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Jucol Pelers, MMHS Peesidend, sddressing
participaamis om the 30° annfversary of Wm,
Hespeler's death. Photo credit; Conrad Sdoese

Our Most Highly Esteemed Friend
Mr. William Hespeler
Our Dear (Md Friend Mr. Hespeler

by Echwin D, Hocpprer

K.laas Peters of the Mennonite Enst
Reserve in hiz booklet “Dhe Bergthaler
Mennoniten™ refers 1o William Hespeler in
the two elogquent phrases: “Linser hiichst
achtbarer Freund Her Willlam Hespeler™
(p.B) and “Unser licher alter Freund Her
Hespeler™  (p. 100, Mo more  fitting
descriptions came 1w mind when we
contemplate the life of Willlam Hespeler
(b, 1830 Dec. 29, Gemshach/Baden - d. 1921
Apr. 18 VancouverM.C) in this  the
eightieth anniversary year of his passing,
This anniversary was the inspirstion for g
small memorial gathering at the site of his
grave in St John's Anglican Cemetery in
Winnipeg, April 18, Wednesday, at 15.00
hr, The celebration was mitimed by the
Manitoba Mennonite Historical Sociery,
Society President Jacob Peters addressed the
gathering, remembering sone of the many
services which William Hespeler provided 1o
the sefilement of Mennonite in Manitoba in
|B74 and thereafier. The presence of
Professor Dhcter Roger, University  of
Manitoba and of Emeritus Professor Werner
Entz of Brandon University who also spoke
added an appropriate dimensien o the
remembrance. Wemner Entz was one of the
first scholarky authors of & work on Wilhiam

Hespaler

gy
Wiltiam Hespeler wilh his grand deoghler. Mary
Cieorging Sungon. Phadn credis; YIHC

William Hespeler, abaoui 1871 in
KarlsrulBaden, before trip is soulbern
Ukrsing o make coniwci with Memnomibe

rommumity leaders interednd in emigration in
Morth Americe. Pleedo oredie: MHEC

b . :
livargims Hope Nomion | dsugisber
i Plack Forest Costume, cu. [BRO,

Pheds crwdin; MHC

Mary Hespeler nee Kaetchie, d. 1872 probably

wl or pear Baden Baden, Ml wife of W,

Hespelar anil mother of his Pes chilldren,
Phils credie; MHC

(L-K} Edwin Hoeppoer, Pref. Werner Entz, Prof,
Deter Woger ad 54, Jobn™s Anglcan Cemelery.
Plisslo erodin: { sarad Shoese
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Corrections

True Heirlooms (p.d, No.32, March 2001)

(17 Lefi-hand coluwmnmn, paragraph 2 should cead “its first place of abode in Canads was
a sod hut in Schinfeld, East Reserve,...”

(21 Left-hand column, paragraph 3 should cead .. their baby, Jocob, was bom in
Bergthal Colony and died in Orel, near Moscow,™

{30 Left-hand column, paragraph 4 should read “In 1878 the Groenings moved to the
West Reserve, farming in Gnadenthal, near Plum Coulee. In 1897 they bought land in
the Lowe Farm area . Abraham Groening got cancer in 1915 and died m 1917,

Plum Coulee Centennial Invitation

hy Clea Heinvichs

Thee heart and soul of Plum Coules is bealing in syne with the Cenfennial, only o lew
weeks away! A committee of dedicated people mects twice a month to hone the final
details of this great event! Plum Coulse was on the map long belore incorporalion on
January 15, 1901. A community of Jows, LUkrainians and British settlers, with a
smatiering of new Mennonite tmmigrunis on the outer periphery, lived here to ull, (ol
and trade, Business establishments included lumberyards, grain clevators, grocery stores,
livery siables and blucksmith shops. There were hotels, two big ones in fact! A school
and a church were soon part of the community too.

e hundred years have pussed since the Incorporation of Plum Coulee as a Village,
T celebrate this milestone, Plum Coulee is staging a Centennial Homecoming weekend,
July 13, 14 amd 135 2000, Come and celebrate with vs. On Friday the 1dih, the
Registration desk is open at 3 p.m.. There will be entertainment at the school from 7 to
9. a fres wiener roas! al the park starting at 8:30, followed by more enteclainment from
O o [0, and fireworks, also at the park, at 10:30. Samurday's scheduole begins at 7 am,
wilh a [ree pancake breakfast served by the Plum Coulee Credit Union, The parade 15 a1
10, followed by the official opening at 112300 12 o 1, lunch break with several options
of where vou may eat. At 130 the Cueen pogeant speeches, recopnition of Plum Coulee's
oldest resident, and other activities. After supper which iz at 5, more entertainment with
u fashion show, followed by a street dance,

Begin Sunday with a Continental breakfast, then participate in the worship service at
10, with Bev, Peter Wiebe as puest speaker. He's a former Coulee youth, whose Father
Rev, B, P. Wiche was a minister in the local Bergthaler church. Lunch time will again
feature several options of menus, after which there will be fime (o reminisce al 2 pom. A
"Faspa" at 4 is the closing event of the Flum Coulee Centennial! Come and help us
celebrate!

Reinland 125" + 1 Anniversary Celebration Invitation

The Village of Reinland was cstablished in 1873 by the Eeinlacnder Mennonite
Church and became one of the primary villages on the Mennonile West Reserve, [n 178
the first church was huilt in Reinland and still stands today as the oldest Mennonite
church in western Canada,

To celebrate its distinguished history the village of Eeinland is hosting Beinland
12541 Homecoming 2000 on 13=15 July, 20010, Tncluded will be circle games, parade,
drama, worship service, and of course food. The village will alse be repriniing iis history
book, Reinlamd an Experience Jn Comerurity, oviginally published in 1976, You can
preorder a copy of the reprinted book and the supplement. Please regisier by contsciing
Acmin Eng at 204-325-8559 or visit the web gite at wwaowebd net'reinland.

Mennonite Swedenborgians of
The Happy Lake School District
B Dveeen Funk gwd Lanarenee Klippensiein

fa tfhe Sepiember IS8 e of flevaimge Fosing

we pdisfead dov rpahle ow derdnnnid SesdeRboeginm
rerirall Av Tur e we fradieed Doreen Fant as @
PSR onse cormecied Wil the Pigme Lade Schaal
Dustrrct near Kebim, Morusta, oo sow workieg an ag
huory of e commperdly,  Hee paldicanian embinled
‘Leokimy Boack af fireily awd frieads’ s mow off the
LRELY,
e The arfiole belva v dravw from wrlings (e dus
pubiiominr Siace some af e firn peapie sy fo S
area come frem e former Wesr Beserve o sounfers
Monitoha, we el W oreleann e sfeed samie of der
mouerial heve,  Arvane winking 2 sonfecr Doweew
persaraly may wrde s her ot 580 Paiwes S5 Duesked,
B0 FAS INE We are plegssd o share xomwe of fer
Simplinger heve,

Tulius and Anna Dueck Hichert, pionecrs
in the Happy Lake District, were married in
1890, An 1891 census of the Wesl Reserve
lists them 2z & couple aged 21 and (9
respectively. ' Julius was bom on 25 December
18649 in Heuboden, Bergihal Colony, MNew
Fussia. He came to Conada with his parents,
Johann and Helena, along with nine brothers
and sisters, on 30 July 18767

Ml Dinther alwaays said that his grandfather,
Tulius, alwiys mamtained that his wife Anna
came over on the same ship be travelled on,
Her parcnts were Heinrich and Agatha Ens
Dueck, also from the Bergthal Colony, Mew
Fussin.  The passenger lists of the 18703
migration show that the Deecks came 1o
Canada on the 5.5. Mova Scotian on 27 July
1874, Anna was lisied as 3 years old on this

list.! Julius muy hiave meant that he and Anna
(oo, oo i)
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Waldheim Revisited -
Corrections and Additions to he
Founding Families of Waldheim

by Edwin ). Hoepprer

The Cierrman historian, Leopold von Ranke
(1745-1886), who laid the basis of modem
historical research, defined the task of the
histoeian - 1t s 1o tell ~.. wie ex r'igrntlin:_:h
gewesen wir .0 - what actually happened.
Somesimes that is painful and'or causes pain.
Our understanding, and interpretation, of the
past is based om, and limited by, the available
soutce maderinl, be ©t family sforics and
traditions or actual weitten documentation.
When new sowurces become aviiluble, our
uniderstunding of the past becomes modifics
pecordingly - and new insights are genceated.
Thizs can he healing - the chodce 15 up w the
trdividual,

Somne comections of tvpogrophical errors in
the Waldheim article in P, Fo 32, March 2001
ANC NICCESRAT Y, M-l‘lru'in:l;ulr[um 1% e mitesy inﬁiﬂ'u_
gained by the author as the result of the
dizcovery and  decipherment of my  late
grandfather's auiograph “lehensverseichnis™
(b 187E Dime dhdy - 19700 10 Winkler], which
he wrole within six (o eight months prior to his
denih. This discovery occurred shorily atter the
arficle had gone to peess.

First - the ivpegraphical corrections:

(1) Page 3, lef-homad codummn, & little below the
middle of the page - delete the word “the™ just
before “Dominion Laind Swerceyor (1305

() Page 3, lef-hand codumn, delels the word
“lomg™ after 300 m™; “the street was about 300
m eust of the section line . . ™

(31 Pape 7, right-hand colwinn, lasi paragreph,
soeond  semtemce should  remd; “Excellem
cdocumenistion confirms that the woods which
(replace “thai™) were the soures . .

(41 Page T, right-hand colwmn, last paragrph,
second last sentence shold read: =, Mennonite
Nerage Yilloge, Steinboch as the last extan
(inser “exiani™) dwelling made from Allard®s
Poine timber.";

(5} Page 7, lefi-hand cofumn Lot W 11 = second
senlence ..., is buried on NE [§-2-3W™ (e
delee "homestesd”™ and replace WE 13 withWE
ol

s sl ermor s parthy diee o the auathor; in
the draft version of the article submitted w A7,
the hurial site was given as 8W 15-2-3%. The
correction W MNE 182-5% 0s due i the

“Lebensverszichmis™, In the early summer of

TH6T oy Lather, Peler M, Hoeppner { 1906-1987T), drove me 10 Waldheim and showed me, amongs
other sites, the grave of my great-grandfacher (Wa 110, which. he told me, was “an his farm™;
undersiood this to mean kis homestead quarter-section 5W 15-2-5W, 11 oenss oul that the grave,
with the headstome, iz actually on WE 1625, [1is the only hepdstone on that plot; the plo is
large enowgh to pccommodate several graves but there was no surtace indication that cther graves
might be present - and my father made no mention of any other burials there - which iz odd, ag we
shall see. The West Reserve Atlas, on page 98, indicates by mesns of the symbol [240] thet thers
1 a grsveyand plot on ME 16-2-3W; the atlas is, however, in error on page C-34, where it is
indizated that “Mo Names" are known for [240] - the single headstone is there, Thanks to Mavis
and George Dvel, Morden, who rescarched the ovnesship histoey of WE 16-2-50% it s established
that Peter Hosppier purchased thal quarer-zection from the original owmes, Jukob Reimer (Wa D7)
on I1 May 1884, This zsle and itz dwte is Jlikely reloted in some way 10 the process of the villages
break-upin 1883, Following the death of Peter Hoeppner in 192 1, this propery was divided into
north and south halves, with the north balf, sive of [240], being purchased by Heineich P, Hoeppner.
Itis probable that this Heinrch P, oeppoer is te youngest son of Katherina and Peter Hoeppner -
he i showen s a by, stansding just behind ond bebween bis parents in the photograph of these three
on page 222 of the West Reserve Census; the same photo appears on papge 50 of “Peter Brown, The
Brauns of Dsterwick.” Thus my great-grandfather was buried “om his G land)™ but noton bs
hinmestead.

Why was he buried there, and not, a5 one might expect, in the village cemetery, where his
father, Peter J. Hocppner (b 1825 Insel Chortivea - A 1907 Waldlsetin, Wa 19) reas? According
to my father, his grandf@ther was a precentor (“Vorsinger™ = we know i nowadays as “song
leader™) in the Walidheim congregation. Apparently there was some disagreement between him
und the congregation about hvmn singing. The precise nature of the disagreement has wot come
dorarn to mie, There was po resolution of this disagrecment and so he was put wnder the ban by his
chuech - consequently, when he died, i1 seems that his bunal in the village cemnetery was nol
perrniited. 1is son, my grandfather, understumdably was still sensitive sbout this pain ful episode,
In my father’s papers | recently found, in addition to grandfather’s “Lebensverzeichnis,” a very
worn “Charalluch - mundchst i Gebeauch in den mennonitischen Sehulen Sidrsslaansds™ with
the nodes, ete. indicated by nemerals, Winiaally belonged womy great-grandGather and presumably
it figured o that disagreerment,  On the Oyeleal” my grandlaher has noded  some
bicgraphicol/genewlogizn] materia] and “Dieses Buch habe ich von meinem lieben Vater
bekommen. Erwar cin religitiser Mann " (This book 1 reccived from my dear father. Hewas
a piciis man ...

Thisisonly a part of the story of [240]. Readers Gumilizrwith = The Brauns of Csterwick™ will
have read the seeount, on pp. 3 B=0, of Jakob Broun of Osterwick, whe, having tiken his gquasrters
sertion oul ot the Cesterwick village system. was then put under the ban by his church - 1t is thowght
in about 180 (p3d6). At his death he could ot be buried in the Osierwick ceimetery and was
huried in his garden in 19063, subsequently disintermsd inaboud 1907 (Movenber), irenspored o
Waldheim und buried on the Peter Hoeppoer formistesd (p 3071 0p 400, On p, 25950 we rewd that this
barial was onME 16-2-5W. Grandfather's “Lebensverzeichniz" confirms this. Jakob Braun, the
father-in-law of Peter Hocppner L85 1-1921) was, thercfore, the first to be buried o this plod,
Foallomwied By bis widoew, hana Fast Brwm, in 1914, followed by Feater Hoeppner, as the third, in
14921, Finally, my great-grandmaother, Katharing Braun Hoeppoer, diedon 15 Maorch 1936 and was
baried there beside her first husband on [& March 1936, Although 1 have no memony of the
funcral, [ can dimly recall betaken io Waldlheim on 18 March 1956, at the age of 4%, ina “double™
Farm sleigh, Trean my grandfithers Garm in Burwalde (ehere, incidently, Jakob Braon®s brodher,
Juhinn, 5 buried on SW 31-3-4W |21 7|1, The ground vwas still deeply covered with smow, Alvin
Wiebe ot Morden, o grandson of Koathering, can recall many details of the funeral, panticularly the
colours of the matched horse teama for cach sleigh in the procession. According o him, there is
a fifth burmal co this plo - a child, name not known, of a brother of Kathasina, Peter Brown,
srandson ol Jakioh Brim , 'I-:nuwing_ Lhal there wers o Erilve markers for the Brmwns bursec om ML
16-2-5W, headed a project, which culmingied in a collective Broun Memaorial stone, in ettect o
Braun Cenotaph, on a separate plod in the Glencross Cemetery, which was dedicated on 23 June
1972 p 299-307); it is pletured an p298 of his book, [nthe late 19708, Peter Brown confided o
the author that he bad porchased @ plol in the Glenorees Cemetery Dor himselUand bis wilis,

The apparent mysters of the locotiom of Jakob Broun’s prove is sobved, There they lie. banned
father-in-law and son-in-law, wife and daughter, pionoers of Osterwick and Waldheim, inground
hallovaed only by the presence of theiar earthly remmaing, What ather storieof peeple, events, and
places throughout southemn Manitoba are wisiting to be told “wie es gigenilich gewesen war'?™
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Betry Unger dinplaying ssme of her fubrics and lirnitare piroee. Phado credin: Conred
LIPS

Local History workshop: Fabrics, furniture and clocks

by Elmer Helrrichs

Some 50 persons atiended a spring workshop on Menneniie material caliure planned
by the local histories commities of the Mennonite Mennonite Historical Society at Alona
28 Ajpril 2001,

While Mennonites derive their very identify from and are best known for their
Anpbaptist religious faith, they have over centuries adapted and developed a material
culture, and o workshop recently examined the role of fabrics/ceramics, fumiture and
clocks in Mennonite community life

With an extensive display, Betty and Henry Unger, and Janice Thicssen guided the
workshop in a discussion of fabrics and related materials. Particularly interesting wene
several fine specimens of head covering, long understood as a Biblical prerequisite for
Mennonite women,

Onie of the creators of head covering here on the West Reserve was Elizabeth Hiehert
of Schoenwiese, later Winkler. “The material for these curly caps “kruese Metse” was
never hlack enough, and some of the head dressing was frilly and longer in back.”™ said
Unger,

A once populsr arf of cresting hand-made sewing baskets has almost vanished,
Kerchiefs, often beautifully embroidered, often initialled, at times dated; patchwork and
crazy quilts, with blocks/stars; and samplers (examples 10 be followed) first made by
mathers, then by daughters.

Ope man built a Nower shadowbox for his wife in 1931, Toys too were popular and
included dolls and even a child's bench {Ruebank), Henry Giesheecht, of Thames, was
known for his drawings and paintings, and teachers began the Wensch, o shori poem, in
the I EO0s,

Cin & new topic, presenter Jake Peters submined thai the pattern of Mennonite furnifure
daie back to Prissis (now Poland), and Russis. “Bui by | TRD, most standard items like the
cheest (B jist), comner cupbosrd (Akjschaup), bed (Bad), bench (Benk|) and cradhe {Waej)
were in place.”

Mennonite furnibure was adapted for use. But there were cupboards for the loveliest
plutes, and a chest, with key (Sometimes with chimes) was usually a part of a bride’s
doswry, But in Canada the chest gradually fell by the wayside and & dresser (Ko mood]
took iis place,

Peters noted how in Russia houses weren't locked, but special items, like chests, were.
At times baili-in false jops and special compariments, nnd some dovetaillme added

csthetic beaury, Fine craftsmanship was
simple, saisfing, and signified modesty,
honesty and a love of order,

Tony Funk, of Hague, Sask, introduced
local historians o the history of clogks in
our homes, Mennonile crafismen  were
glready making clocks in the Danzig,
Prussia {now Poland ) srea nthe 1 700s, and
the technology moved along with
Mennonites re-settling in the Ukraine

The clocks, the pride in many homes,
utilized patience, perseverance and personal
pride. Primarily four individuals made thess
masterpieces. Komelius Hildebrandt, Peter
Lepp, Gerhard Mandtler followed an early
master Gerhard Hamm, But the most
mfluential were the Kroegers,

In Amold Dyvek’s povel Lost in the
Sreppe, he depicts his own happy childhood
in his native Russia. A bored young
Hanschen finds among all the dead and
boring obgects of the small room .., “one,
which has o semblance of life, one tha
moves and can also be heard,

“That is the amall wall clock, the
smallest of three in the house. The biggest
hangs in the great room. That s the
Kroeger chock, it has a long yellow chain,
two weights, and a long shining pendulum.
kKroeger in Chortitza makes. such clocks,
and they never go 1o picces.”

A specipl arts event was the book launch
of ¥ol, 3 of the West Reserve Historical
Series, “Church, Family and Village: Essays
on Mennonite Life.”

Tony Funk showksg some features of Krsrger
wlorks. Fhuodu credil: Elmer Fairichs

= T

Arilir Krosger, son of the mBueaiisl clock-
muaking K roeger Fumily, bollisg s plt callsge
of *Krlger Uhera’. Phota eredinc Flmer
Neirnichs
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MMHS News & Notes

Prof. Harvey Dok making presentation conserning
the Menmoniie Centre in Ukraine.  Photo eredin
Conred Simsesr

Schmint with Adoll Ens

Plnte credit: Hears Ens

Museum/Archives project in Mexico

by Ahe Dueck

Severnl vears ago the MMHS entered ingo un
inlormal agreement with o commatte o Mesico
o crEage 10 @ cooperalive venlure which would
establish a Mesnomite Archive and Museum
facility in the ares where a lorge number ol
Semnomites  have csinblished colonies  near
Cunubiemoe in the stale of Chibushan, bdexion
I s agreed ihai a growp af indiyvidisals would
solicit funds, particularly in sombern SMamitoba,
and thai {kheie fmds wounld recedive chariable
donation réceipls for inoome ay purposes, 107
of the Tumsds wisld be held back by the MMHS in

oefider v cover 18 expenses wnd W allow the project i procoed on o cooperative basis. The MMHS
wonld offer assistenee in terms of professional counses| re archival ohjectives and practices, sic
The historie conmection of many of the Mexican Mennonites with the Menronites of Maniioha was
recogniged and the valee of such o project for both commuonates was recognized,

Chver these vears, money has boen raised of which a substantial pan wis from the Seanoniies
i Camsdo. Oiber Tunds came From Mesco.

It was now decided that the funds raised in Conada should be transfermed o the group in
Moo, information gleened shout the project. and further assistence olTered, Toaccomplish this
Abe Dueck. Adolf Ens, and Henry Ens trmvelled s Mexioo,  They accomplished the above

mentioned abjectives and have made plans how 1o Further be pant of the cooperaive sendune i the
Suses Y Centro Culbuml Menonita, A,

-,‘l‘. L l'|II X LR
S
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. 5% | gE—— bl |
ducoh Peiers, Presidest of MYHS (R) sod rhe ihree ediiors, [L-R) Jake Peoers, Adolf Ens. (o Wamo,
of the WHYH serica, Vol X, Chirck, Family, and Fillape, Ersn o e Wemnonir Life i thee Wear Revene
Fhodn eredin: {omrad Sloe

Mennonite Material Culture Workshop
by Elmer Heinrichs

Mennomites on the Momtobs 'West Reserve celebraled the 125th annaversary of 1her armival
here im the Bod River Yalley last year, bat the lnumch of & thisd book on 28 Ape] 2000 an the
Mennonite arca west of the Red showed that the writtng of its history comtinoes

Twa garlier valumes on the West Beserve, bath edited by Jobhn Dok and William Harms,
were: Hembfincer Ciemeimde Buch 1ER0- 1003, and the | RED Village Cemsus of the Menmonite Wesl
Meserve, The newest book 8 dedicated oo ke two men, both decessed, lor their work.

The Mamitoha Mennoniie Historicn] Socisty has now p-.lhl'r-;hml"l"hm-.ll. Family & Vilfape:
Exsgys our Memmanite Life or the West Reserve.” Society president Jake Peters sid i was good
ler see this new bonk, recognizing it was 8 progect requiring commatment and band work

He gave credst 1o the local history commiitee for giving leadership 1o the local history
workshops that (osler research and wrting on church, school, fnmily, and village. e noted tha
eight o the 12 essavs I the book were first presented ot local history workshops 199398

Peters shanked sditors Adedll Ens, hacob E. Peters, and Ote Hamm for imlrodscing us to owr
Wesd Heserve Mennonite heritape by describing its leaders und churches, The essava on the life-
wark ol reserve dinector |saac Mueller, Hishop Johmnn Wiehe and the Reinlinder Menmonive
Chiseh, Hishap Abrabum Doerbosei and the Sommerfeld Menmonite Church, and Bishop Johann
Funk pnd the Bergihaler Chuirch, provide an excellent coverige of carly relliglous and civie life.

And with several village histories, Meusnburg, Edenburg, nnd Alibergrhad, “we get o piood
pi-\.'ll.rn.' ol proneer hife. A volame reflecting the work of master cruftsmen...” savs Pelers
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Genealogy

Ancestors of Richard Thiessen
A, Hemrich Thesssen b ca 760, Prssia, d Prssa
B, lacoh Heinnich Thaessen b ca 17RO Botwek™,
Proszin, m. (0} Anma b 1781, Prsssia, o
Teegenhagen. Malotschna Colony, Llkmine, m. (2)
Sarah Wiche, b 1795, Krebsfeld. Amu Elbang,
Prissds” Jacob o Molabiching Calony,  Ukroine
Adigrmed from Bolwerck, Ami Elling, 'Wist Prussea
10 Moborchna, Rossia m Seplemiser, TR0
. Dk Jascob Thiexeem b ca. 1814, Tiepenhagen.
fdolotschma Codony, Uloraime, d. Maolotschma Codony,
Ukmaing
0 Dhetricls [ Thiessen b ca. 1836, Twegenhagen,
hdoleschna Colony. Likrame, m. in Mobotschma
Colomy, Likrnine, Agaihs Braun, B 12 Mow 1835
fdiinsterberg, Molotschna Cobony, Ukrmme, d 01
Jam 1903, Moloischae Colony, Ukrasne Dietrsch o
Cinadenihal?, Molatschna Colony, | lowme
E. lohanin [hetrch Thesssen b [T Dec [ESE
Munserbeng®, Malotschna, Ukraine, m. 11 O, (879,
m  Gpadenthal® Mobvischne Colomy,  Ukeine,
Katharina Regehr, b 26 Aug 1858 Mikalsdord,
Malotschna Colony, Ukraine, d |0 Jan 1933,
Pranpessu, Molotschna Colony, Ukraing. Johamn d
24 Jan. 1920, Prangenau, Moboischna Colany,
Ulkraime:
F. Dheirich J. Thiessen b, 17 Ot (B8O, Cimadenthal,
Muolotschna  Calony, Lkraine, m ca [1'%03, in
Pramgemais, Molpischna Colony, Llkraine, Anna
Dueck, b ca |BTE, Meukerch, Molotsches Colony,
Ukraine, . ca 1953, Karakhstan, U1 5.5 8, Dietrich
i ca 1948 Kamakhstan, L5 5 R
. Johunn [hetnich Thiessen b 13 Feb 19009,
Miknlaidorf, Molotschna Colosy, Llkmiee, m. 12 Aug
1928, m Prangonmu, Modottchns Colosy, Likraine,
Mara Debesicy, b, 06 Aog 1906, Cnadenheim,
Moloischia  Colosy, Ukraine, baploed 1542,
Mualoischew Colosy, Ukeming, d 1967, Aktjubimk
Regson, Karskhstam Johamn o 10 APH 1%96],
hfabmkova, Karakhsan, U S5 R
H  Abram Jobarn Thiessen b, 2} Mar |59
Mealotechina Coloery, Ukrane, bagtized 11
Aug 1957, East Chillvwack M B Church, Chilliwacdk,
i 21 Mg | %59, m Eas Chilliwack M B Church,
Chilliwack, Anna Esau, b 06 Feb 1034, Riston,
Mannoba, Canada, bBapized 27 Aug 1950, Ess)
Chilbwack M B Charch, Chilfiwack
I Richard David Thesen b 24 Sep 102
Chilbwack. Braish Colombee, Comsls, hapioed 03
Jum. 197%. East Challlimack M.B, Church, Chillowack,
m 27 May 1989, m Hokerview ME. Chunch,
Cleabrook, AL, Karen Anse Hesdebrecht, b 09
Feb:, 1965, 51 Cathanines, Ontario, Canada, baptized
8 Jun 1980, Greendale W B Chorch, Sardis. BC
Cantratwied v Rachard Thurosen

Swedenborgians {zont. from p2)
boih came 1o Canada on the same msonih of the vear,
that is July

Ao they wore martied Jutis and Amna settled
in ihe sl diamst al MeubalTming aboil cighd
kilomeires wesl of Ahona, is Manitoha where the
Juhanm Hicherrs hud taboer up o homesiesd on Section
2R, Township |, Range IW around FERO Later

Juhus and Anma meved do Plum Coales several kilometres io the
north of Meohofraumg and still later o Chapdin, Saskaichewan

Thewr sarvwenith child, Elizabeth, became my grandmother. She
wis born in Plum Coules om 3 Febnsary 1900, and marred lacob
Fimk on 4 March 191% 5 Moose liw, Saskaschewan  Jacob had
been marmied hefare 1o Crandma Lizess s older siater, Lena, whivhad 8
passed wway shorily afier the bath of her firsi child, Emesi m ihe
carly 1920, Eluabeth amd Jocob moved v Boggy Creek near
Hablin, Mandiobs, slong with Lizze’s parenis and sshlings.

Thewr sefilenend hecome kicran 2 the Happy Lake distrct,
csed on Block J0-30-F85 acconding o one map.  There the
povernment had bush o schenl m 1910, with the Tirst iescher being,
Jack Pickergill who became sctive duming hiz like 13 5 Manisoba
poligician. My Eather ned o comespond with him ot one time, bt

conild mol get &y responses.
Chirch services of & New Jerusalen congregation wene held

in this schood. B owis served by ravelleng menisters. My father,
Diedmer Funk, was bapsired by a cenain Rev. Johs Zachenies who
helonged to the Mew Jepusalem church  Otbers who came
mimisters were Fev. Alden, and Rev. Hemry Redekopp whom |
remeinber very well ' My faither also recalls a youngg teacher nsd
Huppy Lake whose name was Deorpe Wishe, and wha lmer became
& music professor ol Canndiman Mennosite Bible College *

The Folleaving Tamilies resided i the Mennosde setilement a1 Anaa (I871-1968 | & Jolius Hictbert

the Happy Lake disorics: Anna and Julius Hichert, their foursh child, (1869-1%5%)

Mary, mamed 1o Sam Lenderbeck; Mary and Sem's dmghier

Mavie, who memed Peter 'Wiens, another dsughter of Anna and Jolios, Aganeths, wha memied David
Kimson and whose children all weni to schoal a1 Happy Lake

A well there was the femsly of Elieabeth Hisbort married 10 Jacob Funk {my grandparesis], sis af
whiose children wene boem and mised these, They were Emesi, Herman, Leomand, she deid im nfascy, and
Digdmer (my dad} The following children were bom ot Boggy Creek Thelma (died m 35, Raymond
Herber, Marg, Limda, and Chester.

Dwelimer marmicd o local girl. Irene Bursash. These are my parenis. They bad siv children who were
rasid ol Boggey Crech Sharbey, Walter, Robort, Marsha, Dorees (vl [ and Doag. Other Famils of the
comminuamniry, s recallad By my father, wene Jaliis Haeben, i, with his wile lner Bennet: Digdrich {anethe
won of Armna sed Jalish, with his wife Eveling Lesier, Comeling and Alvena Lilhey Hicherr. Esl and Deora
Hiehert Lesier; Peter Rempel| whose wile lkefi their home; Frank and Mary Sawaisky, whose son Johp sisved
wo wirk the Famify farm, snd whese sone James row has the Tarm (John boaght the progerty on which the
schonl used o stand - | am o sure (Fthe building s sl standing somewhere now |, and Earvid Fresen and
Anne Wiena

Chibwr familets who sevted there were named: Davey, Larocque, Cermane, Mancham, Langan
Labiberune, larvis, Kapell, LaFord, MNolan, Bieenet, Thom, and McKentie  The childeen of these familics
alwo miended the Happy Lake schesl

Around 1939 these Mennoniie families buil a church fior the comgregation of Mew Jerusalem. Lops
ware hmibed i from the PFme Lake aren. They veere malled ast the Divid Fricsen mill. with &l the men and
even Bays helping (my dad was amang them s o boy of 14] My great grandfacher, Juliuvs Hicherl, made
the alar end the pews. | believe one ol my Haeberl cousins in e srea ssill has the shar in their boma
Fulmms was aiso the firm caeinker

The ite of the church huilding wias jist down the moad from swhere | gres up The Building wis
mivved to my father's farm which m mow oweed by my Beogher It was slso onoe my prandfsther Joke s
place. Cireal grandma Hichert was the midwale for the communicy

The last of ke Jubws Hichert's childrem, my grondmother, Elizabeth Funk, recently paesed mwm ol
the age of alimwent ¥7. Gennidma i bursed mohe Silversond Cemetery meol e fom Bogey Creck, alimgail
Cirandpa Jeke sl  few oiher ancesaors

by mother, rene, also has o bt of hestory in this aren. | was Baptized in 1064 at Boggy Cresk, by
Hev. Richard Tafel. | am s lving ai Quesnel, B C . and very happy thal the book s Tinafly finshed

dulins wmid Amee Watart's 17 Aamiversary

Emlnotcs

| Foln Thok amad Wil | Lermms, asds | 50 Fibaps © o o e Afemssaye W Wiaree | Woenipeg slasnicha Monmans
Hlnivncal Socuy, 196 414

2. b Dok, e Mo gtk | e vl M f | Sioiiech Haseret Siealach Hoonesl 5 L 1SR V10 feba Bt e R
i T Bey il icitlermeni . amd 31T jwinck i e lasmdy o the passcrger bl The enhoe Tamaly betod m the Blegahil Coiom
Chasiich sepmler o s b ez i dhe paiswnper bk, wid ibe excepan ol A opancie:, whe poaosanl dsiy m (857, beforg die Gl il
N Ty vy [ e vy v by thay Wl e | prmrvrsale Aol o 00 There aepre ondy Teep chidiees, A sesl Hgmnch
wilby e by s thay comeg b Uamasls.  They are Sodad oo fhe pavienper Bal on p 1ol

A Jobwn Hermpeel md W' @immm Honre, o8 Aolas of ongmal Mesiedae Villape Hisnesesders @l Soss gl Py of e Wea
Reserve, Manmsha | Alida s e edimors. 1985 20237 B o S the Hiebeo Nmieky sty Ride bl o The i R whon
they fimd o s then mevend 10 NewhofSung, pooubly i the bt [E70s  See et icmemde Hwh, 110

b Suene off thess monsders sre mentoned o Aol Eoe g Lecne Dogll, “Semromiie Swodenborpam”, lowmal o Sesnon
Studses ( Wamipag: Chair of Mimsoand Saedes, 192, pOl-107

i Mg Dhimigitn Fuish Lrwid st Mol ol Boewa's oimd rorinic 153: 144 wihtic Uiy pr pecidde. moa ey ko Elimeen wovnie of b igrinrass
ol tescheng il Happsy Lalc Schasl, o |86 1047
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The Mennonite Historical Sociery of
Canada 15 working on &  Canadian
Mennonite Encyclopedia Online. Omn this
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waw mhse ca which allows a search of the
information of this encyelopedia T s
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s by MMHS members, bur also some
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contact the edivor of HP (see p.2)
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Toews not ColTman (Toews & ! Coffman) will retwrn articles that include Toews, but nol Coffman, For
mare information check the “help” document

If you don’t find a personal name you expect, e.g. Samuel F. Coffman, try a Boolean search on Samuel
& Collman, or do a scarch on the last name.
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Book Review

Lohrenz, Gerhard, Zagradovka, trans. Victor G, Doerksen (Winnipeg:
CMBC Publications & Manitoba Mennonite Historical Society, 2000)
se, L2 pp.

Keviewed by Isaae Block

CGerhard Lohrenz’s German manuscript was published by Eche-Verlae, Rosthern
Saskatchewsn in 1947 as the fourth book in the Echo Historical Series. When he wride
the manuscripd he had neither the advantage of easy secess (o archives where he may have
been able to do primary research, nor the benetit of interviewing World War I1 refugees
whe survived the ordeal of escaping Zagradovka n their Eussian homeland.

[hiz 112 page book is a strange mix of history, memory, and senfimentalily, Asa
historical docwment, the English iranslaton is an improvement over the orginal text in
that it has a number of footnotes which not only substantiace the record, but alse allow the
historian to do ferther reading and research prompted by these notes. Having said this
though, thers are still very many storics or comments for which there are no
suhstantiating references, The impression thit this is o scholarly historical work may be
mizleading.

While the book 1z based in parl on memary, the writing stvle is inconsistent in thar it
is not alwavs clear who memaories are being reported,  Additionally, Lohrens relies quite
heavily on the writings of other people who also write largely from their own memorics.
This is not to say that the memories are misleading, but as with all memores, they may
be shaped and reshuped through ensuing vears and expericneces.

Without a doubt, the content of this book is driven by a good dose of sentimentality,
This sentimentality reaches its highest point in the final paragraph in which Lohrenz once
more gocs down memory lane and deseribes a Zagradovka like the one he wishes il had
been. This s not necessarily o fuult, since by the standards of the society of Ukraine as
well a2 Mennonite standards, in the late nineteenth century this colony had all the marks
of a medel community with s furms, industriss, organization, and wves, its churches
which cooperated rather than competed with gach other,

Even though the book may come short as a scholarly work, and it may be distorted by
memory, and it may be sentimentalized, it is likely the best and most comprehensive
descripiion svailable to us ot this time of this daughter colony of Molotschna.
Unfortunately, like many other Mennonite historians, Lohrenz makes liile attempd (o
understand and expluim the social and political context and realitics into which the
Mennonite immigrants were thrust when they arive from Prussia,  The tagedies that
dizrupted and destroved Mennonite life in this colony seemed to come a5 a surprise to the
members of this community, including CGerhard Lobrene whao grew up in il bul eventually
escaped and lived to tell the story.

Thiz book is of considerable inferest fo me personally for iwo reasons. Lohrenz was
oneof my pastoral predecessors in the Sargent Avenue Mennonite Church, 2 congregation
which was established to provide a church home for post World War [T reflugees such as
Those who survived the atrocities of the Russian revolution which he deseribes in some
detail, and the second world war. His ability fo build a church with people whi had spend
veurs us refugees after having to flee their beloved Mennonite colonics is remarkable. It
i alzo of interest o me because both setz of my maternal greal-grandparents were among
the early settlers in Zagradovka and my matemnal grandparents grew up in this colony
during the formative and prosperous years which Lohrene describes,

Book Notes

® “Church, Family, and Village, Essuys on the Mennonite Life in the West Eeserve™ 15

a production  of the Local History
Committez of the Manmitoba Mennonite
Historical Society. This bwenty-two chapler,
310 page book 15 a wealth of detailed
information regarding the life and Gme of
the Mennonme West Reserve. It sells for
20,

#® “The lohann Stocsz Famiby 1731-1992" 5
a book compiled by Arlene Sioese, The 58
paie ook focuses on Johann and Maria
Sioesz, who seilled in Mouniain Loke
Mimnesota, and their descendants. Contact
the wuthor ai 32891 610th Ave, Butterfield.
MM 56120, Cost is 515 American.

® “Asz Remembered, Lile and Times of and
v 5% Fred Peters™ of 3askatoon,
Saskatchewsn 15 an 158 page aulobiography
complete with story and photos.

® “History of the Sommerfeld Mennoniie
Church™ by Peter Bergen is now in print.
This project begman as g history of the
Church's first hishap, Abraham Doerksen,
but was expanded to g history of the church,
The book s hard cover, amd a total of 308
pages. Copies can be purchased from the
Mennonite Heritage Centre, &010
Shaftesbury Blvd. Winnipeg, Mb B3P 004
for 340,

# “The Bempel Fumily Book™ follows the
descendants of Wilhelm Rempel
(TE20-1901) and Agatha Sawatzky
(1825-18E2). This hard cover, 500 page,
book contains stories and information of
peaple living in Mexico. Contact (eorge
Eempel, 804-325 &th Street, Winkler, MB
BaW 1G5 for more infonmation.

# “Hemrichs, The Descendants of Jakob
Julius Heinirchs (| 8449- 1893 ) and Katharina
Drueck (1850-1900F° 15 a sofl cover, 110
page, book that focuses on gencalogical
mformation. For a paper or electronic copy,
cantact M. Alhert Durksen, 27 Pinecrest
Bay, Winnipeg, MB, B2 1%2

& “Diall du nicht Vergessest der
Geschichten,  Lebenserinnerungen  von
Heinrich MHirksen™ is an astobiography by
Hemnrich Dvirksen following his lile from
Russia to Paraguay. '

® “Looking buck at Family and Friends", by
Dereen Linda Funk containg shart stories
and family history of the Hieber, Funk.
Rurwash, Laliberte familics whao lived in the
Boppy Cresk und Hoppy Lake aress, The
hiook is soft cover with about 75 pages.




