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400 ATTEND LOEWEN
REUNION IN GRETNA

by Larry Kehler

Four-hundred descendants of Hemrich
and Sara (Toews) Loewen, who were born in
the [BX0s and who grew up and were
married in Molotschna Colony in South
Russia, gathered st the Mennonite
Collegiate Institwe (MCI) in Gretno July
12-14 to celebrate their kinship. The
participants came from across Conada
{every province from Quebec to British
Columbis was representad), from five states
in the USA (Indiana, New Jersey, North
Dakota , Texas and Virginia), and from
Mexico.

Activities at the reunion included bus
fours of the area whers the Loewen family
settled in 1879, a midnight viewing of the
homestead in Silberfeld, wagon ndes nnd
walking tours of Gretna, a golf tourmament,
i service to dedicate a memorial erected on
the homestead site, viewing the massive
genealogy charts, artifacts and picture
displiys in the MCI gymnasium, and of
course, much visiting. Special activities
were available for the nearly 80 children
under the age of twelve who came to the
evenl,

There were two larger get-togethers in
the MCI chapel. One was a Saturday
evening program af which stories were told
zbout the five children of Heinrich and Sara
who grew to adulthood and about their
families. The sécond larger gathering was a
Sunday moming worship service. Garry
Loewen, the Executive Director of the North
End Community Renewal Corporation in
Winnipeg, presented the sermon. It was
entitled, “Longing for Home."

The reunion concluded Sunday aftemoon
with the dedication of a memorial 1o
Hesnrich and Sara Loewen at the homestead
site in Silberfeld, which is approximately 3
miles northeast of Gretna, and a traditional
Sunday afternoon meal (frspa) at the MCI.

The local hosts for the Reunion were
Benno and Mary Loewen from Silberfeld,
who were members of the Reunion

Committee. They
and their family
received many
sccolades for their
superb hosting.
Descendant
listings of cach of
the five branches of
the Heinrich and
Sara Loewen family
have been prepared
by Ralph Thorpe of
Nepean, Ontario,
who is 8 member of
the Loewen
Reunion Commitiee
and who s an
accomplished
genealogist. Copics
of these listings are
available o any
inferested  persons
at @ cost of between
57 and 517,
depending on the
size of the listing.

Sars nnd Heinrieh Loswen family, co. JRSH-E9, sac earfiest Luown photosgraphsa
from Ressian in i era. Children: (L-R) buch-Katharing, Aoss, Helnrich snd
Jen Loewen ol froas-Maris, Jakob.  Phoio eredit: Elsser Heinricha from the Loswen Tumily.

Winnipeg scanned
numerous photos onio
a CD-ROM which
were brought o the
reunion by a beoad
range of participants.
Most of the photos date
back to the first half of
the 20th cenfury,
Copies of this CI) are
available at a8 cost of
510 each,

A video of the
reunion, shot by
Marvin Loswen of
Winkler, will be
available in both DVD
and VHS format in late |
autumn or early ]

winier. Cost 15, At e Lofwen bemewtesd in Silbecfeld, §3 July 7802, Abe sod Marguret
Persons Wi.ihil'ti Lorwen, the lesl Logwen residents on the Loewen homestend.
o place an order for a . e

descendant listing, the CD-ROM or the video may contact Larry Kehler, the secrétary of

the Reunion Commitice. His address and phone number are; 440 Best Street, Winnipeg,
MB R3K 1P3 ; (204)-888-B192; and his emall address is <jessicandlarry@aol.com=
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Yarrow Research Committee News Release

The publication of local histories with new information is always cause for celebration,
The ¥arrow Research Committes is pleased to announce the forthooming publication of tao
volumes under the shared subtitle Y arrow, British Columbia: Mennonite Promise that explore
a historic Fraser Valley community in a way not done before,

Early in 1928, a fragmented group of war-rievaged Buropean mmigrants began arriving
in Yarrow, BC to build a new home for themselves and their families. Now, almost
seventy-five vears later, anumber of fortmer Yarrow rezidents and associates have writtan ta
books that explore both the pre-Mennonite history of Y arrow and, after 1928, the Gscinating
and at times painful story of the founding and development of this immigrant settlement. The
initiative for starting this study came from anthropologisc De, 1A Loewen, who in 1998-99
invited a number of scholars to join in a project of research and writing, Perhaps like Pacific
salmon that spend vears crossing 1o an open ocsin but eveniually fel compelied (o retum o
their spawning chanmels, these former Y armow residents found such an invitation irresistible.

After several yvears of work, the Yarrow Research Committes (Y F.C) can report that a
distinguished publisher, Heritage House of Victoria, BC, has agread (o publish our shdy of
¥ arrow, covering the vears 1928-1958, The projected relenss date is eacly December 20002,
We expect to offer this set of 6in. x 9in. volumes, titled Before We Were the Land's and
Village of Unsettled Yearnings respectively, in aslip case. The tenct will be complemented
by some 120 pictures and & number of maps, This will be the first such study of a Mennonite
community ever released by a publishing howse in B.C.

While carefully researched and documented, these tao volumes areswritten for the general
resder, Volume [ provides a historical survey of pre-Mennonite and early Mennonite
settlement and, m its last two parts, features excerpts from personal memoirs and journals of
30 Mennonite scttlers, ten of them women. Volume 1T offers numerous essays designed to
serve collectively as a cultural mural of Yarrow from 1928 to the end of the 1930z,

Anyone placing advance orders for the two-volume sel will receive 25% discount,
Subsidies have reduced the retail price of these volumes, and we are pleased to offer the
discount. This offer, at £32.00 per two-volume set (which includes GST), applies only to the
complete set, and only o sdvancs orders pidd for before Movember 1, 2002, Shipping costs
will bz added to your order unless the books are picked up in person.

Persons interested in placing advance orders should contact either David Giesbrecht at
S04-853-0382 (dp@paralvnx.com) or Lora  Sawatsky al  60d-T35-53107

imsavwatskidowco.com)
Russian Mennonite Studies Symposium
hy Bert Friesen

On & June 2002 a group of interested Russian Menmonite studies individuals met to hear
progress reports on projects in this discipline, Eight projects were described. Exhibyits were
viewed which enhanced the reports. There was some lively discession about the status of the
discipline and its future.

The projects were as follows:

1. Peter Letkemann gave data and statistics to describe hiz research into the dekulakization
in the Chortitza region im 19291930, He described how most Mennonites were classified as
kulaks, in today’s term somewhat middle-class or above the lowly worker, and so removed
from the area.

1, Wemer Toews described his rezearch into Mennonites who settled in the city instead of in
the colony’s villages, He is stedving their influence on the village co-religionists and their
contributions to the development of the cities and the industry there,

3. Bd Hoeppner provided some new evidence that showed that his ancestor, Jakob Hocppoer,
was ool guilty as charged, He was the original delegate from Prussia to Russia and then
migrated with the first proup of immigrants and within 1o a few years was chacgad with cheft
and ahuse among other accusations.

4. Helene Friesen noted that Der Bade could be
i useful source for data on Russian Mennonite
studies. She demonstrated this with some of
the subjects in the subject index of Der Bote.
5. Helmut Hibert gave some  detailed
information  about Mennonite  estates in
Imperial Russia. He is using various sources
from that era 1o ascertain wha and how many
there were and describing them in as mech
detail a5 can he ascertained trom these sources.
6. Lawrence Klippenstein talked about his
research of aboul 15 o 20 years ago about
altermative service i Russia before 1917, 1e
posed the question about what he should
coficentrale on now in view of the new source
material that has come @ light since his
original research.

7. Rudy Friescn gave a wisual praphic
presentation about the project to build a new
Mennonite Centre in Zaporozhe. Tt is initially
a senior citizen housing project that will
expand to other phases in time.

8. Harold Janiz desceibed his translation
project of letters his parents received from
close relatives over about & 15 vear period in
the 19202 and 1930s. These describe the
family situation in these desperate times and
their struggles,

Each presentation was  followed by
questions, opinions, and comments.  Then
there was & peneral discussion aboul how to
encourage and make such rescarch easier to dao
arid share more widely. bany ideas were
heard and some of these will be followed up in
the next yearwhenthis group will undoubdedly
meed again in some forum.

Gemeral Edior
Bert Frisaen

Sechion Editors
Elmer Helnrchs, (MMHS News & MNotes],
Conrad Stoesz (Book Reviews & Motes)

Photo Editors
Eimer Heinrichs, Conmad Sloas:

Enitoria) Comnmitfea
Ed Hoeppner {chair), Irene Krosker, Elmer
Hainrichs

The Manioba Mennonite Historical Society
Mewslatier, Herfage Poshing, welcomss lethars
and reports pertaining 1o Ihe hislorcal intenssts
of sociely marnisers, Corespondence can be
mailad to Baer Friesen, 168 Hiverton Avenue,
Winnipag, Maniloba AZL 2ES, o e-malled 1o
ihe aditor at adikor& mmns, org
I55M 1491-2325
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Johann W Dueck and the MCI
Connection (II)

by Lowrence Klippenstein

This 15 the second in & series of notes
from Johann W, Dueck's diaries, published
inn 1995 us Prairie Pioneer: The Writings off
Jaharn W, Dweck, These materials were
iranslated, edited and published by Lewvi
Dueeck, currently  residing in Rosenort,
hanitoba.

Johann Dweck ended his confract with
the Meuanlapge school (near Gretna) in 1891,
the wvear that Heinrich Ewert came from
Eansas to Gretna fo lead  the (iretna
Marmal Scheol (so0on o be renamed
blennonite Educational Instinste) . Johann
described his move as follows: ™ In the
summer of 1891 1 moved with hag and
baggage from MNeuanlage, Grefna, to the
bMorris arca. 1 had received a
well-intentioned  lefier from my (future)
father-in-law in which he lovingly and
sincerely admonished me to come to this
new sphere of activity, since there was
danger of going astray in the midst of all
this higher learning in Gretna',

That "new sphere of activity " referred to
Dueeck's  second school involvement, this
fime nod in the West Reserve, but in the
village of Rosenort near Morris. This was
ong of two wvillages, the other being
Fosenhof, which had been established by
Kleine Gemeinds families who had moved
from south Russia to this ares, north and
wesl of Morris, in 1874-75.

Of these beginnings at Rosenon Dueck
wrole: "Fall came and so also came the
beginning of my teaching year in the village
of Rosenort. Fortunately | had already
gained some knowledge and experience in
the teaching profession in the past two
years, otherwise 1 would have been quile
anxious, [or when [ started teaching in
Meuwanlage [ had hefore me a small
poorly-educated school, whereas here it was
a large one with a good education”.,

His connections with Gretna however did
not terminate. After mentioning a teachers'
conference held al Fosenort in 1893, he
noted also that he and other teachers would
fraquently go to Gretna and write exams
(presumably to upgrade their credentials -
LK.

Some years later Johann and his wife

Maria attended a teachers' conference in Gretna. He described it mn some dedail: * Many
teachers were present at the Teachers' Institute which began today (Sept 5, 1898) My
wife and 1 staved at the Peter Duecks for nights. Teacher H. H. Ewert had words of
weleome and led some of the sessions, Oiher speakers included Tie, Brice(sicy of
Winnipeg who spoke on geology, botany and nature (Dr. George Bryce had earlier
recruiled Ewerl in Kansas, and brought him to Gretna - LK) In the evening Pastor
Hanson {of the Lutheran church - LK) told of his 25 years of service for the Lord. Then
W. A, Melntyre, principle of the Winnipeg Normal School, had a very good speech on
training children in the schools. He spoke the next day, and was follow by another Mr.
Melnivre,

I did not write my exam but will do so later in Steinbach when Mr. Ewert will be
holding a two-week instibute there". Dueck and his wife lefi for home on Sept, 9, taking
with them "several bags of flour, 22 pails of plums and 18 large watermelons”. The fruit
he sold in Bosenhof in one day, for 35¢ per melon or pail.

A Sept. 17 entry in the diary has a follow-up on the conference report: * At noon |
went to Morris to meet Mr. Ewert and took him fo Stembach where he will be training
teachers how to teach properly”, A few notes followed on his experiences in the course.
He mentioned that seven teachers were taking the course, and later added: “We are
studying Physiology, Math., Algebra and Grammar. Hours are @ - 12 and 14" Finally,
om Sept. 30 he mentioned: "Exams which bepan yvesterday, ended todey. They did not
seern difficult o me",

Om that same day, at 2 p.m. Dueck and Ewert left Steinbach on the way back to
Grefna. They staved overnight at Kleefeld (Griinfeld - Dueck's first home in Canada -
LK), and the next day left for Silver Plains where Ewert took the train to po the rest of the
way, Johann arrived bock al home at 4 pan

In a 1924 entrv in his diary, Dueck noted a school festival held at Gretna, which he
attended. It was held over two dayvs, with students presenting parts of the program, Sorme
ex students (alumni) presented a program as well. The dates appear to have been June 1
and 2.

MHYV Director Resigns
by Lawrence Klippensiein

Ciary Snider, director of the Mennonite Heritage Village museurmn, complated his final
day in the office on Aupust 14. He had served in that capacity for over four vears and
managed to complete his fifth Pioneer Days celebration with Oving colours. About 15,000
persons attended the weekend of Aug. 4 at the Museum this summer.

Ciary was known for his long working days, and distinguished himself as coordinator
of the reconstruction of the windmill during exactly one vear after it bumed down in
October of 2000, Many other major improvements and changes ook place during his Lims
of office. A thank-you dinner was held in his honour on August 28, with festivities taking
place on the deck of the windmill, the frst of such events which Gary had dreamed of in
his "leisure time”™. The MMHS =zalutes Gary for a job very well done, and sends best
wishes for his transition (o other work in the area

ALTONA RESEARCH CENTRE NEWS

by Lawrence Klippenstein

The Altona and District Kesearch Cenfre 15 sponsoTing an awarcness raizing and
funding dinner on September 28, The rmeal will be held at the EMMC church in Aliona
Board members of the Centre now include recently-clected Ken Braun and Jake Rempel,
with Dick Hildebrand now the chair, Al Schmidt continues to serve as archivisL

Award winning Eudy Wisbe of Edmonton, Alberta, will be the featured speaker with
Denmnis and Phyllis Reimer presenting music, For further details and lo order tickets
contact Al at 204-324-5442 or email him at aschmidt@@mb. sympatico.ca
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Emerson muyor Wayar .i.nnr,mm-d from right. seen here with Metis sn Red River I-ulrl-q'
duriug Emersan stopover July 20. Seversl exrm, buibt for the accasion, were muking the trek
nboag the ol Crow Wisg Trail from Pembins, ™. 0., o W insipeg, re-ensctisg an bnpartant par
of Metls kistory in the West, & histaries! re-sasciment of (e Qe luading of Masicoba®s
Vicmpawites aad the belp they received from the local Mt popelation ek plece e the
WViianadaitd Méssorial Liading Site oa PR L o the juastlon of the Raf iand Red o wiil of
Niverville,

Fhado credit: Elmser Hednricha

LANDING SITE

{L-R} Hoydea Loewes, (landa Hisberi mecting the MErs & a8 re-
caactmeni ol the mesting brtween the Mesnosite immigrasis of ihe 18370
mnd the Mét ot (be Kol and Red River junciion,

Fhato credit: The Carillon

Chortitz Cairn dedication

by Mavix Dyck and Bert Friesen

On Sunday, 28 July 2002 the Chortslz
(Manitoba) cemetery caim was dedicated. A crowd
of over 300 from afar and near witnessed o moving
EVENL.

In 1999 the village of Chortitz celebrated a
homecoming event. Al thal time conversations
revolved in part around the history of the village
and its changes. One noticeable part of that change
wit the neglect of the original village cemetery. [t
was overgrown and had few permanent markers.

It was decided that a8 way of remembening that
past and demonsirating appreciation to God for
leading our peophe to this wonderful land of Canada
was to recognize all those who had been buried in
the cemctery with a caim. This idea grew to
inclede also a recognition of the originel 12
homesteaders as well as those who are buried on
this site,

However, to recognize all who had been bured
between |875 and 1969, when this cemetery was in
use, without many markers, was 3 challenge. The
first 40 or s0 names were submitted by family
members immediately after the homecoming. To
find the other names required intensive research in
genealogical resources and contacts with mamy
individuals. Special recognition was grven fo Mary
and Frank Penner, now in their B0k, whao have lived
in the village all their lives. Their memories were
invahaable.

In the end 202 individuals were found to have
been buried here. Their names and life dates are all
ligted in the memory booklet, Chortriz Cemetery
Register 2002, The shock is that of these, 1353 were
children under the age of 4 and abowt 30 youlhs and
single adults. In 1908, for example, 20 children
were buried, up to three in one family. 'We have no
understanding of the mtense grief and despair
families suffered.

All these names are listed on the cairm, # huge
rock on a concrele base, with five plaques. One
lists the 32 homesteaders on the ongmal village
plan, the second is the dedication plague
pornmemorating this day, and the other three st
the individuals buried there.

The dedication service mcluded a  brief
meditation and dedication prayer by the Obd Calony
bishop Peter Elizs and a music group from the
villape.

The old village school grounds had a huge tent
under which fasps was served, prepared by the
villagers, following the service, There were also
family history displays, books for sale, and
information about other projects and groups.
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MMHS News & Notes

Winkler Genealogy
Workshop and Open House

Saturday, 19 October 2002
Winkler Senior Centre,

394 6th St, Winkler, MB
204-325-8964

Cost: 1500 ine. lhunch

M. 30 hr. Kegistration and apen house dispiaymg
il Siscussng pencalogy neseach

1140 he Worlshop on how o do penesiogy
ressarch for 1870y Menmonite imenigrants

The Winnlpeg lnunseh of Dr. A Brusdr's ped Dr. A deibert Goertz s latesd book, Geneadogionl Gulde bo Exst

12.iH} he. Lunch wad Wesd Prais (Oe- usd Westpreusses ), Records, Soorees, Publiestons. and Events, wis beld af the

Menaanite Heritspe Craire oo 12 July BHL {1-R) Ed Brasdi bolding bis book. Bert Frieses representing
1330 b Workshop an bow 00 d0  gencalogy thr Crpmrabogy commmiiies, A1 1S lwunch, Reandt caplaioed e content of ki hook asd ssswered quesdlons
research for | 500s Memmonie imamigrants ol thoss kres greenlogish pressnt,

lik 30 Mare displsying and discussion

fomiky spomsored by the Winkler Heritage
Society and the Gencalagy Comnvittee of MMHE

For more information contect Manha Manens,
Winkler F4-175-0850

BUS TOUR
TO
INTERLAKE AREA
OF MANITOBA

There will be wisits to the
Ebeinegememde darp of Mennville and
the Kleinegemeinde &nd IMF area
artund Monvesna,

2002 September 28, Saturday,
teaving Bethel Church, Winnipeg at
O8.00 br. m the moming and returming
around 20.00 he. in the early evening. Gretas ehrvasor. 790, AT SR S Fo

Cost: $35.00 for members of MMHS
and 545 for non-members (includes a Local History Workshop
moon menl at Mennville and a faspa af

Morweena). There will be g local history workshop in the Maormis area in mid-autumn. Papers will be

presented on the history of the local area. Details of this event will be announced soon.

Formaore sdormarios call Coarsd Soear ar I04-- F i
w more informal -all IfE J-RER-A7
8574 or Ber Friesen ai 204-EEK-67T8] . re information call Adolf Ens at 204-888-6781.
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Genealogy

HP ix republivhing the penealopion! dotr section of the Wollarticle i make If cleorer i the readers.
Theis iy et flesd i o sitviit o arliclen om Pricin Ruarlas Mennonie fimifies by Glinm Prassr.

The Early Mennonite Wolf Family in Prussia and Russia

by Glenn Penner

The First Three Generations of the Menmonite Woll Family

{Due to typeseiting errors this mformation was not correctly
formatted in the last issue of Heritgge Posting)

Krebsfelde, Prussia
Krebsfeld, Prussia

d. 1747

d. 1749

d. 1751

m. Peter Wilms, Jacob Vogt
m. Christina Harder

Prussia
Krebsfelde, Prussia

m. Johann Meufeld
m. Johann Drvek, Comelius Lepp

Records show that Gottfried Wolf lived in Krebsfelde in 1749, 1772 and 1776,

Oemerartion I-
Gontfried Wolf b. sbout 1714
1*m. 1735-45 d. Oct. 20, 1794
neme unkmown [
d. 1750°s
children:
child b.
child b
child b
Helena b 1752-54
Jacoh b. 1753-55
2%m. 1760's
Margaretha b, about 1739
d. Jan. 30, 1803
Children:
Maria b. about 1770
Margaretha b aboat 1773
Generation 2:
Jacab Walf b. 1753-55
. July 21, 1776 d. 1780-05
Christing Harder b. 1738
d. 1877
Children:
Johann b. June, 6, 1TTR
Christina b. Sept. B. 1780
David b, 1784
Peter b. Jan, 10, 1787
Jacah h. 1789

Erebefelde, Prussia
Schbnharst, Chortitza, Russia
Pricsais

Chortitea Colomy, Ruasia

m. Anna Pefers

Jacob Wolf lived in Heubuden from 1776 to 1789, He moved to Russia i 1789
and lived in Schiinhorst, Chortitza Colony until his death.

{cont.om p 7)

Diary of Heinrich Friesen
by Irene Kroeker

Rev. Helnrich Friesen came fo Canada with
his in-laws om July 27, 1874, serfing in
Mormitsha fa ihe villoge of MNockfeld
Heinrich and hin wie Apmba had 13
children (4 died) ond oae girl thal they
adopted later in their lives. Rev. Frivsen
loved o read novels and poeiry.  He ale
enjoved creating ks own poeiry,  his
favourite style being the traditional sivle of
beginming eack line with the leter of the
person he was presemting the poem o,
moking rure ii would riyeve, In foct, every
mcumth i e daily diary ended in verse, and
every year ended in o porm.  Helrrich
Friesen ifved a very full and busy {ife
Belng a farmer, o husbond and father, o
deacon and lofer o miniter in e
Chartlizar Chaerch bepd him wery sy He
served i the Chweh for 36 years. Hix
recards sfurw that fn his [{fetime, Rev
Friesen had preached approximarely 798
times, served of TI fumerafy amd 25
waddfimgs

1894

Mar 23; Good Fridey. [ traveled from
Cirunthal b Burealde In the aftermoon and i
sncpwved, but it was not very cold. Tonwesd
evening the wind tumed 10 the narth and it
becnme stronger. During the evening we had
an unisually sirong storm pass over, 1D was
the bigpesi snowsiorm of the winter snd i
continweed all night long.

Mar 24: | stayed in Burwalde, In the
maorming the wind had sbated somewhat, bia
it was very cold fior this time of the year.
=24,

bviar 23: Exster Sunday, <25 degrees in ihe
moming.  Afer Church | went [rom
Burwalde to Strassburg. It was 5o cold tha
1 could not keep mysell warm because ihe
wiknad s s£H from the morth,

blar 26 Easter Monday, Siill cold bui ihe
wind came from the south, Dunng the
afemoon the cold had absted somewhat. 1L
ws overcast with o south wind
Sdar 27: The frost had abated someswhat, 11
wias overcast with o south wind

Mdar 28: I was mild with & strong BWW wind.
blar 29- Ky sons went 1o the woods again,
bolar 30: Meliing temperatures inday, bui in
the afternoon it stared mining. 5w wind,
We went 1o Bursakle towards evening 1o
visit, The boys came home from the woods.
I the evening the wind came from the norh

fcont. on p.7}
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Waolf family
Generation 3

Jokann Wolf
m. 1803
Anna Peters

Children:
Arna
Johann
Jacoh
Abraham
Daviad

2* marriage
Helena MNighubhr

Children:
Peter
Elisabath

Peter Wolf
.
AEme unknown

Children
Justina
Peter
Koaracllus
Helena
Jahann
Mogia

7 marringe 1825-30

Katharina

Childres:
Anna
Jacob

Records show that the Peter Wolf family lived in Wemersdorf in 1825, 1835, and 1847,

b. June 6, 1778 Heubuden, Prussia
d. Apr. 11, 1848 Schinhorst, Choritza, Russia

b. July 28, 1783
d.

b. Feh.?7, 1806
b. Feb. 20, 1809
b. Feb. 2, 1811

b. Janm. 13, 1814
b. June 13, 1817

b. about 1799
d. 1877

b. Apr. 22, 1822
b. 1820's

b. Jan. 10, 1787
d. before 1847

b
d. 1825-30

b about 1815
b absoiat 1817
b. about 1819
b. sbout 1821
b. abouwt 1823
b. about 1825

b. about 1801
d. 1877

b. about 1831
b. about 1834

Prussia
Russin

m. Elizsaheth Friesen
m. Justina Gieshrechi
m. Maria Riediger
m. Katherina Pejers

m. Sarn Meufeld

m. Peter Hildebrandh

Heubwden, Prussia
Wemersdarf, Molotschna, Russia

m. Jacob Lingau

in. Katharsia Kasthier

m. Jacoh Kroeker

Apgaika (1843-1%18) & Helarich
Frignta | 1R42-1921 )
Photo crdit: Irene Kroeker

{coni. from p&)

Diaries
e e e ——
Friesen diary {(cont. from p.8)

and became stromger. It started snowing.

Mir 31: In fhe moming (e snew cames down
hard with & strong wind, [In ik afiermoon it
cheared wp and then we returned home from
Burwalde. It was anly o few degrees cold bal
there was B sirong ow wind ihai gave Blowing
ADIOW,

Apr 22 Clowsdy with n south wind, The axen were
beought awey ioday, Duvid went io the bush
again,

Apr 3: Mild David came bome from the bush.
Kiomelius Fricsens came o visit,

Apr 4: Cloudy with & south wind n the
afternoon it reined and in the evening the wind
came from the north.  During tse night we had
same frost, 'We also had some snow, The waber
rose o ihe edge of the bridge in Bergihal.

Apr 5: | wanted to go to Bergthal in the moming
buit the water Mowed over the dam, .

Agpe b Thowed o ke today. | went with Johann
Hichert o Bergthal, | left our wehscle on this
side of ihe water and west by (gondal) mfte o
the othier side. Today we began building Feter™s
house. [t was thawing.

Apr T: It was mild with o sowth wind, In the
afternann Peder Doerksen's son Johann died affer
T days of very difficull sickness, Peter rode
hianse in the evening. The waler was still high.
In the evening it became dark in the west

Apr B: Sunclay, It snowed very much all day. |
did not go (o church because of ihe kigh waier,
Apr % Cloudy and fopgy all day. Peter and
Agathn (Harder) came o visit, Waler has gone
down 50 that there was 0o more waler al the dam
in Bergthal.

Apr 10: Peter Doerksen's had 2 funeral. In the
mmortlag the water was frozen but in the daytime
the weather was mild. Aged Tante Goertzen was
buriad s well,

Apr 11: There was some froal bn the mormdng. |
end Peier Doerlsen weni to o funeral in
Rosengard by [saac Doerlsens. |n the evening i
became cloudy in the nw and the wind came From
ihe south,

Apr 12: 1t rained in the moming. B snowed umil
noon and then we had main sgain, but only o ligh
raln. The wind came from the South. Towards
evening the wind came from the North and &
staried 1o freeve. During the night there was a
strong frost

Apr 13: Evervihing had frozen hard 11 wis
eloudy snd there was 8 Hght snowdall on and of 7
during the day, The wird ceme from the norh,
In the aftermoon the sun came oul and o was
milder.

Apr 14:The wind came from s¢ and during the
day it was clousdy bt mice. Al right we had some
main;
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Edns & DMedrich Mhpn.!lmdﬂ.l'l—iﬁuﬂ*ld brother-in-law of the asthor.

Mhobs ereillz Ghen YWiebe
Edenburg

by Glen Wiebe

The village of Edenburg. 5 km east of Gretna on the international boundary between
Canada and the USA, was founded in the winter of |EB5-1886. The founders of the village
inchuded lohans Bulr, David Stobbe, and Johann Wiebe. 1t lasted less than ten yvears. Yot
signs of its existence pre still avident. There is the long driveway connecting the village to the
Post Road. The trees planted around the Edenburg Bergthal Church are still there as is the
cemetery. At the end of the driveway is the original Lemky-Wiche farmyard with many
Manitoba maples and large cottonwood trees. The next farmyard is the Hrada farm also with
many trees still standing. These trees are a memorial in many street villages of the Wesz
Reserve. These two properties wers first survey in [ 873 and ten vears lafer became the centre
of the village. Evidence of habitation still turn up during cultivation of the land in this
immediate area. Then there are the depréssions of old cellars and wells, some old gnarjed
plum trees, and some ditches.

So, just what is interesting about this property? For starters, this is where my father,
Abram Wiche was born. My mother, Agnes Schmidt, was borm about a kilometre o the
northwest, . They wers masrried 10 ODctober 1926, My siblings and | were bomn on the farm.
By age we are Edna, Alvin, myself, Eldon, and Harvey, The house, built in 1911, is still in
use and in good condition. It is the only one remaining of five similar houses that were once
Focated with a 1.5 km radius. The original barm and outbuildings are still in place and in use.
The gransry was constructed with the plate between the walls and the roof being spliced
together with wooden pins. The approximately 10m by 25m Hruda barn, built in 1922, was
re-hocated o our vard before the Hrsda vand was disbanded. The vard is about 800 m from
where the original Edenburg School no, 330 was located. The school yand was also located
on part of two quarter sections, namely 5.W, and 5.E. of 11,1,1 W of P, and along the north
edge of the Post Road. Fdna has a 1912 public school register showing my dad, my mom and
her sister, Mary, and brother, Henry, all in grade 1.

The Edenburg Bergthal Church, until it was relocated in shout Sepiember, 1952, was
ahout BOO m from our yard. The land on which the church was buil was donated by my grest
grandfather, Jacob Lemky, in 1906, Two additional things should be said about the church.
The onginal pulpit is now located ot the Mennonite Heritage Centre on Shaftesbury
Boulevard, Winnipeg. The pulpit was built with an adjustable table height and is in excellent
condition. It is not known what happened 1o the stained glass Star of David window located
o the top back end of the church. That star was ivtact when the church was moved from

Edenburg.
After the church was moved, my dad traded

the church yard fro an extra area of lamd
sdjacent to the cemetery, The cemetery is
located & few hundrad meires to the west of
the original church vard. It-was after this thal
the driveway was stmightened out 1o run
scross what had been the church vard, The
original house for the church caretakers had
been demsolished some years earlier. The last
caretalers were Mr. and Mrs. Schellenberp,
The farm is of interest for another reason.
The N. W quarter has been in the family since
18% while the parcel on the ME guarter has
been in the family since 1902, Both are
centenninl properties and ane being registerad
s such. | should note thst my grean
grandfather Jakob Lemky married Margaretha
on 2 May 1864 and may well have
farmed the land before he boughi it
Our family has enjoved the farm for &
number of years, This is where cousins
continue to gather and hopefully it will remnin
in the family for another hundred vears, Edna
and Diedrich have two sons, Cameron and
Lome, who reside in Manitoba with their
families. The possibility of succedsion is
there.

Personal Remembrance

If | can [dentify & single common facior
since | was bom on the fanm, it is change.
When | started grade |, it was with five other
students. Helen Wiebe, my sunt, was my first
teacher. By grade 9, [ was the only one of six
left in the community, This exemplified the
rapid depopulation of rural westermn Morth
America which was mking place and
continues today, | witnessed the coming of
gravel roads, farm equipment on lirgs a8
compared 1o steel wheels, and farm output
specialization.

Peggy and [ still farm. A friend once asked,
why? | gave the usual reasons and added that
I like 1. Soime tme later, | read tow books by
Thomas Moore on The Sowl. Until thea I'm
pol gwne | ever had & pood ides of what (he
soul was. | now know that farming for me is
the same category as hiking lo 8 mountain top
mnd sseing nothing but the tops of other
mountains and the bluest blue sky; or walking
for kilometres on & beach & low tide and
Iistening to the breakers; of enjoying a home
dinmer with family and friends. Farming is
good for my soul. | know 1 have my
background to thank for this.
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Dr. Abraham B. Hiebert
(Physician, chiropractor, herbalist)

by his greal-grandson, Edward Falk

Abrahorm Hishert was bom 11 Aug 1R4T, probably in the vl Iu.p: of Buraalde, Choriba Colony;
i Abrakam A. Hiehert and his wife Anra (nee ) Hildehrandt, the daughier of Diedrich Hildebrandt
and Gertrsde Mariens of Burwalde, Chortitza Coloay in Bussia. His father was Abrabkam A.
Hiebert who was bom in village of Misder-choriitza in 1820, He married Sara Loewen |5 June
1869, Sera was the daughter of Frane Loewen and Agatha (nee) Krhn,

In 1875 the Hicheris and their 2 oldest children leff their home in Burwalde, They welll have left
Russis fior the stime reasons o8 olsers ol the 1870 Mennonite settlers, On 1 July 1875, they arrived
in Quebee, Cannds on the 5.5 Moravian and travelled west settling frst st Maple River. 12 miles
west of Farge, Morth Dakota, USA, In [E80 Abmbam advertised 6440 ncres of land, with farm
butldmgs, and watered by the Mapbe River (with good fishing) for sale st o cheap price, At about
that time they moved o Manboba, living firsd in the Village of Schanzenfeld. Why they, end o
number of his family, settbed a1 Maple River In Morth Dakota is not known, it may have been that
land agents convinced them o parchase land there, Why they lefl ithere so soon after their arrival
i also subiject to speculation, but Julius Toews wrote in the "Mennonitische Post® s April 1977,
ofhis grandfather, Jacob Toews, Abraham's brother-in-Insw, that when the Mennonites sent their
chilidren o the "Swedish™ achools, to leam some English they were making friends with the
“Swedish® and the parents began 1o fear thal rernaining in that environment wild eventually bead
o intermamriage with them, so they moved o Manitoba. In 1883 he purchased the MW quaner of
324 | W in the Village of Rosenthal and by 883 the family was residing there. He also iook up
s homestend at S'W 10-1-7 in 1885 which is northwest of Winkler, but the fumily never lived there.
In 1288 an May 7 the Hiebert bome bumed down, Reconds indicate that the family owned farm
animals and as many &s 9 borses at one time bl the fact tha requests for medical assistancs werne
mary may have prevented him from being 8 full-time farmer for most of his time in Canada
Abraham & Sam had 1] children, of whom 3 died in infancy. Dir. Hiehert died in Feh, 1904 of
nq:hrrh'h and coronory disease and Sara deed in 1929, Both of them were intermed at the cemetery
ot the wea end of Rosembal,

Dir. Abrahum Hiebert was mever registered a9 & doctor i Mandtoba. He got formal tralndsg in
(i in 1854 or 1895, A letier from Dr. L. H. Gratigay of Ohio, USA indicates that be qualified
{0 trest cancer lamours, skin disesses, nasal catarrh @nd rhewmatism. In an imenview with his
daughter Justina Wiebe, this writer was told that be had received funds for such training lrom Lthe
churches in southern Maniioba. She slso desoribed how she had boospent much Lime b assisting her
falherwashing the boitles used for ihe storage of herks end other suhstunces wed in his proparthon
of medications. In 1894 in a letier from Dr. Godtfried Millbrandt of Croswel] Michigan {obvioasly
in regpanse to s lecter from Dir, Hiehert ) in which he indicates that he purchased the materials used
in preparation of his medications from Oermany, Austria and Russin. I seems (0 have been the
narm that doctors also served as pharmacists. In addithon to his rsaining Dr, Hiebert had medical
books which were Infer used by his son, Abraham Hicheri,

It is Hkely that Abraham god his carly training in "trachi-moecken” and herbal medicine from
lis uncke. [Hednch Hildebram®, who wat Enbwn as “der alte Docior Hildebrandi” of Bursslde,
Ehortitza. Letiers io Dr. Hiebert (which have recently been discoversd and tranacribed and
tranalated by this writer) indicate that his advice, assistance and prescriplions were regusssted from
peersons in Russia, Manitoba and Saskatchewsn ( Rosthem, MW T). Reguests came not only from
the Menmnoniles but alse from others,

In his medical practise he made house visiiniins, travel Ii'rri_ by horse and buggy or horse and
sleigh or by car. He treated people bn his officehome and gave medical advice by letier and sent
miedicing by mail There is some evidence that be sow patbents in Winkler sl the Stanley Hoel, Ong
wildld Essume he rented office space there,

A newspaper of that era reports that o nural docior (Dir. Hiebert) has discovered a “care for
eancer, something which city dociors have not been able to do,” Oral histony indicates that there
wis @ certain smount of envy or enmity from doctors in Morden end ane can ondy speculae whether
that was for personal or professional ressons, but |t is sasy o surmise that such publicity coused
anegative reaction. The doctors in Morden, Maniioba iook Hiebert snd another doctor (K athering
Thibessen jio court inca, 1895 over the lack of a license to practice medicine im Manitoba. Hiebert
was fined but continued his practice. That his medical pructise was reasonably successiil is
indicaied by the faci that he lefi an estate worth $1.3, 000,

Muore research nipeds o be done 10 complele the records of this Family and the history which

Dv. Abraham THrbert and b wife Sars.
Fhote credit: Edward Falk

Anms snd Abrakam Higberi, Dr. A. Hicbert's
T TN Fhote credit Edward Falk

relates to the medical help ovailable o the eardy
Mennonite settlers of the Wesi reserve,

[Mliwch of the above Inftemation results from the
diligeri resesnch done by another great-grandson,
Bruce Wieche. ]
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THE METIS WELCOME THE MENNONITES TO PSS

MANITOBA

by Royden Loewen

On Thursday, 25 July 2002, | was one of several participants in a
re-enactment of the first encounter of Mennonites and Metis at the
Mennonite Memaonal Landing Site, three miles west of Miverville on the
Red River, The meeting took place not at the initiative of the Mennonites
but of the Metis of Manitoba. [t wes part of their own historic
re-enactment of the Red River can commercial trafTic on the Crow Wing

b T R —

Trail, streaching in the mid-nineteenth century from St. Paul, Minnesota Metis cant drivens weicame Measesile immigrasts re-eaaciment.

to Winnipeg, or Fort Garry a8 it was known i those days. | became
involved when the Town of Miverville, ]'l.a!.'in“ bean contacted by the Metis wha wished
oy vigal the Mennoniles a9 pari af thar journey up thee Corov Wing Trail , conmcted ma.
The town asked whether Orlando Hiebert and |, as trustees of the Landing Site, would
be interesied in meeting with Metis spokesperson Linda Maorin and Al Benoit. 'We were.
Orlando and | both attended a planning meeting with the Metis commmities at the S0
Adr.'r||:|l'|t R OHfice T'I'lt idea af rv:renu.{:[ing tha m"ig||1l| m!-el.inﬂ_., wnlki.n; up- fmrl'l thie
river and then riding with the Meatis sastward into the lands of te East Ressrve were
welcomed by the commitiee

O the day of the re-enactment, Orlando and | gave speeches, thanking the Metis for
H;'uii'lllr'lu oiar Frn:]ﬂe back in 1874 the I.Tll:ﬂll;hﬂl WETE r:l:il;'.u'nd:b:d h'_l.' short :;‘r:l:cht:lhyﬁ|
Benadt, the official spokesperson for the Metis and by Satsh Debailey, the trail boss and
also the great great grandnephew of Louis Reil. Benoit spoke of sharing the land with the
Mennonites and elso of sharing a sense of justice with the Mennonites. The irony was
nof lost on the handful of Mennonites who gathered at the river. A stirring part of the
shorl ceremony were two musical piece. Violinist Rebecca Loewen, provided the slow
and almost mournfil music of the favourite Mennonie hymn, In the Rifted Rock, as the
Jzcob and Irene lsaac Family and two boys ‘adopted” for the day, followed the Orlando
and me, dressed as “traditional” Ashesten and GroutBoa, walked up from the river, After

r ' J S A
W1fEs mind Menodniies meribag ré-fiactment ol i Hal ani Bed Rivers when thé Vieaadalbes arrived ia
b DT Phots credst: The Carillon

Phats eredic Jubes Charirand

our speeches, & Metis fiddler broke out in a
traditional Michif gig and as the Mennonites
looked on the Metis joined in a dance. As
part of the ceremony oo, the Mets
presented us with gifts of an eagle feather, a
hand-made sash, and a loaf of bread, and
provided us with a spiritual blessing.

I trust it will mark not only a resurgence
in historical inferest, but in  friendship
between the Mennonites and the Metis.

And if vou have never visited the Landing
Site, i is 8 besutiful natural spot along the
rver and worth o visil, that &, if you
remember the mosquile spray

Part of the Spesch read by Orlando Hisbert
and Rovden Loswen

“The Mennoaites carme singing their old
hymns of peace, hope and faith. But they
also came with frepidation...they had come
a long way, from the southern steppes of
Ukrainge 1w this strange land; the kst leg ol
their vovage was an B0-hour steam boat ride
from Fargo (up the Red River)".Here they
were met by the Metis. Those people were
your ancestors, the Metis freighters, With
their Red River cars, they femed the
newcomers, men and women, small infants
to elderly grandparents inland fo
immigration buildings south of Niverville,
shelters built by Metis hands to protect the
newcomers from the mosguitoes, ram and
sun, Mow, as you open your Red River carts
te us..we thank soud agnin. We humbly
accept this kind gift. [ts symbaol is not lost on
us. We pray that as a part of the rich
tapestry of Manitoba cultures, the Metis and
Mennonites will cach take pride in their
ancestral cultures and enrich one anather by
n confinued friendship.”
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Book Review

Helen Grace Lescheid, tramslator and coauthor, Lead Kindly Light
(Belleville ON: Essence Publishing), 1999, 191 pp.

This autobiography of Apnes (Crvek) Locwen, b 1912, is one of the most captivating
of the 20th century heroic Ruszian Mennonite “women without men” stories, Agnes, the
oldest child of Gerhard and Anpanetha Dryeck of Osterwick, Kronstal and Mieder-Chortitea
(“the most beautiful place on earth™), fascinatingly recounts her happy childhood,
growing up in troubled times, strugeling for her and her children’s survival, and making
i new life in Canada.

Although set in the Chortitza Colomry, the values, customs and circumstances of her
early life transcend regionalizm and readecs from other places will recognize and identgify
with many of them. Honesty, hard work, kecping of promises, table prace, pravers before
bed and more, all stood Agnes in good stead under Cormemunist rule and on the refugee
journey. Readers get a glimpse of some of the customs such as famiby chores for evervone,
children eating after guests, sweeping the vard for festive days, villagers greating each
other on the strect and chatting, father reading of far away places on winter evenings and
singing hymns and folk songs with the children. All this before the men started
disappearing and the uprooting began.

Apnes’ earliest memory, betwean age 3 and 5, becomes a metaphor of her life's
Journey as it unfolds m this narrative. After three village bovs cruelly erabbed her doll
from her and disappeared with it, her Tather, taking her “small hand in his big calloused
one” was unsuccessful in locating . She writes: “at that vounp age, | had no way of
knowing how often in my adult life something T cherished would be ruthlessly snatched
from me never to be returned, nor how faithfully my heavenly Father would take my hurt
upan himself and walk with me.” (16)

Snatched from her or lost during the vears of revolution, discase, famine and war wers
the closest “men" in her life: brother Hans in 1925 a0 age 3, Gather in August 1929
because of 1llness, three brothers exiled to labour camps in Siberia {and found in Germany
in the 1980s), husband Isaac drafted into the Germany army and missing in aclion
Movember 1943 never to be Heard from again. Lost alao were members of the extended
[amily (Unele Abram Dyvek was killed by bandits, Uncle Peter Drveck died of cholera,
cousin Peter and Uncle Jakob Drek starved to death), az were her Mewenburg home and
most possessions, when evacuation 1o Prussia ook place m Cotober 1943,

Her family shrinks from the large extended one, to the smaller nuclear, to being
entirely alone with her four children, Strangers-becorme-Iriends are Tamily 1o her while
in the diespora of Prussia, Poland, Austria and Germany, until her own mother, sister and
other blood relatives are found in the postwar vears of Germany and Canada, While
Apnes could have made a good life for herself and her children in Austria, she longed tor
her own peaple, Already af the MCC Backnang refugee camp her longing was cealizad.
“At last,” she says, [ was with my own people.” One of the many miracles is how the
MOC representatives, American Arthur Vath and Dutch [Han] Vandenberg found Agnes
and her children in Austria. Apnes’ narmative thus adds details o the MOCC story and the
invalvement and dedication of volunteers on a mission after WWII (o find their
“brethren™/people and to help family reumification.

The political and cconomic context given iz helpful. Life is full of suspense and
forment as Agnes tries to keep her children around ber. Besders are not spared famiby
tensions of Agnes’ cmotions of fear, frustration, stubbormness, despair and humiliation
bt also those of gratefulness, courage, confidence, hope and trust. Ameeinely, emotions
of revenge or unforgiveness are absent. Confronted by stupendous challenges, perilouws
and tragic silualions, Apnes comes oul an amazing surdvor. Her closing confession
attests to Crod’s faithfulness. “How good God has heen to me! Mot ane of God’s promizes
has failed me” (188)The story 15 well told by Apnes snd her daughter Lena, Helen
Lescheid, a retired professional nurse, has authored numerous articles in a variety of

magazines and 15 the author of Footprints of
Compassion, The book is recommended tor
all ages and all ethnicites,

Book notes:

o Dol Toews War Here TETO-TOT, by
Helmut Harder is a 247 pape book detailing
the life and times of the man known as
“Mennonite Moses™. This soft cover book is
published by CMBC Publications.

v [fathering at the HNarth,  Stories
Mennoniles Tell, ed. John E. Sharp, a
compilation of 28 stories written by various
MMennonites who try to ‘reveal” Menmonites”
cote wvalues through stomes of our pasi
Included is & story by Gerhard Lohrenz, and
a story about David Toews. The book is se.,
223 pp. published by Herald Press,

v New-Samara, 4 Memnoniles Settlement
East of the Volga, compiled by Jacob H.
Brucks and Henry P, Hoope, translated by
John Isgak, This book is a translation of the
original book first published in 1964, This
new (ranslation is cwnplete with photos
from the 1964 edition as well additional
phatos, some eolowr, and some of the
current day region,

= The eine Covenawmis, Oomflict or
Hormony, by Archie Penner.  The book
considers the relationship between the Old
and Mew Testaments, and reflects on the
"concessive” will of God, Penner is an
Evangelical Mennonite Conterence leader
and educator. This soft cover book is 217
pages and published by Servant Publishers
of Elkhorm, MB.

= Menmonite Alfernative Service in Knssio,
The story of Abram Dick and  his
Colleaguay [971-1817, by Lawrence
Klippenstein & Jacob Dick, This book is
hased on the memoirs of four Mennonite
men who served in the forestry service and
medical core (Sanitactsdienst). Included is
o  mtroduction oatlining  the  alterative
service in czarist times.  This soft cover
baok is published by Pandora Press,

+ Hidden Warlds, Revisiting the Mennonite
Migranis of the 15708, by Royden Loewen.
This book documents the adapiation of the
Russian Mennonites to their surroundings in
Canada and the US, whils maimtaining their
culture and social cohesiveness, Loewen
used sources such as  diares, wills,
newspapers and ather sources for this book.
It is a 139 page book published by the
University of Manitoha Press,




