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Origin and development of

Manitoba Mennonites
by Elmer Heinrichs

CUne mdred persons iterested M
Mennonite history - more than expected -
came to the fall workshop on “Origins of
Manitoba Mennonites™ by the local histories
commitiee of the Manitoba Mennonite
Historical Society at the Threshermen's
Museum near Winkler Sat.. 27 Oet. 2001,

Gerhard  Ens, former teacher and
principal of Mennonite Collegiate Institstie,
presenied a paper on the Fllrstenland Colony
founded in Russia in | B64, at first with three
villages, on land owned by the Grand Duke
Michael, & wvounger brother of Tsar
Alexander 11.

Furstenland was the second so-called
daughter colony of the Chortitza mother
colomy, The first one was the Bergihal
calony founded some 30 years earlier. The
founding of daughter colonies was the way
Mennariites here chose to solve their ever-
growing problem of landlessness, Six
villages were established on leased land by
1868 and farm buildings were all built to the
same patiern along a straijght village streed.
The colony existed in some form or another
undil 1943 when the retreating German
forces evacusted all German-speaking
inhabitants from the Ukraine.

By 1900 {after an exodus in the 1870s of
approximately 1000 settlers to Morth
America) the population was | 8049, The soil
here was ferile and produced good crops.
The lease specified a six-vear crop rotation,
with one vear of summer Fallow/row crop.
Watermelons EFew very well,

In church affairs, Abram Wiche wnd
Johann 'Whebe wire l:_b.'li:d i the ministry,
with Johann elected Abester in 1870, Alter
briel period of independence came the great
emigration of 1874 which saw the entire
ministerial leave for Canada or 1o another
Russian colomy,

The Mennonile Brethren Church also
had an affiliate in Fdrstenland. They met for
services in private homes until 1910 when
factory owner, Jacob Michuhr of Olgafeld,
built a suitable mesting house. They wene
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active in missions even among their Russian neighbours,

After the civil war, in 1925, the first group of Flirstenlanders was finally able 1w
emigrate to Canada. During the purges of the 193075 most of the men of ressdual familees
were arrested, and then during the German retreat of 1943 all the Mennonites moved west
by cowvered wagon,

Mary Ellen Meuwfeld related background information about the Weebes from
Fillrstenland to Conade, Mexico and Paraguay. WIEB was first used as a given name in
Holland, then also i Poland, and in Prossia. In Holland, then in Prussia, Mennonites
were known as the dike builders.

In the afiemoon William Schroeder told a local history workshop told about his
labourious rescarch into the Bergthal Colony which today is conskdered significant since
it"s one of very few detailed studies

Bergthal resedents, 200 Kilometres east of Chortitza. were primanly farmers
Widespread religious, educational, and sgrarian renewal movemnents of the 19th century
by-passed Bergthal. But with proposed educational and noncombatani-service legislation,
most of the colony migrated to the Canadian prairies (1874-76), settling cast of the Red
River on the East Reserve

With a growing swareness of his reots and interest in Bergthal history Schroeder met
Bergthal ancestors, studied the pioneering work of J.J. Hildebrandi, Winnipeg. and other
SOUTCEs

Tieus Guenther, who grew up in Paraguay, and now teaches at Canadian Menmonite
Uiniversity, told the workshop that next vear on June 23 Menna Cobony will be celebration
s 75th anniversary. As of April 2001 Menno colony consisted of 80 villages with 9,146
inhabitants.

In his presentation, Guenther pointed to apparent paradoxes: the emigration from
Canada resulted from an uncompromising stand on private church-centred education, yet
in Paraguay the Menno community has mightily advanced its education system.

As well church life in Cansda was austere and form-bound, while in Paraguay over
time far-reaching innovations hove been undertaken. Migrants left Canada with not the
slightest interest in doing outreach mission, vet before long they enthusiastically engaged
in holistic mission work and service projects inside their colony boundaries and beyond.

The participants had opportunity for purchasing books and conversing about the
presentations. 11 was an informative event,
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WHO WAS *BIG BILL'?
by Edward Enns

When | asked that question of several quite semior people i the Aliona community
rometime ago, they all remembered Big Bill, but none seemed to know where he came
from or what his family background was. He became something of a legend m that
community and bevond. His writings in the Steinbach Post spanning a quarter century
were eagerly read and enjoyed by many in Cansda, Mexico and Paraguny, but possibly
only his and his wife's numerous relatives in southern Manitoba knew where his roots
lav,
In the late 1930's when | was |2 and my father was a teacher at the Grimsby School
{south of Plum Coulee), a tall and imposing figure of & man would periodically appear
il our door in the evening and visit with my parents. The occasions coincided with the
dredgmg of dramage ditches nearby where this man was the drgline operator. He was
known For his skill with this piece of equipment and was ready to verify that by loud and
lengthy stories, punciuated with expressions that had my parents encouraging ws chibdren
to play outside. He told all kinds of other stories that seemed to be enhanced with fantasy
and humour and some irmeverence. On the other hand, he could alsa be serious in his
expressions.

A frer he would leave, we would ask Dad who that man was. “Oh, that's Big Bill! He's
my cousin!™, he would say. Big Bill wrote many reports and letters and stories to the
Steinbach Post, telling about people he had wisited, abowt trips he had made, commenting
on lecal events, telling ridiculously funny storses on his wife, etc., always signing ‘Big
Bill". He wrote and published a small book, & sad story entitled *Das verstossens Kind'

[ The Castaway Child] telling about an infant abandoned in a pig pen, rescued and
growing up in foster homes and finally coming to Canada, He also wrate the story of a
Peter Dyek of Carman, & paraplegic who travelled around on a motorized stretcher
wehicle, (Have not been able to locate that publication)

| saw Big Bill again at my Grandfother, Abraham Ens's funeral in Rosenfeld. When
the casket was lowered into the grave, Big Bill ket himself down into the grave, nailed
down the wooden cover over the box, pulled himself up and joined the shovellers.

About 5 decade apo a retirement activity of mine was that of exploring my Enna/Ens
family genealogy. The fists became longer but no Big Bill appeared. Yes, my Grandfather
had & brother Johann who had died in Russia st age 34 in 1899, but there was no
indication that he married or had children, One day, following a tip from a friend |
checked out another Church Register and found that my Grandfathers brother Johann
did hawve a fumily in Russis and had several children including a Willelm, bom in 1894,
When Johann died in [B99, his widow and ber children came to Canada within a few
months o siay with her brother, Wilhelm Peters of Blumenort near Groma. A few
moanihs fater she married a widower, Peter Zacharias of the Rosenfeld district and 50
Wilhelm and his siblings became part of a larger family since his mother now was
Zacharias' third wife. He grew up on that farm, atending the Rosenfeld private school
where he appreciated his uncle Abraham Ens as his teacher. He married Katharina
Mickel, a stepdaughter of Derk Dueck of Schiinau. Economic poverty seems to have
dogged them all the years of their married [ife, but they seem to have been a spirited
couple, he seemingly abways ready for a new job adventure dictated by curiosity and'or
dire need.

Between 1913 and 1928, 11 children, 5 girls and 6 boys were bom o them. In
addition to that they adopted 2 more. He rarely mentions his children in his writings.
Five of his sons joined the military in World War 11 and all returmed from the services
except Jacob, who was killed in Germany a few wecks before war's end. He makes no
mention of this in his letters, nor of his sons” military service, but he does mention their
gricvodas pain when a few years after the war another son-n-law is killed in a logging
accident. Today, only two daughters of the eleven children are left and are living in
western Canada. Mo doubt some of the in-laws, grandchildren and great-grandchildren
are scattered across the country and beyvonsd,

From 1926 - 1930 he wrote reporms and
betters to the “Steinbach Post”, including
several short works of fiction that werne
printed in serial form in that periodical. (He
published two books as noted above) In
paging through the ‘Steinbach Post” for the
vears 1924 - 1952, | found 135 letiers,
beginning in 1926 and ending in 1950 (|
may have missed some). His style of writing
is unigoe, its ‘folksy', a5 he uses
colloguialisms, tongue-in-cheek  humour,
nuances, fantasy, sarcasm, gossip and
teasing of his fellow “Steinbach Post'
reporters and friends. Hix wife, whom he
calls “Olsch’ [old ane], is the butt of many
jokes and ridiculous anecdotes, and we
wonder what they were like as a couple. At
the same time, he regularly pokes fun =
himself for getting imvolved in silly and
embarrassing siustions.

In 1957, at age 64, Big Bill died after a
lengthy illness of which the lasi three
months were spent in 51 Boniface Hospital,
His wife Katharina died in 1972 In
translating his letiers, | found it quize
challenging irving to convey his falksy sivie,
his nuances and his punch lines for it seems
that his writing, although done in German,
must be absorbed by ears atfuned 1o southern
Manitoba PlautDietch.
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Sars and HA Yok, ca. 1900, i Menilobe. Phois
eredin; CMAS

God Gave
Through HSV

by W Schroeder, Fort Garry

When Henry 5, Yoth retired as lesder of
the Winkler M.B. Church, the title of ks
farewell sermon, 2 October 1950, was "Gont
gebe euch viel Gnade."" {God give you much
grace: ¢f, | Peter 1:2 and 2 Peter 1:2) One
wonders what considerations prompted that
choiee of theme and what applications of the
text wers made. When we moved to Winkler
14 vears afier Volh's death, we encountered
much evidence of this man's legacy; and
preparations for the 1988 centennial added
further insights. All in all, | gained the
conviction that God had already dispensed
much grace through H3Y in the past and this
this influence outlived him. Hence the above
title

H. 5 Voth was bom in 1878 in
Cottorwood Ceunty, near Bingham Lake,
Minnesota, son of Elder Heinrich YVoth,
planter of the Winkler M.B. Church. Henry
Ir. completed his secondary education at
Bingham Lake, and Later aiended MePherson
College in Kansas. In between he taught
grade school st Langdon, M. . and worked as
cobporteur. He served as M.B. Conference
Retreprediger, itinerant preacher-evangelist,
[RE2- 15908 and 1916-1920L In 1904 H5Y
mirmied Susie Warkentin, dsughter of Winkler
pastor lohann Warkentin, H5 was ordained at
Winkler, | Dec 1907 by his Father.

Much Grace

Froam 1908-1915 the family was based in Oregon where HSY was leader ofthe Dallas and
Portland M.B. churches. Later he ran his parents’ farm in Minnesote. On one occasion
during World War | he barely escaped being tarred and femthered for has pacifist stance and
use of the German language. The parental farm was sold, and the Voths settled down on a
farm near Winkler in 1920, In 1931 HSV succesded his father-in-law as pastor. He retired
in 1950 and died in 1953.°

By his own count Voth preached almost 5000 times." He had the reputation of o very
effective pulpileet | concurred, from the few occasions | heard him. = He was seen as a geani,
a saintly bishop-type,” recalls Alan laneen, reflecting also his parems’ opinion, “He had
charisma; his presentations were dramatic.™ Freguently stories mention his practice of lowdly
slapping his palm on the pulpit. Many conversions followed his preaching, perhaps more on
evangelistic tours than at home. Winkler congregational life seemed vigorous.

It should be acknowledged that there was also some critictam of Voth. Towird the enid
of his ministry too many sermons were repetitions of old ones, someone said.  Apother
grumbled that HSW remained a U'S citizen all his life and his best friends were Americans,
but someone else thought that these connections 1o prominent American leaders gave Voth
prestige. Some regandad him as over-sensitive 1o eriticism, arrogant, and acting high-
handedly at times. 1t was a “Kanadier” who mentioned Voth's perceived prejudice against
the “Russ|@nder” whose superior education and popularity may have seemed threatening 1o
him.” In any case, Voth maintained a dominant position decade after decade.

H5V's own passion for foreign missions clearly fostered missionary interest in the
Winkler M.B. Church. A number of Winkler M.B. people became foreign missionaries,
Diecades afier his death the church's name still appeared near the wop of lEE of Mnancial
contributor in conference reports. Since Woth served on the Board of Missions for 27 years,
he made & major contribution tothe relatively extensive M.B. foreign missianary programme
He also promoted numerous “home-missions™ effons,

[t could be arpued that the 1otal impact of H. 9. Voth was greater across the MUB. world
than in Winkler, He preached in many churches. He often served as chairman or vice-
chairman at all three conference levels and on countless committees. Peter Penner quotes G
D. Pries, Voth's colleagie ind successor: Voth was “peerless in giving direction and
leadership 10 a conference. He was a greal inspirational leader, gentle but firm and his
guidelines were given respectful atention ™ The wide range of his influence is bome out by
mnumerable references in conference yearbooks, board minutes and reports, periadicals, and
letters.”

The almost incredible degree of involvement in church and conference ingvitably took &
toll on the family and the farm. Several children kad their schooling interrupded to help with
the farm. Some have expressed feelings of being neglected but also admiration and
astonishmend af their father’s wide populanty, ™

Many peaple remember a characteristic exclamation of H3V: “0 Herr, lf, O Herr, lass
wohlgelingen.™"" (Oh Lord help; Oh Lord give success! of. Psalm | 18:25). The Lord did so.

Endnaotes
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Aboriginal People and Southernmost Manitoba With Particular Reference
o the West Reserve

by Edwin ). Hoepprer

Approximately one year ago Nerluge Posting published o beief report, on aboriginal-Mennomite
relationships which were discussed ot & “conlierence™ 8t the L nlversity af Wiknipeg MO0 Owiober
I2/14, by Leonard Doell, Somewhal carlier tha same vear Mennonie celebrated the 125%
anniversiry ¢f the prrival of the first Mennonites at Forl Dufferin, near present-day Emerson, who
fisumded the West Beserve, Une yearprior, in 1999, SMennoniies in Maniioba celebrsted the mmival
of the flrst Mennonives &t the junction of the Rat and Red Rivers, who founded the East Reserve,
Although our Mennonite ploneers were the “irst™ lo demonsirate the feasbility ol Ewropean-style
agricubure on the relatively open and nearly “tree-less™ plaing of westiern Canads they wene nol (he
First by preclise agricullure in the preseni-day Munitoba nor were they the Tirst 1o make a living
from the land.  The armrival and settlement of our pioneers was merely one chapler in the
displacemient of the ~Tirst nations™ by Europeans resident here, Our pioneers inter-acted with the
fiew remnants of the Indian people lefl in soubemmost Meniloba, and with their refatives, the
hiétis. lvisnot only appropriaie bul absolutely necessary w study our predecessors in this area In
arder that we can begin o undersiand them and their descendants and 1o do them justice, 1o respect
thern as children of the same Creator. As the title suggests, this article will concentrate on the
eboriginal peaples who made southernmest baniioba their bome,

Shuch has been written, both inowr popalar press and in oollections of memories, of seitlement
days, Some of these writings contain statements concerming the identity and or location of varkous
native iribes which conflict with historical Fact, and some irritaie because of interpretations which
are equally invalid. One statement is the claim about .. the massive bulTalo herds which movesd
scross he Freshly-ploeghed seres .7 . The fra Meanmoniles 1o plow the ground i Manitoba
arfivied in | 874 and In 1875, By this tme there were mo bulfila, let slone “massive herds™, lefl In
hdanitoba b= ‘move acrss freshly phwed peres,™ We will be on surer ground i Fwe look st original
sources and scholerly accounts based on research in orgingd sources and erchaenlogical remains,
Since original sounces are nof always accessible, this article is an attempt fo summarize what has
been learmed about the identity and origin of the aborginal people who lived in o near the area of
il Wiesi Reserve in the historical peréod jusd prior to the arrival of our ploneer setilers.

“Dirigingl sources™ gre the writlen sccounts of carly explorers and traders of the names, ways
of life end hunting, and locations of the shariginal people they observed. Researchers who study
sboriginal people use these sources 1o establish and deseribe the areas inhabited by the various
tribes at given times ond 2lso w deseribe changes in tribal ancas and movemenils over time. These
deseriptions help srchacologists, who study the artifacts and skeletal remains of the aboriginals,
1o associate culturnl traits found in an aren with particular cultures or tribal societies who live in
or muved acrows the area and provide information about their ancestors,

More recently, linguisthe studies have provided additional information aboul pre-historc

relationships and migraiipns, Thus & study,
published in 1992, vielded the resull that all the
nutive langusges of both Morh end South
Avneerica Fall imio jisst theee families, confirming
genelic studies, which indicate that the Americas
were initially populated by just three distino
migrations from Asia acnoss the Beringian land
bridge.! It has been all bit impossible 1o find
published secounis of specific interactions
between Indians and Mennonite setbers in the
West Reserve. This is probably a resull of the
fact that the Indians had been effectively
remoneed From the land by Dominion Government
Treaties which segregated the sboriginal peoples
af comparatively small reservations - only 3 few
itinerant Indion sragglers were lefl o be
encouniered by settlers. The following incident
appeared in the |B80 December 18 issue of The
Mowmtaineer published in Melsonville (& miles
NNW of Morden):
LOCALS
Abhraham  Helebright | probably
Gieshrechtl, o Mennonite living in
Blomenfeldt. informs wus that abowt o
maonth age an Indian came 10 his place
and endeovoured 10 sell him a cow, but
believing the snimal was stoden, hie gave
the Indian a hindred weight of floar 1o
leave il with him., He has since found
that his suspicions were correct, and rusw
adveriises the cow, soihal the ovwner may
call and et i
Mboriginal peopde from the distant past have
left traces ol their presence in the form of stone,
bone artefucts, bits of poltery, and skeletons in
burtal/cerermonial momirds. Marmy donie hammers
have been pleked upover the years. Tosdkd Braan
af Altona district has been finding stone tools
abong the bunks of Bulfalo Creek and Lake and
elsewhere for many vears, A burial mound,
kmowamn as Calf Mioundain { from the French Tee
le Bocul - Buffalo’s Head) sowthwest of
Dusrlingford was found to contain 22 burials by
excovalor Hesry Monigomery in September
190, Right within the Ressve we have the
miound known as “De Fasung”™ (The Forress)
Just west of Alona - and mot vel scientifically
investigated. There must be many undiscovered
camping  sites, which were  Frequented
lempararily by hunting groups.
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MMHS News & Notes

Aailrrw Redekopp

Every vear the MMHS sdministers the Henry E
Pleti memorial award for family hisiory papers
wrilken by high school students in Manitoha,
This year saw eight strong eniries.  Melissa
Schmoeder of Allosa won the (st place for her
esany  entliled “Comeliis ). Scheocder: &
Hiography™, Secomd place wemt 0 Andrew
Redokopp of Wesignte Mennonite Colleginte for
hes esany entitled “Family History Essan®,
MMHS' peneabogy commities nvites essas
snmually, Comisct the commities for mone
infommaton through the ediftors (see boisoen of

page 1),

Correction

Re The p 5 paoio of HP. Mo 34, Sepiember 200/
Ihie caption should resd Asse Peiers and Helen
Hoeppner, represcamng former schood bosed members, are
el heve unveiling o specisl plague placed ol the
Cilengioms cmitn @ honoal of Tomes teackers of the
Cilengrons 5.0 e Mlorden. The ewvend ok placs on mid
Fate, 3001 Photo ceedit, Ravs Dgh, Mordes. ban

4 .
)

i a el {:_E-E_‘ -
[ ‘
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The “Ploseer on the Post Rosd"™ exbibil ischuded o pasel on the Rergihaber village of Althergthal
Juint e ear sl Ao, e Art Friewen palntiag (eenfee) aad o paael ol Wesl Béder e philos as lviag
Im e arva. Bil Schrordir meunted an cuhibil on (e Bergihel colany of sowilh Husia. Grace
Schellenberg guthered o group of persons from Haffnengsfeld while Ed Herppoer and Mavis
Mycki represented Waldheim. Fhobs credit Elmer Heinrichs

The 125th West Reserve Anniversary Celebrations Close
by Lawresce Klippensiein

The 12518 Wiest Boterrve smiversary oclebrations oponed of Monden's Pommbing Hiids Callery and Aris Conne
in Mevember of 1999 The May 1999 cvents connecied with March Wes |, prepared ml Emerson included s
specidl exbihit on the Post Boad, prepared by SMarcha Mamens of Winkler. A newly commassioned painiing =4
Fionget on the Pos Boad™ dose by A Frcsom, sl of Wimkler was 8 cemne picos ol thar exchiba

st aanne purding became o leatere ml the closing of the selchraisems held m the Pembing Theeshermen's
Mluseum during s MMWHS locsl hstory workshop held theve on Oclober 27 this year. Specil recognation was
alsn green b0 porsons from fwo villages, Waldbheim and HoMaunpafeld, wiach wene smong 4 number of Wes
Resarve villages founded in 1876, The Reinlnder Church slen basili it first chunch in the region 122 years ago
in Bemlared Thm busbding, though nemovated for a oommssity hall, s sl i e oy

e worlcshop mchuded & nusnher of papers on the Pwo (panding comeminities of the 'Wesl Resenve, the
Furstenlander (later, for most of Sem the Reinkinder Mennondte Churchi) snd the Bergthaber whi establibed
& mamber of villages @@ the sastern pan of he Bsene Some Bergihale familics wore smong ihe 1H7E
homesteading families of Hemifnder villages founded in the western part of the Beserve. The Flnstenlander
hegan 1 arrivs in the West Reservo in 18T, but lanper numbsers off Rergghaler cans 10 th ares oady in 1879
« 1ER{

MMHS GENEALOGY WORKSHOP,

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, AND BANQUET
2002 February 2, Saturday
Centre for Mnrm.rn:tm Brethren Studies
168 Riveron Avenue
Winnlpeg, Manitoba

GENEALOGY WORKSHOP
08.30 hr. to 15.30 hr.

Featuring Tim Janzen, Portland, Oregon
Topues: Ciesealopaeal ietounies For Canads, Russe, ssd Prosso, sed festuring o dessoanrann of the newly
aiipmired Chortitda Church rggrsbers and & previes of Ospndma 4

Cost 520 e ludes hunch
AGM at 16,00 hr,
Agenda mcludes reponts, elections, and budget.
Followed by a handguit and progrmnies [calsmng 8 Moocan menu and reposts ot 1he developraenl of i
Sennonilc museam snd archives in Mexioo. at B8 00 be

e S0 oo theme vl harwee s vt remeveed thew memsbershin, it can be done thete. Neotices will be mmiled)
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Genealogy

Ancestor and Descendants of
Altester Jacob Hoeppner

A lacob Hoeppmer b 22 Dec, 1748 d. 4
Mar 1826, Insel Choritz. Chortitza
[delegate from Pressis to Russia)

m. Sarah Dusck b. |7 Mov 1753 d. 27 Feb.
1826

B. lacob Hoeppner, b. 24 Mar. 1797 Insel
Chortitz, Choriteas d. 12 Sept. 1883 Insel
Chortitz

m. Anna Brandt b, 4 Jan lB04 4 24
Jam. 1877 Inse] Chortitz

C. Jacob Hoeppner b. 21 Jul 1822 Insel
Chortitz d. 28 Ocr. 1883

m. Catharina Thiessen b. 12 Jan. 1819 d. 22
May 18599

0. Ahester Jacob Hoeppner b, 29 July 1849
Insel Choetitz d. 16 Nov, 1936 Manitoba

m, .ﬂ._gmerjm Drvek BT Sepd 18513
Schoneberg, Chomitza d 24 Apr. 1922
Manioba

E. Jacob Hoeppner b, 24 May 1879

Waldheim, Manitoba d. 1920 Plum Coulee,
Manitoha
m, 153 July 1900 Maria MNeufeld b, 24
Aug |18TR  Blumstein, Manitoba d. &
(et 1934

F. Jacob Hoeppner b, 10 July 191
Schoenfeld, Manitoba
m. Susan Sawarzky b 15 Oeer 1904
K leinstade, Manitoba

G. Jacob Hoeppnerb. 23 Now. 1932 Kleafeld,
Manitoba

m Helen Banman b 1933

H. Robert Hoeppner, b, 1938

.ﬂ_mq.:cslur and Descendants of
Altester Johann Wiebe

A, Jakob Wiebe b, Apr. I T60 d. | Mar, | 804
m. Anna Fast b 18 June 1756 d, 20 June
1835

B. Bembard Wiehe b. 21 Mar IT86 d.13
Jan 1852

m. Helena Wiche

C. Aliester Johann Wiebe b, 23 Mar. 1837
Meuhorsi, Chortitza d. 2 Feb 1906
Rosengart, Manitoba

m. Juddith Wall b. 7 Aug 1836

D. Peter Wiche b, |9 May 186]
Sept. 1913

m. 1881 Anna Ginter b. 28 Jun |B&1 d. 31
Jan. 1399

di¥

The reconstrericd wiadmill st ibe Menmoasie Heritage Village Yusewm o Sieinhpch is grisdisg grain
agais. Almast exsctly m vesr after i bursed dows ot the hamds of an arsonist, show! 150 prople gathered
ui the museum for o dediewibon evest on Sendey, Octeber 11 The service was bed by MYV baard
chairpersen Johs Peters, with former ¢hair, Gertord Ens. of Winwipseg, preaching the sernmon, John and
others were part of the *'desr uslocking™ ceremoay mi the mil right after the service, and  freshiy baked
Bresd feom Mour graaod of (he mill was served of the fshaps bder on.Ben and Judy Thiessen are currenily
im charge of milling Nowr a1 the mosewm, For furiber iaformation conrast (he musdum ol 204-E06-H0 1,
or rmuil mranovil @ mh,sympaticsoa Fhots Uredit; Csarad Soeir

Contining Education &t CMU offers Genealogy, Computers, and the Internet on January
8,15, 22, 29, 2002, 7:30 p.m, at 500 Shaftesbury Blvd., Winnipeg. MB R3IP 2N2.

Cost: 550, Instructor: Alf Redekopp. Toregister call the Dean's office ag (204) 4873346 or
emall ewarkentindcmu, ca.

In Memoriam

Isby Berges (seated second frem the beft) snd the edilorisl commitier of fhe Alsona
Slilleniwm Diary {2004,

Ishy Bergen {1908-2001)

Elizabeth grew up as the foster daughiter of Elizabeth Diyvck and lsaac Bergen who
moved several times o end up in Gretna in the 19205, Elizabeth joined the Bergihaler
Mennonite Church in 1927, [shy, as she was commaonly known, had many interests
incheding masic, knitting, serving, and travelling and served in varioes committees such
ad the Sunflower Festival and the Women's Institute of Altona and other groups.

She was also very widely known for her writing as correspondent and journalist
waorking for the Red River Falley Echa published by Friesens in Altona. Isby was made
an honorary member of the Manitoba Mennonile Historical Society.
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Memories of my life by Maria Schroeder (1886-1976)
Early Years 1889-1951 (written in 1966 and 1969)

trams, by her daughiter Susana Janzen in 986

« In 1889 my parents moved from the East Reserve fo the West Reserve. (My
granckparents, Julius Banman, came to Canada from Russia to Owntario in 1873 and the
next vear 1874 moved 1o Blumengan close to the town that is now Miverville and in | B89
moved 1w Alt Bergthal which was about three miles [five kilometres] south west of the
present town of Altona). Al-Bergthal was situsted on the 2ast side of a small creek with
its street running north and south along the east side of the creek. Their houses were built
with the end of the house facing the street and the bam attached to the other end, usually
with a storige shed to the norh side of the bam... The school was on the other (the west)
side of the creek with n small wooden bridge crossing where the south infersection of the
willnge street and the municipal road running east to west crossed. Chver the bridge was
the school and the teacher’s residence....... We carried all the water from the creek. The
buildings were all made of wooden logs and the roof of rushes (thatched roof) tied in
bundles.... The pastures were at the south end of the village. When the cows were driven
15 the pasture o few of the village bovs had 1o help the herdsman so the cows would not
irn back to their barms,  In spring when the cows were used to being driven to the
pastures the calves had 1o be taken also and again the boys had 1o kelp...... After the crops
coverad the earth the weads would grow and everyvone had 1o pull weeds and carry them
1o the end of the field. One day my sicters Katharinn, Maria, and | and brothers Franz
and Peter had o go the fiekds 1o pull wesds when dark clowds came up with thunder and
lightning, Franz, Perer, and | wanied o run home quickly a5 our yand was not 100 far
away but Katharing and Maria would not allow us to do so, so we had 1o tum around and
keep on pulling weeds. When we were at the far end the rain came pelting down. We got
soaking wet when we ran home!

When | was ten vears old, my sister, Aganetha, got marmed 10 Peter Falk (son of Peter
F. Falk who had also come from Russia in 1874 and senled near Stembach but moved to
the Altona ares in 1875) of Schinthal, Schinthal had a large church and all the people
of Ali-Bergthal went there for Sunday services as it was only three miles | five kilomeires)
from our willage. Apgatha got married on her twentieth birthday, Mov 24, 1896 in that
church. At night two boys came and asked my father if they, the voung people, would be
allowed 1o dance. Father did ned wish it but they put 50 much pressure on father that be
gave permission for them to do so until midnight but no longer. Soon the room was
cleared and they were dancing, The children stood at the door and looked with big
wondering eyes, they had never seen anvihing like it before! (In 1898 they (my sister and
family) moved to Lowe Farm and lived there till Nov.11,1922 when they moved to
Mexico, She died m Mexico on Moy, 18, 1955, She had been s widow since Aug 31,
I925.)
v droimg back to when | was |6, afier my father died, in summer when making hay,
Peter and Franz went o get the last load early in the moming and | was to hitch the
horses to the hinder (with Mother's helpl. Mother held the two horses and | went for the
third one. As soon as | was ouf of the barm the horse reared, struck me down, and ran into
the fields. | lay there helpless. The horse hod struck my right arm and tom the muscle.
Muother and | unhitched the two horses, took them into the bam and | walked 1w Peter
Falks for help, Peter ran 1o the field, caught the horse and took it into the bam. Shortly
after my brothers came home with their load of hay and had 1o do all the chores, | could
ot milk of anvthing elze for & couple of months, | atill don't like 1o think about that
time! [ still have trouble with my shoulder!.....
Feter, my hushand, had such pain i his fower back that he could hardly walk. He had
been hurt the vear before we mardied in a farm accident. When taking grain 1o the
elevator, just before the wagon was on the level the hamess broke on one of the horses and
onky one horse eoubd not pull enough alone so the wagon rolled backwards and toppled
over the side of the incling, Wagon, horses, and Peter, all in a mngle. In those yvears
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Diaries

Ini the fall of 1918, when the World War
soldiers came home to Canada from Europe
they brought the flu with them..... My
husband was sick af the fime and after five
days he too died. He wanted to dic and was
glad to go to be with Jesus (he was tired of
suffering).....

..... on Aug.29, 1936, my [second] husband
[Abram Hildebrand] went to Morden by car
with o trailer hitched 1o the car loaded with
wheat. He took the whent 1o the mill and
went to the Veterinary because some catile
broke out and overate on com. On his way
home, the train coming from the east hil the
hitch between the car and frailer throwing
the trailer to the north side of the track and
the car to the south side, into the ditch, My
hushand was thrown out and lay on the edge
of the diich with his scull in fragmenis,
Killed inssantly! What a tragedy for us all.
v THEA i1 1951, 8 Johann Peters of
Hague, Saskatchewan came (o see me and |
married him Augd, 1951.. We lefi for
Saskatchewan the 3 day afier my
wedding...... | helped Johann to build ouwr
home. That was nof easy for me to be
hammering boards on all day.... My hushand
wient inte the house once amd | was
wondering what he was doing.  Affer a
while and went to find out.  He was
checking how often | had missed the 2 X 4%
I told him point blank | too knew that a
board would not stay in place if the nail was
not in the 2 X 4. | never say him checking
up on my nailing after this. | told him it
was not the first time | was using 8 hammeer!
Some women don’t know how to put a nail
straight through the board into the 2 X 4 but
I know how, They don't bend when | nail
them. When it ruined | would crochet or do
other hand work,

..... On lan 2B [1969] we received a phone
call from Winkler thai my brother, Peter
Banman, had died and they let us know
when the funeral was o be. [ decided it was
oo cold for me to go to the funeral. |
regretied not being able to go but | knew |
would only catch & cold, so | stayed at
home.|She would have besn B3 wvr. of age
that wvear| There was o write-up o
newspaper that a Mrs. Isasc Hildebrond
BAVE e,
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Book Review

Henry Schapansky. The Old Colony (Chortitza) of Russia: Early History
and First Settlers in the Context of the Mennonite Migrations. New
Westminster: Henry Schapansky, 2001, 519 pp.

Review by Richard Thiessen

Anyons who has carried o gencalogical rescarch on his or her Mennonile ancestons, espocially
those whao resided in Chontitza Colony, has most likely come soross the name of Henry Schapansky
Schopansky hegan writing articles in 1988 for Aeanoalte Family Hirory, In these amicles
Schapanaky sitempled to identify all of the originod setibers of ench Chortites vilkage, and theirroots
it Prussia. These sricles have now been revised, correcied and guthersd together to form the core
af this current publication. The first eleven chapters of the book are basdcally comprised of o survey
of Mennonite history from the Reformation o the 207 cenmiry. focusing on Prossia and Bussia. The
rationale for these chapiers ks staied in the prefsce, where Schapansky writes thai his book “is
ment o be not only o reference of individual families and events, but also a reference of hissorical
ikems™ {wii)

It should be seaned fram the outsel that this book §s compulsory reading fior anvone carmying out
hlennonite genealogical rescarch with Chaortitzn anceseors.  The wealth of information compltled
from hundreds of soarces is unmatched in any other print source. Schapansky has managed 1o
determine the immediate ancestry of the vast majority of the early Chortitza settlers by linking them
with the Prussian Menmonite chuerch registers and the | 776 Prussian census, Further information
an the setilers and their nmediale descendants has been galbered from numemous genealogies and
family records, and linkages are often made with the |8 inrnigrans o Mandiola,

Thee wowrk wee have hefore us represens literally vears of painsiaking research. The metbculoas
exambnation of hundreds of pages of Prussian church registers was nocessary In onder 1o make the
connections that Schapansky has mude, and anyone who has resd the microfilms of these regissers
kngvwrs that some of them are extremely difficult 10 reall. Mennonite gencalogists will withos s
doubd benefit immensely from Schapansky’s work, Thal belng sald, there are Four major
shortcomings with this publication that seriously detract from its valee 1o the Mennonite
gencalogis,

First, the book doss mot eontain an Endex.  This = a glaring omistion, making the ook
incredibdy difficutt o use if one does nod know 0 wikich village their ancestors lived, While the
compi kation of an index is labour imensive, it is not optional for g work of this natre. s ehsence
simply makes the book incomplese,

Sevoid, sownces lor much of the informalion are nod properdy ciled. Reference is made to church
regisbers, other individals or gencalogles, bul only in general ienns. Many rescarchers will want
b delve maore deeply inte some of ihe primary and sccondary sources mentioned, bt very linle
guidance is given on the part of Schapansky a5 to exactly whene the original information is located.

Third, there s no reference mﬂtﬂh.rl}- mmmﬁlﬂimﬂ'nmhg’u;nﬂ dain thoi hase
been readily available to researchers for several years. Many Prssian Caibolic and Lisheran
church registers contain Mermonite data that have been transcribed by people like Glenn Pernner
and Adalbent Uioertr and are available over the Internet on gites such ns the Monitoba Mennonite
Hissorical Society web site (waw,mmhs,orgl.  These regisiers contain much information that is
helpiul 10 researchers, expecinlly for the years prior g the stan of the Mennonile Prsssian charch
rephiters. Finally, there are no speciiic references o the West Prussion Land Begister of 177273,
the | TRY lnnd census of West Prussion Mennomites and the 1793 Danelg census. All of these are
hetpiul in identifying the enrly Chortitea settlers,

Fourth, thereis no reference s the GRANDMA dotbese pablished by the Califomin Mermoniie
Historbeal Sociely, in spite of the fact that i contains data on over 4000000 individuals of
Mennonite descent. Mumerous genealoglsis have contributed family rocords o this databese tha
incremse substandinlly the dutn that we have on a number of early Chortitzs setbers.

The hiztoricul survey found in the first eleven chapiers also deserves some commend, slthough
it ks ot the reason why people will purchase this boak. Schapansky provicdes o summary of the
history of ihe Mennonites in Wesi Prassia and the evenis sumrounding their mipratbon and
setilemend in Chaortitza, He has compiled information from nismeros sources and presented if in
& way that will be of partbcular interest bo the peneslogisl who is interested in suhjects like the
arfgin of variows surmames of the differcices between the Friesian and Flemish churches, Where
Schapansky falsers is when he attermpds to cabegoriae the varieties of Mennonite expressions of faith
snd o define a normative or standand Mennonite theology.

'."irh.[h:lﬂk.}'. mol imibike other writers such @ Delbert Pletl, somehow Feels thad there is 5

normative Memnonite theology, amd all other
thealogical expressions are deviaticns from thi
nom. The theology, pradice and iraditions of
the |8® century rmural Wesl Prussian Flemish
Mennoniles i the Vistula [helis ane helkd up as
the norm, or s the correclt expressbon of
Mennmonite-Anabapiist  theology, presumahly
becnuse they represent the largest grouping of
Pruissian Mennonites. Implieil in the narralive i
ehe amitade that amy deviation from raditional
Mennonite faith and traditions {as defined by
18% century neral West Prussisn  Flemish
Mennonites) was o negative development
Mennonite history. The se-called “Sepuratisi-
Metls1™ movement as defined by Schapansky
(T4-T6) hecomes the scapegoat Tor many of the
cangroversies with which the Mennonite charch
in Russin had to struggle, porticularly in the
Molotschna, An example of this i found 6 the
following quote: “The majority of the
Sdolotschina Mennoniies of the period | B03-1 Bis
also pidhered fimmly © troditionadist Dedin
Flemish ideals, Unfortumately this community
was weakenced by poor leadership in ibe early
vears, the Eflic of Phetist (and by in barge
Friesian) Mennonites of the post 1BES period,
and forcible government intervention” {94), Om
the: ostheer harsd the Chomitza Mennonises escaped
relatively unscathed by the “Separatis-Pietis”
mavermenl and ths were able (o transplam their
much purer foem of the Mennonite faith w
Cannda in the 1RT0s. Tmplicit in this logic is the
view thal today’s true heled of Memnonie-
Anahapliem are the so-called conservaiive
Menmonites found in southermn Manitohs and
Latin  America, such as the Old Colomy
Ml emnemites.

While mast would agree that a traditional
view of the church was beld by o majority of the
Mennonites in Prussin and for that maber
Russia, there is no reason 1o hobd those traditions
a5 @ stundard by which other Memnonites shisld
be judged and criticized. Comparisons berwesn
the various theological groupings of Mennoniies
nre helpful, bt Schapansky™s portrayul of some
of these groups demonsirabes a hins thal detracis
fromy his book, Fuebemon:, I§ one s going o
wrile abouil Mennondie theology and cmhodosy,
then pne should refer back 1o the writings of ihe
16® cemtury Anabeptists. Their inderprelation of
the Mew Testament can be used w masess ihe
various sparinssl and theolmghesl mavements of
the: 18* and 15* centuries and their consissency
with Anabaptisi-Mennonite theology, something
that is well bevond the scape af this book and
heas B ibeale with extensively by mary asbors.

As was siwted carlier. The O Oodiwy
i harnirzar of Roesia Early Hivrary aod Fles
Sentiers (n the Comiexi af the  Mennonibe
Migrarion |5 8 pood additson io the growing |kst
of resources for Mennonite  genealogicl
research, Perhaps o second edition will asold
the ahortcomings of this edition,
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