phada credia: WO Miller [allcgrate

immedidileé ifswers Lo lhl:lr |r1|.;||.1ir|t\..

After o delicioas lunch, Bert Friesen of
Winnipeg was the speaker for the afternoon session
His detailed sequence of overheads guided us
through the research steps 1o research the 9205
immigrants, The sources suggested mcluded

immigration records, ship lists, schoaol lists, and
chisrch registers.

The displays of books, maps and scrapbooks
provided evervone with am interesting, variety of
information enjoyved by all in attendance

Froni rew {L-R) Heinrkeh Loewen ( Mexdco} with A be Peiers
{Winnipeglh Back row Ed Falk ( MMHS memberd and other
participants @l the Kaaadier symposiam.

Phara credit Comrad Sioese

Return of the Kanadier

This was the theme of the symposium held ai the
University of Winnipeg on 4-5 October 2002, Two
participants in the symposium from the Winkler
area were Abe Wiebe, a descendant of 1B70s
Mennonite immigrants, now commanly referred to
gs Kanadier, as well os Ed Falk, & similar
descendant. Wiebe 1= a descendant of C1d Cobsmy
ministers and 15 & Sommerfeld Church minister
who has spent |8 years serving his people in
Paraguay. Falk has relatives in Mexico who he had
kept i contact with {0 understand and know these
people better

Both agreed that the Low German language was

[I.'HII'II on Y ]

{L-R} Rl Janzen ((rizwa) amd Abe Harmsi Ayimer, Cotj el

Ehe Kanadier sompedom, Pleisto credin: Conrad SEness
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MMHS News & Notes

Notice of Motion for annual
general meeting

Propased changes fo MMHS By-Laws
(1992 Constitution)

Purposes

i, The purposes of the Corporation shall be
io foster an unilerstanding of and respect for
the history and beliefs of the Menmonile
people in the past and present, and o
challenge them 1o give new expression to
this herrtage in the future,

4. In particular the Corporation has the
following objectives: | The order of these has
been rearranged. |

4.1 fo promote research, analysis and
publication of essays, disseriations, books,
g, on various aspects of the Mennonine
experience;

4.2 o search out and encourage the
preservation  of  historical  sites  and
Mennomite cemeteries and to establish
markers, caims and other monuments to the
Mennonite events and personalities;

4.3 w organize public lectures and
provide resowrces for schools and other
O ganizations,

A4 1o encourtpe the expression of the
Mennonite experience in various areas such
as literature, drama, history, fine arts,
music, geography, sociology. religion, and
i foster imerdisciplinary discussions;

4% in co-operation with various
Mennonite archives and museurms to collect,
preserve and exhibit articles and documents
of hisorical value;

4.6 o foster inter-Mennenite unity and
understanding;

4.7 to interpret and promote the religious
convictions of the Anabaptist-Mennonite
people, past and present,

Board of Directors

T. Any person that is 8 member of good
standing of the Corporation shall be eligible
to be elected as o member of the board of
direciors. An atiempt shall be made 10 have
the board of directors inclode representation
from wvanous Mennonite groups aad

reglons of Manitob

%, Thirteen directors shall be elected to a two-vear term by the annual meeting of
the members of the Corporation. The Board may appoint s maximum of 3 additional
direciors o ensure thai each Standing Committee is represenied on the Board
through its chair {or vice-chair), for specific tasks, or o create broader
representation. Each director shall be elected to hold office for the length of his term or
until his successor shall be been duly elected and qualified.

11. The office of director shall be astomatically vacated

L1 if o director shall resign his office by delivering a writien resignation fo the
Secretury of the Corporation;

11.2 if he is found to be of unsound mind;

11.33f at a special general meeting of the members of the Corporation & resolution is
passed by two-thinds of the members present and eligible to vote a the meeting that he
be removed from office;

114 if a director, as defined in #9 above, ceases to be chair {or vice-chair) of a
Standing Committee;

1'1.5 om death.

A vacancy occurring in the term of any member of the board of directors may be filled
until the next annual meeting of the members of the Corporation by a majority vote of the
board of directors present at any meeting thereof. Such elections shall be effective only
until the next annual meeting of the members of the Corporation. Directors who have
completed sin yvears of service sre ineligible to serve as standing commitiee
representatives in the following year.

15, The Exccutive Committee shall consist of the officers of the Society. It shall manage
affairs of the Corporation between the meetings of the board of directors. Following the
annual re-organisation of the board, it shall appoint a Finance Committes consisting
of treasurer and 2 other members af the Society.

Committess

25. The following standing commitiess shall be struck and composed of members of the
Corporation:

15.1 Publication and Marketing

151 Membership and Publicity

153 Gemealogy and Family Studbes

254 Historke Sites and Monumenis

15,5 Local History

The board of directors may af ifs discretion modify ihe mandate of existing committees
and strike new ones as required. Al standing commitices and their terms of reference
shall be subject to review every five years.

26, Mew members of the standing committees shall be appointed by the board of
directors in 2-year terms at the Tirst mecting after each annual meeting. The Chalr (or
vice-chair) of cach comminee shall be appointed to the board (unless slready a board
member). Board members shall be invited to join 8 standing committes, Oiher
persons may be appointed 1o any standing committes by the Board from the members of

the Corporation,

27. The members of the standing committees may be re-appointed fwice for a total term
ofsix vears, after which they must be off the committee for ol least one vear before they
may be considered for appointment to the same standing committee

Submitied by Task Force 8 Ctober 2002
Approved by Board 10 October 2002
Reviewed by Executive Committes 26 November 2002
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Genealogy

Thiz - ahe o o @ saviil o arficler an P
‘Raresan Mennomir fomelier by Giean Peamer

The Early Mennonite
Letkemann Family

By Glenn Penner

The earliest ancestor of all
Mennonite Letkemanns i= probably Jacob
Letkemann, who lived in the willage of
Altendorf in the former West Prussia. This
village is now called Starza and is part of
present day Poland. The early fire insurance
regisier, also called the Bromdregister, of
1727 lists him as Jacob Liedickeman, who
owmed about 21 acres of land, ' Unfortunately
the published version of the Brandordenung
includes & tvpographical emor wherehy his
name appears as Lindickemomn,” As a resull
the Prussian Mennonite historian  Horst
Penner makes the incorrect statement that
the name was fow Germanizid over the nexl
4 decades 10 vield Letkemann.” This mistake
is surprising since Penner possesses a4 copy
of the original Brandordenung,*

The village of Alendor belonged (o the
jurisdiction of the Catholic parish ot
Thiegenhagen. Burial records for this
church are available and coniain many
references 1o Mennonites,” These records
include the bumal of lecob Lidkemon in
April of 1738 and that of a child of Jacob
Litkeman im 1721, This 15 very likely the
Jacob Liedtkeman of Allendorf. 1t should be
emphasized a1 this point that there is no
indlication that he was a Mennonite. The
burial register kater reconds the death of a
child of Jacob Letkemar, a Mennownite from
Altendorl (Feb. %, 1756). The death of
Mennanite Jacob Lerkiewman, aged about 30,
of Altendorf is recorded on Sepa. 21, 1757,
I would speculate that he was the son of
Jacob (d. 1738), also of Altendord.

The Mennonites of Allendorfbelonged 1o
the Flemish Mennonite congregation o
Tiegenhagen, and the Letkemanns can be
found in the records of this church.” In
addition, the | 776 census of Mennonites in
Prussia includes two Letkemann families.”
The first s that of Jacob Ledtemann, a
farmer and landowner, who was living with

his wife, one son and one daughter, The other was Peter Letbemann, 3 laborer and renter,
who was living with his wife and one son. Both of these Mennonite Letkemann familics
lived in Altendorf, These families can be found in the Tiegenhagen Mennonite church
records. Rather than go through all of the Letkemann entries in these records, one at a

time, | have summanzed the information i the tnbles below.

| would like to thank Alf Redekop (Winnipeg, MB) and Henry Schapansky (Mew

Wiestminster, BC) for additions and cosrections (o my original version.
Generations | and 2:
Jacob Letkemann
b. before 1685, probably in Prussia
d Apr.T, 1738, Alendorf, Prussis
Children

Jacob
b. abaut 1707

child

h.

d. 1721
Commients: Jacob Letkemann fived in Altendorf in 1727.
Generations 2 and 3:
Jacob Letkemann

b. about 1707
d. Sep. 21, 1757, Alendorf, Pressia

Children
Jucoh
b, abgait 1718
d. Jan. 26, 1RO7
Peter
b, about 1756
d. Sep. 12, 1796
child
b,
d. Feh, 9, 1756

Comments: Song Jacob and Peter were possibly from different mothers.

Generations 3 and 4:

Jacob Letkemann
b. about 1738

Altendorf, Prussia
1™ m.
d_Jan. 30, 1807, Alendorf, Prussia

feamt. a6 pol)
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Letkemann {comt. fram 6 )
Generations 4 and 5
[rame unknown] b, before 1752
d. 1773-80, Altendort, Prussia Peter Letkemann b. betore 1781
i, d,
Children b.
d
Agatha b, about 1772-3  m. Heinrich Letkemann _
bapt. 17492 Children:
Peter? b, before 17TH1 m. 797 Jacob b June, 24, [E0]
2'm. Jan. 23, 1741 Peter b Ot 29, 18035
Helena Friesen |,
d. 17E2-85. Altendarf Klaas b, Mov, 4, 1804
d. Apr. 4, LB
Children
Abraham b Apr. 4, 1811
Klaas b, abhowt 1781 m, Anna Hein
bapt. 1800 Comments: Very little is known about this

3 m. Feb. 23, 1786

Maria Dok b, aboa 1762
d. about 1817
Children
Jacoh b Tiec |1, 1788 m, Helena Pauls

Comments: 300 Klass was named after his maternal grandfather Klass Friesen.

Peter Letkemann
m. 1773-73

b, abowt 1758, Allendorf, Prussia
d. Bep. 12, 179%, Ticgenhagen, Prussia

Sara Croosen b, abouwt 1748
4 Maw, 30, 1814, Tiepenhogen, Prussia

Children
Heinrich b, abowt 1778
m. Agatha Letkemann
bupt. 1796

Peter b, ahowt 17797840 4. Dec. 2, 1804
bupt. 1799

Jacob b Aug 4, 1792 m. Christing Goldschmide
Amnniy
Maria

Coanments: Sara was likely ihe davghiter of Heinrich Goosen of Altendorf, Son Heinrich
was probably named after him.

Widow Letkemann, and her children were signed up to emigrate to Fussia in
1803 {Feb. 2), but this did not ocour.® This was probebly duee 10 the sdvanced state of
pregnancy of her danghter-in-law, who gave birth on Apr.30, 1803, and the possible ill
health of her unmarried son Peter. who died the [ollowing vear,

Peter Ledkernann. His birth occurred before
the Ticgenhagen birth register was started,
It wppears as il he marred into another
Mennonite congregation, and was probably
bapiized into thal church prior (o his
marriage. This was not unusual. At the tme
of the birth of his son Jacob he was living in
Tiggenhagen. His other children were bom
in Petershagen. e 5 ool Peter Letkemann
(s, 18047, who had no family m 1803 Mor
cun he be Peler Letkemann (1756 — 96). 1
can only conclude that he was the son of
Jacob Letkemann (1738 — 1807,

Klaas Lethemann b, aboul T8I,
Altendorf, Prussia

m. Feb. 23, 1808 d. Jan. 7, 1830,
Altendarf, Prassia

Anna Hein b.
d.

Children:

Elaas
b, Mow. 28, 1808 d. before 1811

Klaas b. Mov. 25, 1811 d. Oct.
25, 1894 in Aleodorf

bapt. 1830

2*m. Arneta Andres

Anna b May 31, 1815

Apathe b Avp, 28, 1B19 m, Jacoh
Thizlmann

(zont, on p B

=
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Letkemann Conmt, Trom g7} d. wfler 1836, Chertitza Colony,
Russia
Jacobh b Feh. 4, 1823

Martin b, Diec, 27, 1823

Comiments: Anna Heinowas the widow of Johann Bruhn of AlendosT,

Jacob Letkernann h. Dec. 1L, 1788, Altendorf, Prussia
i, il Bussia

Helena Pauls b. about 1774
d. Dec. 12, 1851, Mieder Chosetitz, Chortitza Colany, Russia

Children:

Gerhard b. about 180910 m. Anne Losppky

Jacob b about 1811-12 4. 1827 in Mewkirch, Molatschna Colony
Apatha b June 21, 1813

Maria b. alsour 1316

Comments: This family lived in Laakendorf, Prossia in (811, They moved two
Miederchortitz, Chortitea Colony in 18185 They later moved to Weukirch in the
Molotschna Colony, but returned to Miederchortitz in 1836, Two of the sons of Gerhard,
Jacob (b, Aug. 22, 1836) and Heinrich {b. Scp. &, 1845y moved to Manitoba in 18375 and
|E76, respectively. ™ There is strong evidence that the first wife of Jacob Letkemann, and
possibly mother of the children listed above, was not Helena Pauls, but another Helena,
bom about 1788 and died sometime bervoeen 1311 and 1817,

Heinrich Letkemann b about 1778
d. Feb. 24, 1835

m. Apr. 7, 174

Agatha Letkemann b, aboul 1772-73

d. Feb. 9, 1814, Petershagen, Prussia
Children:

Jacob  b.about 1800-02 4. 1813 Schiinses, Maolotschna Colony

Heinrich b. Apr, 30, 1803
Peter b, Oct, 27, 1806 ., Helena Krop
Abraham b, Mar. 13, 1810
Agatha b, Mar, 2, 1512
K laas

b, Feh. &, 1816 d. 18197

2% m. Oct. 6, TE]1G

Elisabeth Thigssen by Jan. 13, 1792, Prussia

Children:

Franz b Jul. 17, 1817 m
Agatha Kasdorf

Johann b Mo, 11, 1818 4. Jul.

o, 1858

Klaas b Do, 19, 1B 19 o Wow,
k9, 1872

Julius b. Sep. B 1821 m Anma
Mendorf

Elzubeth b, Dhec, 15, 1823 4, Jan.
6, 1853

Anmd b, Feh, 6, 1825 m
Abram Fedekop!

Aganetha b. Mar. Z, THZT m
Dravid Peters

CGrerhard b. Apr. 18, 1829 m. Sara
Mariens

Dravid b. Sep. 20, 1831 m. Sara
Kasdorf

Jacal T, Jan. 2%, 1834 m

Susanma Mendorf

Comments:  This  family  lved o
Petershagen, Prossia from 1799 m 1818
Elisabeth Thicssen was the daughter of
Jucob (b, 17607 and Aganetha (b, 1764)
Thicssen, who moved from Petershagen,
Prussia o Einlage, Chorfitza Caolony in
I818F The Hemnrich Letkemann family
may have also moved to the Chortitza
Colony in 1#18." It is known that they
sefiled in Schinsee, Molotschna Colony and
later retuned to live in Insel Chortige,"™"
PFerer Letkeman (b, may 22, 1835], the son
of Peter Letkemanm and Telena Korop moved
to Manitoba in 1876.7

Jacab Letkemann
Tiegenhagen, Prussia
d.
., Christing Goldschmidt b, about
L7900 d.

b, Aug 4, 1792,

{zoed. on pd)

B
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l.etkemann {conl. frum p.A)
Children:

Catharina b abowar [R14/15

Jacoh

b abouwt 1815 d, 1820

Peter b about 1817

Heinrich h. abwut 1820

Jaeok hb. about 1823

Maria b, Aug 28, 1B28  m. Com. lewlald 2m, Joh, Babn

Comments: According o BH. Uinruh this farmily moved Trom Diegenbof, Prossia to the
Molotschina Colony in B 1R The Fammily s listed i Halbstact in the 1835 census, - This census
lists Jacob's wife as Katharina, The census also inchedes o Peter Peter Letkemann (b, aboan
BT 1wl is listed as a nephew of Jacob Letkernann. Thes does not jibe since Peter the brodher
to Jacob died in 1804, This nephew 15 not listed i the immugrstion record of 1414,
According o the Tiegenbigen (Prussin) Mennonite church records Jugob Letkeman, Peter
Letkemans surviving som was expel led from the congregation for marmving a Cathelic woman,
This happened an Jan, M, 1813 {the marmage probobly happened betore that), The Catholic
woman was probahly Chosting Goldschmide, At some point they must hove rejeined the
Medennonite clmch,

A briefnote about the Letkemannz of Alendor!, The follwing zensrations of Letkemanns lived
i the village of Altendort, West Prossia;

Iacob (16, ~ 1738)

lacob (1707 - 17537

Jacob (1737 - 1807

Klams (1781 — 1830

Klaps (1811 — 1894)

o )=

The documentation | have seen indicates that the Letkemanns lived in Altendort from before
1727 unfil at least the death of Klaas (aged 83) in 1894, a minimum of 147 vears!

There is one Letkemann mystery that [ have not been able to solve. In 1852 the family of Jacob
Fedekop (age 521 moved from Schoencberg to the Tedenplan Colony. Included in his family is
o foster zon nemed Johann Letkemann (age 1437 [ have not been able to connect him to the
familizs listed above,

Dwouald like o thank Alt Bedekop (Winnipeg, MEB) and Henry Schapansky {Mew Westminsier,
B ) for several imporiant correstions and additions.

Focsmuales:

I. Glenn Penner, Phe Complefe Brandregister af 1727

hitpfwww. mmbs.org/prussiabrand.btm
2. Horst Penner, 4 nsiediunr mesmoniiisher Mederidnder i Weichselmundsgebiel von der milte
der 6 Jahriiwnders biz zuen Beginmeng der preissincher Zeit. Weicrhof, 19635,
1. Horst Penner, D ost- und wesipeegivsoken Mernoner 10748,
4. Om May, T 1950 Horst Penner sent me a photocopy of his complete copy of the original
Brandregister.
=, Catholic Church Records of Ticgenhacen: burial records [721- 1737) LDE & 462757,
. Mennonite Church Records of Tiegenhagen (1 782-1944), Microdilms =73 amd 28% in the
hennonite Heritage Centre Archives, Winnipes Manitoba,
7. 1776 census. Found as an appendix to reference 3.
& Benjarmin H. Uneuh, D adederldingiseh-miederdeinschen Hinergrinde der Mennoniiisches
Cwandernng im J8 13 wad T8 Suhrhaaders. Karlsouhe, 19335,

4. adalbert Goertz, Menaonifes i the Elbing
Territorp: Conspon o A1)

htip:fwew, mmbsorg/ prossiaelbing 2. him
18k, Erglish Tronsiaion of the Russiom 12835
LCensuy aff the Moloescina Fillazes. Manitoba
Mennonite Historical Sociery, 1993,

1. Heney Schagansky, The Rardy Lettemans,
Monnonite Historian, Vol XY, no, 4 [Dec.
1989 o 2.

12, Jobn Dk and William Harms, 850
Fillage Censws of the Mernanite Best Reserve,
Mpnitobn  Mennonite  Historical  Society,
Baosenort, 1998,

13, Cuiessa Remion State Archives. Fond &,
Inventory 3 {1832 — 1836). File 15751,

Miote: AP was informed that Horst Penner has
recently died {2002,
Kanadier {zanl. fram pobl
key to kecping this Kanadier culiure alive. The
prosentations, they agreed, reinforced this
understanding of langoage. Mot all though
seeimed to understand the Kanadier and in one
presentation, they felt the prosentation was
demeaning o these poople.

Tliere are a nomber of efforts to assist these
people. Yarious poecmment agencics assist in
literacy programimes. bOC is there to help
people o leam o oadapt o their new
anviroament, Many of these Kanadier did nnt
logse their Canadian citizenship but some need
Assislonce o reclaim® il

In Canada, cne of the difficelt adjustments is
the nom-existence of colony life. These
Foanadier cone from a life in which chusch and
colony were one; their lives were cederly and
ronctine as set and governed by leadership and
tradition. That woid in Canada brings ension.
This fzct must be taken into account by all who
et 1o assist them.

Raoth Falk and Wiche stressed that they do
niot e research projects helpful tor the long-
teem futurs ofthese people. They need practical
asiigrance in coming to terms with their new
civironment.  For Wicbe, especially, this
gvmpasiom did nog present many new facts. He
has lived and worked with thezse people for
many vears, both in Paraguay and Canada, e
agreed that the bigmest chanps for these peopls
is the void of not living in a colony, e
peknowledged that this is also changing For
some in Mexico and elsewhere.

For those Tor wheosn many of these fcts wers
new, Wiehe thowght that the Kanacher story and
stivation in Canada was well porirayed, with a
few exceptions, 1 was an evend that will make
many aware thal in our rmidst in Canada we
nead L know more about our co-religsomiats in
order that they can make a valid contribution.

ey
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Johann W Dueck and the West Reserve

by Lawrence Klippenstein

This cotumn will provide the final item i a senes of three dealing with references to
the West Reserve in the book Prairke Plonecrs: The Writings of John W Dueck. The
garlicr two items dealt with Gretna, notably the MCI, and this one has its focus on the
nearty town of Aloma, and its school, the MEL

A wvery carfy reference 1o Allona appears in Dueck's deary entries for 1898 where he
mentioned that his brother, Peter, who would later move 1o Spokane, 'Washington, with
his family, was then feaching in the village of Neuanlage, near Gretnn, where Johann had
tnatght seven years carlicr. Altona was then o new townsite just three vears old

A iragic incident was reporied for 1914 in the death by heart stinck of one Abrm
Loeppky who died on the day of his marriage to Anna Bergman "apparently following a
dance” (p.93].

The Russian Mennonite emigration beginming in 1923 drew the inferest of Dueck from
the first references in the papers that this would be mking place. He atiended several
mieetings in Altona, helping 10 discuss plans fo receive immigrmnts. On 10 April, the
H.R. Reimers from Prairie Ross{lnter Londmark ) came to Duseck’s home to join in a group
frip to Altona to attend a meeting there on 11 Apnl (or the 12th) A minister, Jacob R
Dweck, from the East Reserve() was also n the group.

People gathered at the Altona Bergthaler church where one Rev. PP Epp led the
proceedings with singing and praver. Among the speakers were a delegate from Russia
{unnamed), A.R.{L?) Fricsen from Gretna and H.H. Ewert, also from Gretna. Listeners
were informed that the Russian Mennoniies already had permission o emigrate, and thi
the CPR would send a ship directly to Berdiansk on the Black Sea for loading. The
immigrants would be brought out for the cost of 100,00 per person, including meals,
Churches were told that they would be responsibie for making payments if the immigrans
could not do it themeelves.

Ewernt suggested that local Manitoba Mennonites mortzage their land to buy land from
the Reinldnder Mennonites who were selling property before moving to Mexico . His idea
was rejected, but the people gathered agreed to help, and would shortly gather money so
that the poor people coming coukd be clothed {pp. 191-192%

Both Dueck and Reimer were invited 1o the home of John Siemens (lagter of the coop
movemeni?), and then, in the aftermoon attended & “Proofing:™ { 8 kind of ol exam for
the students put on as a performance for guests, especially parenis) in ARona (the date
entries are a bit confused, One entry places this event on April 13, another a day earlier)
{see p.I64) . An extensive programme had been prepared for the aftermoon and the
evening. It included numerous songs by the MEI student body. poems {including one very
well recited by a 15 year obd student, David Schellenberg . “just about the best one of them
all™), readings, presentations such as ane on Constantine by J. Suderman, presentation of
a lesson on the sentence and its parts by Peter [ Reimer (a teacher at the MEI at the
timie), a5 well as short speeches by several people including Johann himselL

Evening presentatibons inclisded more songs, poems, and presentations | iogether with
speeches by Altester Jacob Hoeppner, of Winkler, A E. Eidse, H R, Reimer (both from the
K leine Gememde, it would seem), Jacob T. Wiebe, Martin Klassen, and others

A discussion on teacher traiming followed the next day, On this o, wrode Dueck,
not all were agreed. He explained, " 'We are agaims instrumental music and the doctrine
on the millennivm, although most of those present advocate this® (p,. 193-194), Some
questions, he sdded, rematned unmesolved,

Finally, Dueck included notes on the school life of his son, Peter, bom in 1903, who
wanded to become a teacher also, and had been making plans to attend the ME] in Ahona.
He began 1o do so in the fall of 1923, but would come home for the wedding of his
brogher, Jacob, on Movember 4. Peter's friend, H.R_A. Dueck, from his home community
of Rosenon Fosenhol was with him at school,

Peter came home for & visit in March the following year (1924), having enjoyed his
Girade Nine studics so far but reporting that several teachers, Peter D, Reimer and Mr, G.

Schroeder had temporanly left the school,
the former due to iliness, and the lamer, 1o
pursue other personal interests (mission
work in Western Canada). One Peter H
Meufeld had decided 1o ke up work m the
USA. There were also rimours of lnancial
difficulties ai the school

Entries for the spring of 1924 meluded

noles on & teachers’ conference held al the
MEI on Mav 31, Peter was miending 1o
continue his education. A number of lopics
such s “Educanon for Obedience”,
“Pedagogical Travelling  Library™, “An
Instruction Demonstration™ by Anna Peters,
and “A Demonstration in the Teaching of
Bible Stories™ by a recent immigram
teacher, Peter A. Rempel, were on the
program,
An “old and foithful friend”, J, Siemens,
again hosted Dueck, ond a fellow feacher
from the East Reserve, G H. Komelson who
had come with Dueck 1o the conference.

By 1927 Peter had begun to teach, bt
his further traéning af the ME] i5 not
discussed. Inany case the school had burmed
down in 1926 and was not rebaill.

Johonn W Dusck passed sway on | June
1932, with his funeral held an 3 June, His
six sons were pallbearers af the serviee
Those mouming his passing inchsded his
wife, Maoria, the sons, five daughiers, a
brother Peter with his family in Spokane,
Washington, four sisters {im Manpoba) and
many friends.

His written nofes provide o most
significant record  of his work  and
involvements in which the segments shared
here form only a small fragmentary portion,
We thank the transkators and publishers for
muking this material avaitable to the public.

{L-Hj Jolann, Peier Dueck.
Phois  erediiz Prairie  Ploaser,
[E2 S
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MMHS Board Meeting Summary

The MMHS bowrd met on 10 Ogct. 2002 at the Ahona EMMC Church. Much of the
mieeting was-spent dealing with the Report of the Ad Hoc Task Foree to Review Standing
Commitiee Structure of the MMHS. The repont reiterated broad principbes underying the
proposed revisions and definttions, as well as terms of reference for the MMHS standing
commitess. I included an atachment outliming background and job descriptions for cach
standing commities, as well i an abachment proposing changes to MMHS by-laws. The
basic thrust of the report was that 4 de-centralized society structure be redained with the
executive providing overall direction and co-ordination,

Al the meeting a nominating commities wos also appoimted, comamities reports were
presented, plans regarding the annual mesting on 1 Feb, 2003 ot the Kleefeld EMC
church were shared and a draft of the 00 Caim Feasibility Report was circulated.

The next board meeting is scheduled for 25 Feb. 2003 at the Mennonite Heritage
Centre in Winnipeg.

Correction from the previous issue of Heritage Posting, No 38, September 2002, p 8

The suthor was incorrectly identified. 11 should hive been Jim Wiebe. In the second
paragraph, the second sibling should have been Alvina. Finally, the photo credit should
also have been for Jim Whebe,

Heritage Day celebrated at Fort Dufferin near Emerson
by Elmer Hefnvichs

The unveiling of 4 plaque by Parks Canada, and a ribbon-cutting to officially open Post
Road Heritage Group®s new Points West Trail were two special and exciting events
eelebrated of the Group®s | 1th annual Heritage Days, & Sept 2002,

in a lorge tent set up for the dayv, hertage celebrations began at Forl Duffenn
{ Emerson ) with an | 100 ecumenical church service, followed by a picnic lunch,

In the firsi of two afternoon events o plague was unveiled at the Forl 1o celebrate the
national historic significance of the North American Boundary Commisssion of 1872-
1876

Speaking at a public ceremony o the Forl mear Emerson, Willinm Meville, Maniioba
representofive to the Historic Sites and Monuments Board of Canada, said the survey of
Western Canada was one of the most interesting and the first in which Canadians took
part.

Part of the plaque’s imscription reads as follows: “For the first time, the young
Dominion had an opportunity to influence the establishment of its borders and thereby
nasert its soversignty over the West. ™.,

“The newly delineated boundary paved the way for settlement and resource
development in the Canadian West.™

The second event ot the fort happened at the start of the Points 'West Trudl, sdentified
by & sign prepared and erected by the Post Road group, Here Irene Milne, an instigator
of the historical associisen, cuf a ribbon (held by members, Les Forrester and lan Milne)
b open the new irail,

An informative brochure guides visitors along the (L5 km. trail, an interpretative
walkway through the grounds of Fort Dufferin. At “stops” along the way, historic
photographs and drawings asgment recorded detail on prepared signage 1o depict the
history of the site.

Fueells the story of how Fort Dufferin was used as a staging aren by three groups who
changed the Canadian West, first in 1872 by the Boundary Commission, then by the
Morth West Mounted Police, and as an immigrant centre,

H. Ritz Elevator
by Efmer Heinrichs

The photo in Seplember's Herifage
Posifng of a Giretna elevaior, was the H. Risz
Elevaior baili in 1917, Last of the old grain
elevators - il was demolished last summser -
which al one poini made Gretna the third
largest wheat market in the province with
over LM bushels of wheat shipped
annually by 1889,

Giretna resident AIM Loewen, who at one
time owned and operated the clevator, says
it was built @ 1917 afier the Farmer's
Elevator across the railway tracks, formed
by farmers banding together co-operatively,
failed. “The elevator was dismantled and
rebuilt as the H. Ritz Elevator,”

The familiar rectangular, pitched-roofl
country elevitors appeared from 1881 when
the first one wits built by the Ogilvie Milling
Co. in Gretna, Man, just before the CFR
branch line from Rosenfeld reached Grema,
even before the town of Altona was begun.

By |BBY six elevators were buying grain
at Gretna, reported the Winnipeg Grain and
Produce Exchange.

The timber elevators, perhaps the mosi
distinctive architectural symbol of the
Prairies, spread with the Canadian Pacific
Ruibway across the Canadian West in the
13805

In the last decade of the 20th century, a
revolution of sorts began and continues
toduy, The wooden grain elevators, typical
Inndmarks in many Prairie communities, are
being replaced by fewer larger slip-formed
cylindrical concrete and more  cfficient
country elevalors.

Emerson Muvor Wayne Arseny with olber Signicaries
and arwiyv-wpyriled Bovsdary Comminios plague.
Phiodo evédil: Elaser Helarie s
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Book Notes
hy Lenwrence Klippensiein

® New Somara) A Mensonife Seitlement Foar of the Falga (Edmonton: Jackpine House,
2002y, pb., 196 pp., 15 a recent Enplish translation of anooriginal German edition
puhlished as Meu Samara am Tock by Jacoh H Brocks and Henry P, Hooge in 1964, The
irunslation was done by John Lsaak, with editing and an epilocue describing a visit to the
area several years ago, by Tena Wiebe, A glossary, hibliography, amd several maps, as
well as 23 contemporary photos enhance the original volume. [t may be ordered from the
editor via email af twiebefToanet.com for 21.95 plus shipping and G5T.

® Lawrence Klippenstein and Jake Dick are the authors of Mennonife Afferrarive Service
i Rugsia; The Stoev of Abvam Dueck god Hiy Colleagues (957 - 1917 (Kilchensr:
Pandors Press, 2002, pb.. 170 pp., 20000, It includes a large number of photos related i
service in the Russian medical corps of W% 1 An exlenszive infroduction sketches e
fuller story of Mennonites serving in the forestry camps [Forsieil and other arcas of
alternative work as a peace witness in Ttussia up ie 1917, Pandora Press may be contactad
af pressiipandorapress. com

& Oin 26 May 2002 descendants of Tewish families whe onoe lved in W inkler, Monioba,
commemorated the contribution of these people to the social and business life of that
conmunily, The book Homonring the Ploneesr Seitlers of Wiskfer [Winnipeg: published
by descendants, 20020, pb., 106 pp., was unveiled on that occasion, It had bean prepared
T Arfa Mitikman Steauss, Marlin Buchwald, and Harold Buchwald. Further informuation,
and the book ittself. may be obtained from Arla Strauss at email address arlag@smranss.ca
® Another commemoration ot pioneer contributions, in this case Mennonite families, was
held on 28 July 2002 |, in the village of Chortite southwaest of Winkler, It included the
dedication of a cairm rermembering people buried in the onpinal cemetery of the
community, A hook entitled Chorties Memorizs T575 - 2002 (Winkler: Chortitz Cemetery
Cairn Committee, 2002), pb., 40 pp. was released at this celebration. e includes a short
history of the community and he names of known burtals af the cemsiery. The edilor was
Muvis Dyvek of Morden, MB. The book may be ordered from her by phoming 1-20:-822-
3304 or by emailing klippensteinli@acl.com The book costs 1500 plus shipping and
hondling.

® An upcoming publication: Herirage Posting is pleased to announce the upcoming
publication of a new book by Dr. Abraham Friezen ofthe University of Califomia at Santa
Barbara, CA, UUSA, It will be titled fo Defense of Privilepe: World War 1 the Russion
Memnonites and Pefer Sraun’s 'K fakie Mennonity VW0 are the Mennnaiies?) Dy,
Friesen recently delivered a series of lectures al Canadian Mennonite University in
Winnipee. and at Mennonite Heritage Village in Steinhach, drawing materials from the
manuseript for this publication. For Turther ioformation contact Dr. Friesen ol
frissenizahistory. ucsb.adu
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# Just off the press! Author Ron Friesen of

Beauscjour, Manitoba, unveiled his new
hook, Greegfeld Clhronicles (Beausgjour:
privacely published, 20020 at a book launch
held at CML held on Friday, Movembsar 22,
Itis a collection of ancedotes and inceresting
other  historical  data focused  on fhe
CGiruenteld ( Klseteld ) community, especial by
the school story, for the period of 1920 -
1950, The hardcover volume ot 335 pp.sells
for 20000 . Order [rom the author w Box
1186, Beausejour, MB ROE QCO, Ron iz
wlzo the author of Jobn E. and Maria
Friesen, Klecteld: Pilgrims of a Mennomnite
radition {Beausajour, 1950,

& Jacob's Joumcy, Frowm Zagradowks
towerrd Zion, The Awiebiograehy of LW
Flassen.  In his bhook 1M, Klassen
documents his rrowing up veuars in Bussi,
his education, family lite, and professional
life a5 a teacher, administrutor, und church
worker,  Klassen was the first executive
secretary of MOC Canada. This lares, 450
page, soft cover hook is selt published.

® Wheever Jt Takes, by Dorothy Sieberl

This iz a dramatic book recoants the story of’

Albert und Anma Enns who  served as
mizgionarics in Paraguay. The book is 233
pages and self-published.

& [ awm Wi wou Alwas fo the End af the
Aga, The Life of Balizvers and tae Churches
af the Evamgrelicad Christion-Bouoiisty and
Menrordtes  of  Kovagando  and  the
Korapanda Repion, ediled by Viclor Fasl,
This Russian language book is the first in a
plonned seres. 1 deals with the Stalin
vears of sutfering and repression
{1931-1948] i the Sovied Ulnom, This 192
page, hardeover book 15 packed with
illustrations.
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